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A
sso

c a
ced

 P
ress 

Jerry
 R

ay
 p

eered
 in

to
 o

n
e o

f 
th

re
e
 c

a
rd

b
o
a
rd

 b
o
x
e
s m

a
rk

e
d
 

"J.E
.R

." •that held the few
 belong- 

ings of his brother, Jam
es E

arl R
ay. 

"Y
o
u
 g

o
t th

e co
n
fessio

n
 tap

e in
 

there or w
hat?" he joked to John G

. 
O

rg
an

 Jr., d
ep

u
ty

 w
ard

en
 o

f L
o
is 

D
eB

erry
 S

p
ecial N

eed
s F

acility
, 

near R
iverbend M

axim
um

 S
ecurity 

Institution. 
Jerry

 R
ay

 w
as at the prison hos-

p
ital o

n
 an

 o
v
ercast d

ay
 y

esterd
ay

 
to

 p
ick

 u
p
 th

e p
o
ssessio

n
s o

f h
is 

brother, w
ho died T

hursday of liver 
failure caused by chronic hepatitis. 

Jam
es E

arl R
ay

, 7
0
, d

ied
 w

h
ile 

serving a 99-year sentence for kill- 
ing the R

ev. M
artin L

uther K
ing Jr. 

in M
em

phis in 1968. H
e confessed 

to the crim
e but recanted and spent 

nearly three decades trying to gain 
a trial. 

R
ay

 lo
n
g
 claim

ed
 h

e w
as set u

p
 

b
y
 a sh

ad
o
w

y
 g

u
n
ru

n
n
er h

e k
n
ew

 
o
n
ly

 as "R
ao

u
l." S

o
m

e h
o
p
ed

 th
at 

a
s h

is h
e
a
lth

 d
e
te

rio
ra

te
d
, R

a
y
 

w
ould provide m

ore details or per-
h
ap

s ev
en

 g
iv

e a d
eath

b
ed

 co
n
fes-

sion. 
H

e never did_ A
nd nothing in the 

b
o
x
es sh

ed
 an

y
 m

o
re lig

h
t o

n
 th

e 
case. 

R
ay's belongings consisted of tw

o  

b
ag

s o
f lau

n
d
ry

, a lu
n
ch

 b
o
x
, fan

, 
ty

p
ew

riter an
d
 a telev

isio
n
. T

h
e 

m
o
st in

trig
u
in

g
 o

b
ject w

as a tap
e 

re
c
o
rd

e
r a

n
d
 so

m
e
 u

n
m

a
rk

e
d
 

tapes. 
A

 w
riter h

ad
 g

iv
en

 R
ay

 th
e re-

co
rd

er tw
o
 d

ay
s b

efo
re h

e slip
p
ed

 
in

to
 a co

m
a, h

o
p
in

g
 h

e m
ig

h
t re-

cord a statem
ent about the case, but 

R
ay never used it, his brother said. 
A

lso in the boxes w
ere legal pa-

pers, photographs, shoes and a hair 
d
ry

er. Jerry
 R

ay
 said

 it w
o
u
ld

 all 
be stored as keepsakes. 

"It'll m
ean

 a lo
t to

 u
s, b

ecau
se 

th
at's w

h
at h

e h
ad

. It's a p
art o

f 
him

," he said. 
Jerry R

ay said he plans to contin-
u
e fig

h
tin

g
 to

 clear h
is b

ro
th

er's 
nam

e. H
e is w

aiting for a decision 
by A

ttorney G
eneral Janet R

eno on 
a request, supported by K

ing's fam
i-

ly, to open a new
 investigation into 

K
ing's m

urder. 
"I d

o
u
b
t if it's o

v
er," Jerry

 R
ay

 
said

. M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
's so

n
 

"D
exter told m

e he's in for the long 
h
au

l. I'm
 g

o
in

g
 to

 co
n
tin

u
e to

 th
e 

day I die." 
T

he K
ing fam

ily, w
hich publicly 

su
p
p
o
rted

 R
ay

's req
u
est fo

r a trial 
an

d
 ask

ed
 th

at h
e b

e freed
, m

ay
 

attend a m
em

orial service in N
ash-

ville next m
onth, Jerry R

ay said. ■
 

A
P

 

J
e
r
r
y
 R

a
y
, b

r
o
th

e
r
 o

f th
e
 la

te
 J

a
m

e
s E

a
r
l R

a
y
, lo

o
k

s o
v
e
r
 th

e
 

p
o
ssessio

n
s o

f h
is b

ro
th

er a
t th

e D
eB

erry
 S

p
ecia

l N
eed

s P
riso

n
. 

R
ay's belongings 

in brother's hands 
Item

s fail to shed light on killing 


