"IN THO UNITED STATES DISTAICT COURT
FOR THZ DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WASHINGTOM, D.C.

JAMES E. RRY,
Plaintiff

Cibil Action no.
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND
RECORDS SERVICE,

Defendante.
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This is a Complaint against the National Amhivés and Rscords
‘sarvice, Judicial and Fiscal Branch, for the releass of recordad tapes,

and transcripts thereof, ect., pertaining to ths Dr. Martin Luther King jre

i
)
f

2
3

homicide, and related matter & investigations thereof.
5 i

The Plaintiff, James E. Ray, complains against defandant, Naticnal g

» [

Archives and Records service, and alleges:

1. JURESDICTION:

A) that this court has orifiginal jurisdiction of this action under

Titls 28, United States code, section 1361

B) Additionsl original jurisdiction of this court is founded in:
Lea ve Kelly, B.5. District court for the District of Columbia, Mo. 76-1185 &

1186.

¢) Burther jurisdiction of this action is provided the court;under

VRO A o T T S N T

the public information section of the administrative procedurs Act, Titls 5,

United States cods, section 552 as amended by 81 State 54 (1967)e

AR

D) Relief is also sought pursuant to the faderal decalratcry judgment

Act, Title 28, United States code, ssction 2201 and 2202 -
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2, Plaintiff, acting pro S¢, requests that the court issus summeons
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in azcordance with Ruls 4 (a) (s) of the Faderal Rules of Civil

procaedurs,

3« Plaintiff presently resides in the state of Tennessee wherein ha

is incarcersted in the States penitentiary at Patros, Tennessee, serving

4 ninty-nine (99) year ssntence in the murder of civil rights Leader,
Drs Martin Luther King Jre (ML.K."3r,)
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E
Le NATURE QF THE ACTICN:

On Jamary 31, 1977, this court ordered that voluminous
recorded tapes,

and trznseripts thereof, resulting fram the Federal

Bureau of Investigation ("FuB.I."), microphonis surveillance of Drs

Martin Luther King jr., during the period bestwsen 1963 and 1968, be

removed from F.B.I. jurisdiction and Placed in the National Archives under

seal for a period of fifty (50) yoars. (EXH=—i),
being pursuant to defandants demand in, Lee v,

W

Daid order apparently b
Kelly, supra.

The apparent rationale for the court's findings ordering the sealing f

TR

of sald recorded tapes/and transeripts thersof, and s2questering them

BT

in the National Archives for a period of fifty (50) ysars, was that ths

contents thersin could violate the privacy of Dr, Martin Luther King jr.

through publication in the news media of the Tecording contents;
this court alse found,

however,

R SRS

in denying damages because of statute~of=limitations
provisions, thet said reco

e

rding/transeripts had previously besn offersd
and alluded 0 in the news media, i

R

e —cpar— -

If in fact said recording/transeripts were effersd & refused by the FuB.I.
to the naticnal news media for publishing & airing it is difricult for

Plaintiff o comprehend why the same press would be willing/egar to

o

publish at thig llate date the material in controversy.
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7e That an invastigation eonducted and

by syndicted Columist.. Jack Anderson, at

Luther King §», associates,

publishag Oetober 10, 1975,

the reguest of Dr. Martin

Anderson found thers ¥as nothing in saig

record.ing/transcripts thereor embarrassing to p

Bo That the F-B-Ia

‘Tutlished by ¥r. Szott in July 1978, that ir the

United Statag Housa of Rapresentatives in

is to thﬁgm; explare M,L.X, Jre murdar, the

sion from the court to examine said reo
of the information thsy contain,

a5 saying “"sscpet communi st

" were invelved in,
movements in Hemphis,

Tennessee,
Saguestered tapes/Document s should be

%= That conversely,

FaB.l., rather then secret commnist,

Dre Martin Luthey King Jre's movements 1 Hemphis,

- Was shot,

10s That thers have besn Teports in the national ne

FuBuI.y in conjunction with certain

attenpting to "elininate® Dr, Kartin Luthor King jr,

kas informeq Syndicated colunmiat,

westigating the murder of M,.L

and knsw, M,L.k.

establishment Blaek Leaders,

L.K. Jre (EAXH"'-G).

Paul Seott, ang

Select Compitt e of the

Ko jre

comnittes myst obtain

erding/transeripts bacausa
Hre Scott goes on to quoates the

FeBaI.
gra.'s

the day he yas mirdered, thus the

there have baen published T3perts that it was the
who were Surreptitioualy Ranaging

Tennesses, the day he

W3 medis that the

ware

(Collective EXH—F),

B

A T T T S R BT
e D T R B B S S ST S
LA R BT 3

A A RS S

B S L i SR N N e e R

(v

e TR R

B TR L AT AT e e
T S T O R W M T i ORI
ST



1le That ths Chairman of ths atpraqantionsd Select Committeze has
mislead the public, through news confarences, that said Committes

has viswed or perused said Hecording/and transeripts thersof in
the National Archives,

12, That syndicated columnist, Jack Andersort, has published in a

column dated December 17, 1975, that the late Congres:zan, Hals Boggs,

informed he (Anderson) that the F.B.I. was in efrfect Elackmatling
certain Congressmens  (EXH—G),

13+ That plaintiff has informed sald Select Committes in writing that
if any of said recording/transeripts thereof ara embarrassing to Dr.
Mertin Luther King jre then that portion(s) of the recording /transeripts .
Sen be destroyed forthwithe Plaintiff makes the same dsclaration in this :
Complaint,

e That sald Recording/transeripts thereof will provide lsads that will

A

assist in the exonsration of Plaintiff in the Dr. Martin Luther King jr.
homicide,

e

15« The plaintiff respectfully suggest to this court that the purposes
of the National Archives is to preserve records and make them available te

scholars and the general publie, not to cover up political purders and
perpetuate theblackmailing of rdliticans,

T TS

WHIREFORE, in view of the aferesaid the plaintiff,
James 2, Hay, ask:

A) That all of the aforementionad Recorded Tapes/Transcripts
thereof, be mada available to counsal repressnting Plaintiff, Mark Lan2 @sq.,
 the gensral public, and the Select Comuittea of the United States House of
Representatives investigating the King case.
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BE) That the court invite said Select Committes to entasr this

law suit in the public interest in order that all of the facts surrounding
el el
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the murder of Pr. Martin Luther Xing jr. can be layed before the

American people.

R P QO RN

C) That the court take into consideration that plaintiff

£

is a layman and access, because of plaintiff's ingsarceraticn, to ths

M

propar law Books to bring this.action is limiteds Thus the court owverlock

technical errows in this Complaint.

D) That the court approach this suit in ths law & spirit that
the court's/.!udga'a collzagus, Hone John Sirica approached & adjuducatad
the Watergate affdir,

~ Raspectfully submitted O VNN = fc)al{ .
Plaintiff, pro se - /_
Brushy Mountain Prison

T ST A PR L s e R

Pst'ms. TN 378105.

ecc?® Select Committee, U.5. House of

Representatives.

RO




Y General National Archives
D Services and

i

Administration Records Service Washington, DG 20408

July 11, 1978

Mr. James E. Ray #5477
Brushy Mountain Prison

Petros, TN 37845

Dear Mr. Ray:

This is in reply to yoiur letter of June 27, 1978, concerning records
of the Federsl Bureay of Investigation relating to Martin Luther
King, Jr.

On January 31, 1977, the United States

District Court for the District
of Columbia ordered that:

(90) days of the date of the entry of this Order,

of Investigation shall assemble at its
headquarters in Washington, D, C., all known copies of the
recorded tapes, end transcripts thereof, resulting from the
FBI's microphonic surveillance, between 1963 and 1968, of the
plaintiff's former president, Martin Luther King, Jr.; and all
known copies of the tapes, transcripts and logs resulting from
the FBI's telephons wiretapping, between 1963 and 1968, of the
plaintiff's offices in Atlanta, Georgia and New York, New York,
the home of Martin Luther King, Jr., and places of public
accomodation occupied by Martin Luther King, Jr.n

The Court further ordered:

documents to the custody of the National
Archives and Records Se

rvice, to be maintained by the Archivist
of the United States under seal for a period of fifty (50)
years."

It was also ordered that:

i "the Archivist of the United
arée necessary to the preserv

States shall take such actlons as
ation of said tapes and document s

EXHIBIT--4
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but shall not disclose the tapes or documents, or their contents,
except pursuant to a specific Order from a court of competent
Jurisdiction requiring disclosurs."

These records have not been made available to any researchers since they
have Leen in the custody of the National Archives. Access to the records
would require an appropriate court order. We do not know if any
resvarcher has attempted to obtain such an order.

The records are intact us received from the F.B.I. and are stored in a
stcure greg.

1 we can be of any turther assistance, please let us know.

Sinceraely,

- s Dot

CLAMRNCE F. LYONS, Ji.
Cliefl el
Judiclal and Fiscal Branch
Civil Archives Division .
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Honas Jchn Lewls Bmlth,Jr. rm’ 5 1
U.Se District court for » 1907
the Distrist of Columbia

Washington, D.C. 20001,

D S R e R U R

rs daf) ve T e Ore Indintmans s m
TS, ey 0 ETT) P :

Dear Sirg

Ip the dsfendant in the above captiomad indistment, learned for the first time
through a nawspaper artiole dated February 3, 1977, prhlished in the
fnoxyille News=3antinel that as a recult of a mut by plaintif?, Mr, Bernard
Lee, this court crdersd the Federal Burasu of Invastigetiom ("FBI®) to turn
over to the Naticnel Archives, and therein remain sealed for fifty (50)

years, all tapes end transoripts gathsrad by the FBI in tha wirctepping of
Dre Martin Luther King jre

i L T i A A B A SR

dhile I am not familar with the of7icial transcript of Mr, Mes®s suit I

Do

bslisve I havs a substantisl imterest and claim in tha cass undsr Ruls

19 (a) (2) (1) The claim being, and which I havs 1itigsted, and snm in
the process of further litigeting, that ths FBI and other wmemed agencies
and, oy Individuals acted in callusion to falsely impriscn me far the

(gL

nurdsr of Jm. Dre Kingy and that the aforementicnsd tapas & transeripts
could furnish information and leads to substentiate saild elaimg

Furthary I would also like to respsctfully not2 that no nctiss was given
me by plaintiffs under provisiom of Rule 19 (8) of tha Fedarsl Bules of
Civil Proosduwre, thus interventiom by oo under Rule 24 (=) (2) was not
poesibla,

In ediitien, any relisf demended by me would hawya been limitsd end in

w:ﬂmoﬂthmm,mumsqlmnﬁcmmuﬁm

ST TSR

perscnel affsirs, just materisl whish could furnish inf comrai.lom or leads
as dslinsated by o 1975 muiling—a ruling whish I dem® hare the sitstiom
I axant dets or murhar—by ths U.S. oourt of appsals for the Distrist of

Coluzmblia d&nctpd et tha FBI,

e SRR Y e e R e

dri e B

Cemoluding, I don®% belisws it would bs acceptabls to zny ors dafandsnt
to lst tks FBI=JD dotorming ems=parta what would furnish informodion o
leads, Thorefors I wlll padl a oo copy of the forepeing to the boloy

listed smmeel (Jesk Xerchaw,55Q,) representing mes
SEIRIT--B

8oy Hemy Bemry Cemoalss Respectfully) Jemss B, FE3LTT
Chs Selech Comdbtnds PeOs Bemeels
203 gmk {!sru!ma, ESQs Fetres, T8, 37249
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WASHINGTON. — Associalés ~ ° Not long afterwards, Hoover informationtostartawhisperin 7 = === Ington by the FBL. he incidents., = * burgeoning intern
P W g, af B 4 e e i o E . <==am2u. tecall that some” | ‘They also.told about anolher _u.mﬂm it=cannot fullf

E ) u:ﬂgnaqu of Dr. King let theip . warning which Jenkins gave to asks the memo. "'T!

: jubilation mn.. out of hand,~ Dr: Martin Luther King Jrobe- ol laundering a re

rought prostitutes into the aaw.m* fore u.um_._.m»n_.a:m visif {a Alaba=_Iron'Curtain couni

of the lale Dr. Martin Luthér  was visited by Atlanta's police campaign against him. At the
King Jr. have .amw._n us to inves-  chief, Herbert Jenkins, who was  rgin; of his assaciates, we have ‘
tigale the FBI's smear charges  (hen president of- the- Interna- now checked into the stories that i §
against him and to publish our  tional Assoclation of Chiefs of Lhe m.m:.u_.ﬁa aboul him. Here o = t prost a i on
honest findings. His widow, they.  Police. —° . are our findings: q \L/‘/ hﬂk and raised & ruckus. + ma. “Don't go-1o: Alabama or. mationonan Amer §
say, hopes we will clear his Suddenly, "out Lol  context,  Did Dr. King have secret Com- [ esses remember- cleat t Emmbwﬁ you,” urged: the At-  should ‘he explore:
name. - - Hoover blurfed thal he had three  munist connections? He was in 1 v Janta-policechief. ¢ 2 %

Ve have foond that the FBI enemies whom he hated more touch with a known Communist N he black lez aqu )
Mcam:a::&Gm.;mmm:_mmx.Ewnmioag:»igasa:n.somsosmmszmﬁa}o_?s_s gelebration.- - T ly: “Iithat’sthaLord's will,” On of the Interpol h B
_nnmﬁn:mmuuuicﬁws.mz.anaz__mn:_manﬂ.im.?qamu:,Fm_iszcmsnn _._mmn?::Em \&E&&.ﬁh@@ _n..umgzu.gswe.vq__;ruﬁm.. mcnn_.__a&cugnoumﬁgz_nE.mm.x

il UFges. S
- "The black leader Feplied quiet- m. ints out that !
leged sexual exploils a1 u% deputy Quinn Tamm, ex-Alty. campaign. However, Dr. King mance with the wife of a_ Lord'swil @%ﬁmﬂuﬂﬁw_aﬂm mwﬁ.m:oa of wﬂ_wwﬂon_ ;
s Temm: .o Foo e des cann u

posed Communist ties. Theleaks  Gen. Robert Ken and Dr. never let the Communists take Angeles dentist? To check ouf in Memphis, Tem
were ordered personally by the  Martin Luther Kin u 7 over his movement and re- this FBI report, we spoke direct- _z.qmﬁuor.._z.ﬁnm '1GA;; understanding to
late J. Edgar Hoover who had The dumbfounded Jenkins mained a staunch anti-Commu- no sexual acts. ly with bath the dentist and his  TION: A conlidential Senate. - ours has become a |-
developed a fierce hatred for the  later encountered his [riend, Dr. nist. ; e There was_evidence on the wife. Both agreed thal she was ~ memoraiges ques ons about ¥ Rw.h._. the memo d 3
black leader. Martin Luther King Sr;, on the  He eventually accepted Some lape, according to those who  Dr. King'sclose friendbutnothis- use of FBI data,yhich Sen.

Hoover began the smear cam-  stregts of Allanta. enkins fook  of the attorney's anti-Vietnam heard it, that sexual intercourse  lover. Thus the FBI's'attempt to- - tributed lox cpnghi’ fold liear
paign after learning in advance  theoccasion to warn the old man  War views. But those who knew occurred, But Dr. King was 2_; besmirch the great civil rights Interpol, theln oul-more
that Dr. King would get the 1964 paintedly that “Junior better be Dr. King agree he was motivated  one of the lovers. The man's leader, as Dr. King himself pre. - agency. _Footnote;
Nobel peace prize. The selection  on the alert..It may be that the by humanity, not ideology. voice was idenlified as thalol an dicted before his martyrdom, The stalf memo; addressed to i that American
was reported to the late FBI  FBIis looking intohim and they - Did the FBI tape a sex orgy, acquaintance. has backfired against the FBL.  Sen. Joseph M n«.u.dnzuzm #ployes keep cavefu

A4 Dr. King, while in Norway  Footnote: Neither Dr. Marlin  notes that nations of all %Ez% erything releaged

chielin a secret mema from his  look preity thoroughly.” involying Dr. King, al Washing- Di . ,.
intelligence network. He was so r_%umn_. the FBI kept the civil ton's ol Willard Hotel? Wil- to accept the Nebel peace prize, Luther King Sr. nor Herbert persuasions have-access to FBI  to Interpal. Only i

infuriated that he scrawled rights crusader under surveil- nesses who were with him at the  chase a woman through an Oslo Jenkins would comment ahout data’through'a compyter at flie crimina and erit
Willard recall thal he used some  hotel? Rumors of the hot pursuit — the incidents involving them. But Treasu .“mmnn..f. T e provided, the sp

wards of outrage on the memo in  lance and even bugged his hotel . . s
blue pencil, we were told. suites. Then the _m.nw_ used the ribald language but indulged in  were whispered around Wash-  our sources had direct knowl  "Should the U8, underwrite g lended."
TAF i e - = . - - : .
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oo )
: By Pgul Scott - ¢ ' might say in advance of his public appearance, members of  speculation that his committee may be planning to wwaﬁ_.v.._n
] S S T e . % ° _ Congress including Senator Eastland have shied away from athers were respansible for the killing of King.
i WASHINGTON—fames Earl Ray, the convicted killer o, ;. giving the convicted killer a national forum. When questioned by several of his colleagues, Represan-
# Dr: Martin Luther King, is going to finally get his chance to /.. Rep. Louis Stokes, D.0., chairman of the Select Commit- tative Stokes refused to confirm or deny whether Committee
4 tell his story over nationwide TV and radio — that is if he ' tee on Assassinations, has now sent word 1o Ray that he can probers have uncoversd new evidenca that wauld invalve
&l still wants the national forum. - _ ©  RBF7 ) testify on his terms. Although Committee investigators have others in King's assassination. All the Cleveland Democrat
1 s wwhnaxﬂﬁﬂqmn_aumuaﬂpﬁan_ﬂuﬂ. A.w e s I ﬁnﬁgﬁﬁ!ﬁrﬂ prison cell, they still don't have any will say is that field investigations are continuing,
g s offering illing in 15,0 0N0e X1 A idea of what 3 ,
3 five days of public hearings set to begin on i %&w s -
August 14 into the King assassination and ” xE

. The Committee's Inquiry already has ranged over three
g o, .The Commitlee's invitation to Ray was indicated in a continents with invesugators retracing Ray's travelings

the handiing of its investigation by the FBI ‘ * memorandum which Representative Stokes is circulating to abroad following the King assassination. Ray was arrested in

and loeal and siate law enforcoment offi- :

cialsin Tennessee, - i "7 =

_ Since his publlc admitsion of guilt and, W.

life sentencing in a, Tennessee State Court,

members of Congress. In detailing plans for a series of public
hearings in the fall, Representative Stokes reported: quiry already has cost more than $2.5 million. "
e e s s ol A e s o3 o S, iy S
o into @ n irst five i .
Ray ;personally has hinted in letters to a \ " *days of the public hearings planned are on the assassination —Mmﬂu& Sna_‘_.” %hn:”wﬁ.wﬂnpnsnu“ﬁhn nnaw_.uﬂ__.ﬁ_w%_q oEmm
members of Congress, including Sen, James B sl ¢ of Dr. King. These hearings will commence on the lilh of s » (hoa] Nadaw 4 T Eaatad i B i
Eastland, . Miss., chairman of the Senate - Scott -+ August. The hearings will be concerned with Dr, King's ac- EE.:_ ciates which a federal Judge ordered sealed in Fearuary,
Judiciary Committee, thal others were involved in the King | . tivities in Memphis in 198, his assassination and the Invaly p
3 S, . S5 ‘ament If agy, of Mr, James Earl Ray In the assassina

London after returning from Portugal, The Committec’s in-

fowr

Assassinalion, 1 A number of these documents and tapes deal with known

T TR i 2 secret communists, who were closely associaled with the
%} When confacted in thé past, however, E..“ has refused to’ ...‘._ eTTort will be made to secure the (estimany of Mr. Ray in Civil Rights leader shortly before :q_u Eﬁh:»:oz Since
{estifiy unless allowed 1o come ta W -«* poblle sesslons at that time. Other hearings will invalve the f : ¢ .
i 3 4l ashington and appear ination of President Joh " these persons were deeply involved in the planning of King's
.34 “publicly beforé a Senate or House Committee without having ot John Kennedy.™ aclivitios nd knew his movements in Memphis, the docu-
-4 firt 1o reveal his proposed testimony in advance of the OTHER INVOLVED IN SLAYING — By including the ments should be examined for possible new leads in the
E.._::.w. ] waords “if any™ in the sentence regarding the invelvement of tragic slaying.
% | With no way to checle out the accuracy of what Ray  Ray in the ination, Repr ative Stokes has raised The US.

Federal Court hera was petitioned to have these

- New King Assassination Hearings To B

SR ST LS

e Televise:
documents and tapes sealed by cfficials of the m_zz._z_
Christian leadership conference, which King headed at

time of his slaying. The reasons they gave for their reque:
was that the informatien involved King's v1<!.m

contacts and was gathered by FBI monitoring.

If the Committee is to thoroughly explore the
of King and thes:
before his assassination, FBI sources say the lawmakers mu

obtain permission from the Court ta examine these doc

ments and tapes b of the informatiom they

lifs ar
b
activith
o sssociates in Memphis during the peric

i
? &1

late President Kennedy.

While Chairman Stok

the assassin.

The investigations

final report on tha assassination of King.

R o

| BAHITITeD

THE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION — The Stokes Cor
mittee has schedulad 18 days of public hearings in Septemb
1o consider evidence uncov in the assassinblion of _._
o5 fsn't saying anything public
* other committee members reveal privately that none of t

new information obtained by their staff sb far upsels \
Warren Commission's finding that Lee Harvey Oswaid w

of both the Kennedy and King assi
sinations by the Stokes Committee is
completed by the end of the year. A final
to be made to the full Congress early in 1978,

James Earl Ray's public testimony could
tor in shaping both the tone and content of the Comm

expected Lo’
report is expec

be -3&....1._
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taps Continued From Page 1-A

Twouzhermen.ﬂmidw d.ued.lunaﬂlm said thai
ton Andrews and Morris Fin- ' because of the “ramifica-

ley, who is now

city councilman,.

an Atlanta ' tions™ involving SCLC and the
were con- - eiwil’ dghu movemsss, the

-

FBI-Black Activist Plan
To Remove King Bared

WASHINGTON (UPI) Newly
released files raveal the FB8I and an uni-
dentified black activist worked together
“in an effort to eliminate {Dr. Martin
Luther] Fing 3 Tew years belore the

ﬂgﬁts leader was murdered.

The late FBI director J. Edgar Hoov-
er's secrat office [iles were obtained
under a Freadom of Information Act re-
quest by the Center for National Securi-
ty Studies, 3 private organization, and
published yestarday.

The name of the collaborator was
blanked out in the released document,
which was datad Dec. |, 1864

*(Biank) statsd to DeLoach (another
top FBI official) that he was faced with
.the difficult problem of teking steps to
remove King from the rmmn.al picture,”
the mamo said

*HE INDICATES in his comments a
lack of confidence that he, alone, could
be successful. It is therefore suggested
that consideration be given to the fal-
lowing course of action:

*That DeLoach have a further dis-
cussion with (Blank) and offer to be
heipful in connection with the problem
,of removal of King from tha natlu:\al
seene.”

It suggesled that (Blank), b;nck lend

EXHIR, . That ‘sama me 64! Enballnﬂﬂ-\’ﬂfkfmm
B, 4 e oy ;r';m;u::“’mﬁgﬁ.am Lo
Voter *Rag on; o SCL :
“when interviewed, denied In wfmmamtxur

ers such as James Farmer and labor
leader A. Philip Randolph, and “on a
highly confidential basis could brief such
a group on the security background of
King" . . . including “the use of a tape .

. with a transcript for convenience in
following the tape, (and) should be most
cenvincing.”

THE SENATE Intelligenca Commit-
tee reported in 1976 that the FEI had
bugged hotel rooms used by King, al-
legedly recording meetings he had with
women.

With the purposs of “destroying his
marriage,” the Senate report said, the
FBI mailed King 2 copy of tha record-
ing, with an accompanying note “which
Dr, King and his advisers interpreted as
threatening to releass the tape recm-dlng
unless Dr. King committed suicide.,”

In another document made publu:
Sunday, then-Atty. Gen. Nicholas Kat-
zenbach gave Hoover blanket authonzy
to carryout electronic surveillance in
his absence without prior authority as
was required at the time.

King was shot and killed in Memphis,
April 4, 1968, James Earl Ray, an es-
caped convict, pleaded guilty: to the

murder and is: servmg &Wﬁym prison.

sentence.

- ..# ,-'_

victed in connection with tha
- alleged thefis. Finlay was.|
later allowed to eater a po

"\ contest plea azd seatencad o

two yurl pmbali.nu i1,

wiretapping of the
SCLC': Atianta office, the
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Black Lead:r Assiste

Anti-King

WASHINGTOM (UPD) — An nidentified |
leader appareatly worked with the FBI In the ?::g
in an effort to remove Dr. Martin Luther King Jr,.
from pational prominence In the elvil rights mave-
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- Wilkins Reportedly Discussed Remqvmg K;‘irn.g

i WASHINGTON (AP) — The Wash-
| ington Post says Roy Wilkins is tha
black leader destribed in an FBI mamo
as having discussed with the agency the
removal of Dr. Martin Luther King from

leadorship in the civil rights movement.
The Post, in today's aditions, referred
to a Dec. 1, 1964, FBI memo released
earliar this week, which referred to an

cial of the National Association for the about”™
Advancement of Colared People met on WILKINS w NOT mmi]nhle for:
Nov. 27, 1964, with then-FBI Assistant comment. His wife, who gaid she was.
Director Cartha Deloach about the bu-  speaking for him, catiad the allegation an-
reau’s attitude toward King. “absolute fabrication. 1 heard him. tel
In a memo written Nav, 27, DeLoach  that to somesse elu,"shr. said,
said the meeting ended with Wilkins Mrs. wmmu alsn - Cranmanted on 2
promising to “tell King that he can't win prewws t'by Seraté investiga-
in a battle with the FBI and that the tors that tha FBI's- m-l(}ng tampaign

unnamed black leader who cooperated best thing for him to dn is to retire from included a proposal to groom & new nz-
with the bureau's undercnver campaign  public life.” tional black leadar to take his place.
against King. The Dec. 1 mema was o followup  She said she and Wiikins learned the
However, the Post said Wulkir.s. the written By FEI official JA. Sizoo to sug- jdentity of the leadar from someocne who
retired NAACP sxecutive secrstary, gest further action against King. Ad- . worked with the Justice Department.,
toid the Senate Intelligence Committee dressed to late FBI Assistant Director But she added, " can't tell you, I
staff in 1975 that the FBI memo was Wiliam C. Sultivan, it picked up some of wouldn't tell you.bacause: it would be
“self-serving and full of inaccuracies.” Deloach's remi.rks but deleted Wilking’ very detrimental to-the.man”
Wilking' wife called The Post story name. She said she did not think the man
“shsolute fabrication.” The Sizoo maemo was obtained under knaw anything about it and that the FBI
THE ATLANTA Constitution said jn  the Freedom of Information Act by the selected him becsusa he would be
today's editions that a comparison of the nonpeofit Center for National Security “amenable to them.”
FBI memo with Wilkins' testimony to Studies. *1 can't imagine any reputable black
the committee indicates that Wilkins Deloach, in an interview with The parson who would have 2gread to work
may have been the leader who met with  Atlanta Journal, s2id he has “a wvague with the FBI in (the late FBI Director J.
the FBIL recollection of some black leader coming Edgar) Hoaver's day, I'm sure this per-
The Post quoted informed but un- to see me. | don't remember whe he son they had In mind had pot worked
named sources s saying the former offi- was. 1 have no idea what we talked with them." .

The Wathinzion Post '.7'.
. WASHINGTON — Roy Wilkins, the
. Mack leader desoribed by the FBI ‘as g
eboperative centact in ite undercover cam.
palgn to discredit the Jate Kev. Martin Lu-
3 ther King Jr, repudiated any sueh sym-
r:r.hia more dxu two years agy M an
terview with Senate investigators.

The FBI's claims were publicizad
earlier this week as the result ofa newly
declawsified Dec. 1, 1984, FBI memo that
said an “ambitions” black leader, whoss
BRI i
: font g reatt “to remove King

According to informed sources, the
memo referred to Wilkine, then NAACP
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WASHINGTON—The vendetta
sgainst Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., didn't end with his murder,
The old FBI bulldog J. Edgar
Hoover, who had tried to blacken
King's name while he was alive,
also tried to tarnish his death.
Neot leng after King was

=ed drian the balcony of
ks Memphis 2ctel on April 4,
1958, Hoover sent vword lo me that
the motive behind the murder
was not racism but cuckoldry,
that the assassin apparently had
been hired by a jealous hus-
band.

I have held back this story for
mare than seven years because
of my rule against revealing
sources. But Hoover is now fad-
ing from the conlemporary
sceneinto history. His incredible
attempt to panic King inlo com-
milting suicide, it seems to me,
also abrogates any righl he may
have to conlidentiality. There-
fore, T have decided it is in the
public interest to tell the stary.

- ‘Back in 1963, I was on good

1 terms with the old FBI curmud-

geon. He sent word threugh an
intermediary that King's killer,
James Earl Ray, had been in Los
Angeles shartly before he re-
turned east to stalk the civil
rights leader.

Hoaver's messenger suggesl.
ed that Ray had been hired by a
jealous husband, who had be-
come enraged by the discovery
that his wife had borne King's
child. The intermediary identi-
fied the Los Angeles couple and
showed me supparting data, in-
cluding an FBI report deseribing
a passionate interlude between
the wile and Dr. King in a New
York City hotel.

I was eager, of cotrse, to find
out who was behind the assassi-
nation. So 1 flew Lo Los Angeles
and did my damndest to confirm
the FBI leads. I waylaid the wile
and husband separately for, con-
frontational interviews and
questioned others who might

have known of the alleged love
affair, the paternily of the child
or the atlitude of the husband
taward King.

. Icould find abselutely no evi-
dence which contradicted the
couple's own explanation that
Dr. King was an honered [riend
of the family, a frequent guest in
their home and nothing more.

1 also discovered with deepen-
ing apprehension thal there were
no Bl agents on this trail that
was supposed o be so hot. T
returned to Washington satisfied
that the FBI story was erroneous
and half convinced that it was a
deliberate hoax.

Yet I was reluctant to believe
ill of Hoover. Like so many
athers, I wanted Lo believe there
was at least one rock of integrily
in Washington, He had, after all,
created a miracle — an honest
and efficient police force out of
what had been in 1924 a corrupt
menagerie of drunks, hacks,
misfits and courthouse hangers

on. So I kept the jury out an
Hoover.

In late 1970 the jury came in,
for me. I happened to be on an
airplane with the late Rep. Hale
Boggs, D-La., then the House
Democratic leader. He tald me
how members of Congress were

He said that lhe FBI would

come upon a skeleton in a
member's closet — a woman, a
vice, a shady business associate
— and then get word Lo him that
an accusalion against him had
reached the FBI and they wanted
to alert him 50 he could be on his
guard, From then on, the con-

For the next few days, I eir-
culated among officlals and
newsmen who were likely to
know something about the dark
side of Hoover. I discovered that
every last one of them was afraid
of Hoover. A check of the news-
paper morgues in lale 1970 de-
monstrated the result of
Hoover's carrot-and-stick mas-
tery of public relations: decades
of laudatory, often idolizing cov-

- erage; but no suslaifed, brass-

knuckled, mass circulation at-
tack and few criticisms of any
kind.

official should ever become this
powerful in America, we began
an investigation of the FBI chief.
In a series of columns that ran
sporadically from December,
1970, through the fall of 1871, we
revealed among ather things:

That Hoover had received
$50,000 {or boaks wrilten in his.
name by FBI personnel on gov-
ernment time; that he had ac-
cepted aonual free vacations al
the Hotel Del Charronear the Del
Mar, Calif;, racetrack from oil
millionaire Clint Murchison, Jr.;
that Hoover used the FBI to dig
up and circulate dirt about the

“Americans who h
no crime; that he |
gressmen  under
then lied about it. &
We also discove {8
_manof steel, the dei §#
life-sized branze bu g
in the loyer of his | i
reality, even as you i
with a sweet tooth s
full of gas pains; a §
burglary-ridden i
whose own Christm
been vandalized; -
man who crouched
.ecorner of his bullet
‘sine and propped 1
another corner.
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