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Dear Jerry, 12/13/76

Thanks for your Xmas csrd and for thinking to send it. We used to enjoy sendiigz them
and my wife kept a long list but for years it has been iluspossible.

I'm sorry mbout the Supreme Court. ¥e know the odds were against it but it had %o be
done. The court should have gone for Jimuy. It had to be given = chance to and he lost
nothing by making the effort. He may have lost much by hiz course of conduct anc his
statesents prior to it.

Tou are going to find out, in time, that I have never lied to any ome of you. it
some point I hope you will come %o reslize that am inability to trust has been very
hurtful te what might bave been. Iou do not understand %idis now, I'S' sure. Each of us
is what life mekes him. Life's experiences. lu some areas this becmomes s idnd of prifson
from which there is no ascape.

Heither Jim:y nor the rest of you ever really did understand all that was intended by
the conditions of Jimny's capitivity. They also wers woriding on hic mind. To a large
degree they have succeeded. I'm sorry ebcut it, very sorry, but there is nothin: I can
do about it. This, I aw sure, is responsible for puch of what Jimey hus done that was
burtful $o himself. Including what he has been up %o recently. I know mors about this
than i'va taken tinme to tell you. Remenber I 4id invite you to start your vacation here
before its tiwe was changed to when I hed 4o be away. fou still could have come after i
returned. Bat if you ere unwilling to beldeve then thet time also would have been wasted.
Jimmy is dealing with bad people and is trusting the wrong reople. I canBt take any more
time to iry to get him to see it. He is no longer capable of sesing what he does pot
want to, If it is understandable that be feels desparate this does not change realities,

de has strange ideas about the new comcittes and believing imeelf Perry “ason, as
i've said, did foolish things with them. They really are out to get him for political
ressong. L can show you this frem what wentm on at cosmittee mecotings, where they all
lied about Jimmy snd the evidence sgainst him. They gave the straight prosecution line
only they mace up lies to sttengthen it. ¥hether he cam t any longer tell the differsnce
or doesn't remember it or has scme emotional drive that-recuires it vimmy siuply hes mot
veen truthful about some matters. Ome 1s the excuse he made up to be a big-shot ana write
that conmittee a letter. They must heve laughed all the way to the bank on that cne. *t also
givea then an accurate yeading on Jimmy and how they can work around him as others, like
Henes and Foroman did, Jinmy even peid no attentdon when I told him what was going on
inside the committee's meetings. 1 told ndm the truth. ™y sources werc the vest. How I
have gome of 1t in black and vhite. ;

I'a taking this time mow s0 the family at lesst can understand i€ it wents 0. I have
always becn open with you and I ax sure you do realise this. I invited you here o read
Frape-Up before it was printed, as you know, and I asked nothing of you in return, The same
on couing hure tc see what olse I have developed and what I am working on. fhis is the
state of Jirmys mind today =nd he does mske things up to give him "explanations® he
wants to believe. Like when he told you that Zud ran 4im and me, He knsw batter but he
Just would not let himself recognize ite I did tell Yiimy what e hed to know ani he &id
know the atate ¢f cur relationshipe gad what it meant or could mean to him and what he
could do about 1t if he wanted to. (Why he nover fi:d Pob, for example, IIl, nsver be able
to understand. “ob maya to get his neme in the papers that Yiusy ehould tell all snd Jimmy
write the sixth circuit & letter praising bob to the ekiss = but never actually fiping him,
3o Hob has besn going around telling people he is 111 coumsel of rucord. 1 -ent Jim proct
of thie from one of my Bemphis sources. Now Bob has made the same statement, atill‘represented
a8 Jiay's lawyere 50 you have the pecpie believing that Vimey's own lawyer believes Jimsy
is guilty and should confess, ou maks snese of it, I can'te

The situation is bad but it is not hopeless, which is one of the roasons I fake tinms
to write now when I should be dolng ofher things, psrticulerly when I got farthur behind
from the tendon trouble iz my right arm. g4t is not all better yet. I'd like you to suscceed,
not to relive the same misteakes. For my part I will continus $o investigete and to develop
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what 1 can in the hope the time will come when it can bs ugeds leiny this with Jimmy's
opcosition and the rest of you g ing along with it 4= o 4% sueh upndor any circu.stances,
vore uader miae of this time. You will find that 4 have represented this work anc its
fruit to you honestly and fairly and maybe in time you will coms to learn that some of
what Yimcy hos done and has not done reduced the potential of it, Once we saw what ficRae
was we started back on what I had begun in 1969. as I've told you, you are welcom: to see
what I ao getiing. as time goes one, and 1 do not think it now will be g long time, I will
have wuch put topether, Jim ani I are winning this in court. That ig why the IW's man on
the coumdtiee agd now the IV 4tself wants to speak to Jimsy, to get from hix what can
turn this around. “e has no way of knowing what they will do driving at with sowe of their
questious or what they can and will use it for, J4im end I have even made the I5I give us
their index to the case agsinst him that they gave Canals. I heve 1% now, 4a not:books.
1t 13 sy large it takes up o large notebocks, sevel holding up to 3 inches, and 4 ordinary
sized one. Golng alons with tids I have over a Shousand of their records now and I will

b getiing more, s.pposedly not less than 400 p=ges a week. I have told Jimmy this but
nothing sakes any difrerence to him now. From these reeozds I can toll vyou much. Cne
minor eample is what “ipmy would not believe when I tried to tell him years ego in an
effort 10 get him to ba helpful in ways that were possible and he pretended wera note
There were prinis left behind other than his =ni the FEI knows whose they are in some
cases. 1 now have the Droof of hox they woried mreund this ca ths only leed Jimsy over
gave ne. I did work ca it as soon as he told me. Thay are uptight over Kississippi,

vhere ho was there. another is his nse of the name Lewmeyer, They had = really big investi-
gation ol that and 1: was effective. housends of hours, puny, many agent, They found a
Lowmyer who had a criminal record in ios Angsles, ona who had beun in Jedl in -1lincis,
i've forgotten yhether Menard or where John is, one in uwiney, which lad ther in a nertain
direction, didn t 14? und even with the 3ame first naue Jimsy useds They wers on to the
nawes Ray and Riley long betore tiey let on, Srow what Yimsy left beldnd that they picked
up. Thoy were able to trace Jimwy pretty fast by the trails ke 1o0% bzhind 'dn, including
changes of address. by the way, it would bo good to know 6f you wrote him in the period up
to as I recall april 10, 1968 becaus: they picked up mail sent to hix not all of which
has been known publicly. They did talk avout the locikksmith courses but not about liitera,
There were letters for him in Atlanta. There are other clies he left behind. They luve
these letters. I'm just giving you illu traticns. I have spent my o¥n money io provide
Jim vith a set of copies to use 4in Jizay's defense. I am doing more: whers it requires
explanations I am typing them up, as I will with soze t:chnical mattsrs es soon ss I
firish this. There are things I knou that Jin does not. I see to it that he knows then,
This 15 not for him or for me, for there is no way we can get any money out of this. But

I am telling you the truth vhen I tell vou that wrile Jimzy i3 doing 21l these foolish
things that cannot help him and do hurt Mc I ax keeping at developing so strong a case
that i1 can free him, at the same time trylng to provent the whores and those you eall
polnty-heads fron rhindng it, as they have besn doing and I do mean those Yimny has gone
to boi wiith regurdless of what ke tells you. By sources ou thi: arve the nosi dependabla
and have in every case been mroven tc bu right.

Py nov you slso know that + have and had no interest in Kershuw, I have conductad ne
investigation of kim uwnd do not intend to. You will find thet nhat I heve said alout hinm
ie correct, whether or uot you now believe mee I have ne jnterest in him ond never huve.
There arc certain things by which you csn read lawyors clearly. It i3 on thuse that I said
what I 044, You make a big sdistake to Plck lewyers on the basis of politics and race, You
ghould remember, hewever, thet when we wers travelling together in May of 1972 I wa- ales
working on a vivil case ageinst Frenk, which is the opposite of whas “imny now says. He
sald mo the day you took me to the St. “oule airport so i laid that work aside then and
theres i have sluays beem for thoss civil suits that served a pmposs. iou have this way
of remembering, you saw me deinz some of the werk. I mention thia becauze you olso kmow
Viany says the opposite and 1 think you should understand him as he is now. On “ershaw as
it is with Bud my purpose is to le: you se2 that you pe~ple balievs things that just are

aot so0. 1'm sorry about that but I cangt do anything about it. lope you have a good holiday, doce



