CG 44-1114 ' . ;
JLL: jap ,
1. i

Ré: Durplary of United States Post Cffice

iellerville, Illinois
March 7, 1955

The following investigation was conducted by SA JOUN
L, LOGAN at Chicago, Illinois, on April 30, 1968: T

Er. E, F, VAIDEL, Secticn Chief, Postal Inspector's
Office, nade available their file nunbher 35437-}D which reflects
the Tollowing infornation:

The Kellerville, Illinoils, Post Gifice, Fourth Clacs,
wag forcibly entered between 1:00 and 2:00 a,m, on Uarch 7,
1955, The loss consisted of 66 blank postal money orders
nunbers 7424309535 through 600, a postmarking stamp azud a money
order stamp,

On Karch 8, 1955, a money crder in the amount of $45
was passed at Alton, Illinnis, The nayee was listed ag JAMES

T,

VALICH and the purchaser wvas W, C, ILILiIM, On Karch 21, 1955,

two noney orders in the anount of $75 were passed at Kansas

City, Hisgcourl, The payee was WILLALD J, 0 BRILL and the

purchaser was VERRON KHC BRIDE, Invescigotion developsd that the

pereon passing these postal wnoney orders drove a 1649 Lircoln

itwo-door scdin, bearing 1855 Florida license 1W25183, The

ifoter Vehiele iurcau deternrined that ithis plate and car were

rold on liarch 12, 1855, at lianmi, ¥Flerida, to WALIER P, or T, '
LERRY, Shanrock Tavern, c¢/o EALL KILLER, «uincy, Illinois,

Le a result of the sclert on this autcnepbile, VALTER T,
RIFE and JEIIS EARL RAY viere arvested Ly the lilssouri State

" Poliee at jfurnipal, Hissouri, on karch 28, 1¢565. Tairty-four

money orders wore rccovered in the 1%489 Lincoln scdan, DBoth
RIYE 2and RAY readlly udnitted cashing 52 postal money orders
but denied involvment in tiie hurglary of the United States Post

- Office. In a signed statement, KRIVE stated that the name WILLARD

J, LIC DRIDE and VELIION KC LLRIDE were the only names used with
the exception of one money order which centained the narme JAMES
VALYON and W, C, [ERRIR, [I'e further stated that after passing

- & noney order at Alton, Illinols, he and RAY drove-to Kiami,

Florida, in his Nash automobile and under the alias WALTER T,
BERRY, traded this automobile for a 1949 Linco¥yzrm Ty
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~TIAY talked freely to the postal inspectors concerning
his association with RIFE, their travels together and the passing
of instunt mouey orders. IHe refusced to furnish a written ' 7
staterment, At this tine, he had known RIY¥E for a period of
approxinately one week, '

On &pril 1, 1955, both subjccts cntered guilty pleas
in the United States District Court, Xansas City, lissouri,
concerning the forsing and cashing of stolen postal roney
orders and posscssion of stolen noney orders. On July 1,
1¢55, RIVE was cenienced to three ye2rsin prison and RAY
was sentenced to 3 /4 years,

A review of this file reflects_that the 32 roney
orders cashed by RIFE and RAY were ciciied at St, Louis,
Kisscuri; Alvon, IXlinois; ot Springs, Arkansas; Lenphis,
Tepnesste; Mot Speings, Leulsianz; kansas City, Liissouri;

St. Peierchurg, Hiani, Miani Ueach, Daytona Deach, Jacksonville,
Tallahassee, and Wwsapa, Flerida,

. Iustant burpglary was never solved and the Post Office
Perurtrent closed their case in this matter, Their file does
not contain any backeround inforin tion or descriptive gata
concerning either RIFE or LAY,



