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Re: Burglary of United States Post Office 
Kellerville Illinois 
March 7)  1955  

The following inventigation was conducted by SA JOHN 
L. LOGAN at Chicago, Illinois, on April 30, 1958: 

Kr, E. r. WANDEL, Section Chief, Postal Inspector's 
Office, riade available their file number 35437-MD which reflects 
the following iniornation: 

The Kellerville, Illinois, Post Office, Fourth Clacs, 
was forcibly entered between 1:00 and 2:00 a.m. on March 7, 
1955. The loss consisted of 66 blank poetal money orders 
numbers 742239535 through 600, a postmarking etamp and a money 
order stamp. 

On March 8, 1955, a money order in the amount of $45 
was passed at Alton, Illinois. The payee was listed as JAMES 
WALT3N amid the purchaser vas W. C. Erel2IN. On March 21, 1935, 
two noney orders in the aeount of $75 were passed at Eansas 
City, Missouri. The payee was WILLAID 3..MC nIDE and the 
purehaeer was VERNON MC BeIDE. Inveecieetion developed that the 
person passine tfteee poetal money orders drove a /949 Lincoln 
teo-door sedan, bearing 1956 Florida licence 1W25103. The 
Motor Vehicle Luroau determiaed that this plate and car were 
.eold on March 12, 1555, at Miami, Flerida, to WALTER P. or T. 
PLWX, Shamrock Tavern, c/o wira. MILLER, ceeiney, Illinois. 

As a result of the alert on this automobile, VALTEIt T. 
LIFE and Jtee:S EARL RAY were arrested Ly the Missouri State 
Police at Lannibal, Mincouri, on Uareh 23, 1055. Thirty-four 
meeey orders were recovered in the 1949 Lincoln acdan. Both 
RIFE and RAY readily admitted canhine L2 postal money orders 
but denied involvment in the burglary of the United States Post 
• Office. In a eigned statement, HIFE stated that the name WILLADD 

J, 1,-.0 BRIDE and VIZ: ON MC LMIDE were the only names used with 
the exception of one money order which contained the name JA:IES 
WALT ON and W. C, MeRIN„ He further stated that after passing 
a money order at Alton, Illinois, he and RAY drove,  to Miami,. . 
Florida, in his Nash automobile and under the alias WALTIM. T.-. 
AGM, traded this automobile for a 15;49 Limo 
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-RAY talked freely to the postal inspectors concerning 
his association with RIYE, their travels together and the passing 
of instant money orders. Me refused to furnish a written 
statement. At this time, he had known RIVE for a period of 
approximately one week. 

• 

On April 1, 1955, both subjects entered guilty pleas 
in the United States District Court, Kanr;a3 City, Missouri, 
concerning the forging and cashing of stolen postal money 
orders anu possession of stolen money orders. On July 1, 
IXL;5, RUE vas sentenced to three ycarsin prison and RAY 
was sentem!ed to 3 3/4 years. 

A review of this file reflects that the 32 money 
orders cashed by RI YE and RAY were cashed at St. Louis, 
Missouri; Alton, Illinois; It Spritu4s, Art:ansas; Memphis, 

hot 	 LwAisianz; Kansas City, Missouri; 
St. P-Jtershurg, Miami, Miami Leach, Daytona Leach, Jacksonville, 
Tallahassee, and Tampa, Florida. 

Instant burglary was never solved and the Post Office 
Department closed their case in this matter. Their file does 
not contain any back!Iround information or descriptive data 
concerning either RLI:'E or MAY, 
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