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Dear dare end Ralph,
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Hmmamandmitwmaﬂtalkedtﬁamtw.mm’ths"mt”ﬁm:.
when Ralp radsed the question of the DMem-Nhu assascinntions, hoe bracketed it with the
report that “hu allegedly was in contact with North Viet iam, the sug estion being that
this could have figured in cither the eoup, the assassdnations or bothe I then expressed
disbelief on both counin.

_ 9inca then, if in haste, 1 have read the relevant pages of The Pentagon
“y disbelief is fortified, azein on both countss I freely aduit there is much
Jmow ansl that tlmmhnavi&smonntinﬂmm.ﬂamdonthsam
reantn to believe that, in fact, there was any such serious contaet (snc it is a
intelligence ploy to pant puch a rumor). Svem as & laot resort, and there is no reason
of which * inow to congider ho had reachec thet point, L cen concedve that K could
consider he could pet help frou the lorthe s had to kuow that such a move seant his ends
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However, mthrﬁmrmbolhemnpinﬂnnhofmfmm
wave, miththmm;rmmmummmmm
umdmnmdt:nnﬂnmwhd.ﬂnrﬂmhuuomdmitnﬂnmymmm
Itiathamtﬁng&ﬂahhnmnmlmummtmﬁn&thﬂ
first in almost three years, Iwitmmmmmmmﬂmm,uimud.

Mmmmﬁwm;nmldomthmﬂmtmmﬁmsmm but I
mlhmtmcm“nmﬁWmﬁﬁmmmtimmmﬂmW
internal ani were not available for such a study, It is uot possible that the published
papers represeat even a major part of the wmilitery/diplouatis comamications. No? can they
be accepted as honest or complete, Bxauine just one, the first in this series (#33) and

“ﬂmthmhhom@mmthﬁmghuu,ituuﬂdmmtm
U.S.MmmbnMaMMwmmthMmhmitm
Mwmmtmmmmmmurmu
ﬂitmoﬂiﬂﬂ}dﬂdmﬁt}mthﬂhmﬁdmwﬂdmuwﬂhtﬁcm
the eoup? Ailiing him presented no problem to owr Ary or CIA end I doubt 4f it 4id
the SVH forces of either iind,

What resains is that we were willing
at a1l exceptional. During your years (M) wi
cases on the other mide, where we did them,
for that period Cuyann, Ecuador and Peru?
the coups against Jagan, Irving Brown et al
drapa, this is modest in comparison,

ledrick Smith's snaylais seems wdraginative, inadequate and wnquestioning to
mmtwmmmmu,rummtmmmhm
mmpmmmmmumwdmmtormmupm
ﬂntharthiamquhda'ammmummmnntdntumﬁﬁﬁ
mlyumu%m':mmm.mmmamnmhw,wﬂan,n
Harrimang or why no single internal JCS or CIA jnftermal peper is included or even no
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have a coup. We wers for it, That is mot
JFK, you
t just wanted thesm, Am I wrong in recalling
and his boyn were

Europe and Afriea? Congo? Aside from the
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have hed acces” to overything. If you are disposed Biot to belicve this, 1 think that
woen 1 have gompleted TICGER TO RIDE your doubts will be resolved.

I moy, of course, be repeating things well knoun $o you. I wao 2ot able o
follow the disclosures contemporancously beesuse of the work on wibdceh I was then engeged,
a work I tudnk is an ioportant corollary to The Pentmgon Paperse and I do not ioww what
the end product of your personal aunalyses. What I asm responding to i3 the nature of Ralph's
questhons and statements, and in the brief perdod we had, L nay not have correctly
tndarstocd cdther,

ldor an I questloning HoN'a motive in ordering tie stuly. For 2o it is sufticient
to know and believe a3z I do that he was the captive of po many others all of whom hes
8o great a vested interest in controlling whet he lmew and fhought. If you cxamine
soae of the absolube rubidsh in these pevers, such as the extent of SVN govermment
"sontrol" or the "success" of what Ls rnot called Vietnamization, do you noed more? Yet
loufvhouid.theao things, vith bare faces hanging out. I do uot attribuie venailty.
Imn § ignorence enoush? If it was go widespread on the spot, how mush worse in ¥ashington?

One of the things disturbingly glossed over is the lonolulu confercncs. Thers is
sn enormous gno between Documcnt #59, inadequate and al excerpts from a taped
anversation butween Lodge and Dism 11/1/61 nnd the 11/26 *0rdor Jy Johnson ReafCirming
Kennedy's olicy on Vietham," I also question the latter desoription. &nd it was milified
!.nhaeﬂmna:xmth, sometidng convenicntly not disclosed in the FP's, widch here sidp
to August 1964, It is no honest to sey (p. 189) that Johnson reaffirmed what JFK had
padd, nor is it honeat to say that becsuse JFK's "top aldes helf z Vedtnam atrategy
confersnce at Honolulu® they bespoke hls mind. It may interest you to check the rporting
on this confercmoe in the lines. It is so close to notidng 1% amounts to thatl, as my
old pro-PF files show, (I . gave several boxes of VN material to a young scholar once
the FP appeared, for that I'11 not nov need in TIGER, It might swrprise you to lmow how
mach of tids was, ia onw form or another, public.) In any event, these pagzes do nod
digcloss JFK'as persousi attitudes nor the policy wpon which he hal decided,

(hedthemintaresﬁngﬁng;maiﬂ.uhlmmhuomtiathatm.
mmmmmmmmwmm.mm@mwsm
absenca, 1 haven't had timeto ok shis through, but it goes asmiust everylidng, Fach
enbaszy bas a Ho, 2 man, and the last thing one would have suspsoted 1z that o military
mmaaboammmuwmmm‘maismtﬂmmummatmmm
is a strange role, sell-gasis, that is.

Thene sre just a fuw random thoughts after resdiing these parts of the PPisy
Reading thom once and in haste. I seo nd real mflection of J¥K in them, nor of policles
ImﬁhwﬁmM&Ibm.mﬁmm&mmwn.mryindimﬁm
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statoment but threu days before he was kilied on
governgent 1n fuba, Cubans, no% Asericang, woule have 46 urir_- is to pass,

Fonous last words?




