
Eisenhower Solicitor General 
J. Lee Rankin Dies at Age 88 

P (nt..4cflf (i 	cation, which produced the 1954 Su- 
if.—J 	 preme Court ruling that outlawed SANTA CRUZ, Cal. Lee Ran- school segregation. He argued for the kin, 88, who served as the U.S. solicitor government that segregation was general wider President Dwight D. El- wrong senhower and chief counsel to the War- 	In 1956, Mr. Rankin became solicitor ren Commission, which investigated the general, the No. 3 job at the Justice assassination of of President John F. Ken- partment. He went on to argue dozens nedy, died here June 26 after a series of of cases before the nation's highest strokes. 

He joined the Justice Department in court.After the assassination of President1953. The most celebrated case he was Kennedy, Mr. Rankin served as chief involved in was Brown v. Board of Edu- counsel to the Warren Commission. 
The commission's 800-page report, is-
sued in 1964, conduded that Lee Har-
vey Oswald acted alone. 

The next year, Mr. Rankin was 
named New York City's corporation 
counsel, the city's thief attorney. He re-
tired from that post in the mid-1970s. 

Mr. Rankin, a native of Hartington, 
Neb., was a 1930 graduate of the Uni-
versity of Nebraska law school. He 
practiced law in Lincoln for22 years be-
fore corning to Washington and joining 
the Justice Department. 

He had been active in Nebraska Re-
publican politics. In 1952, he managed 
Eisenhower's presidential campaign in 
Nebraska. 


