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 Ihe Difector'n affidavit relative to the fact that Les Harvey Oswald

{ was never an inforimant of the FBI and the «dministrative procedures for the ‘f":\ -
! hpudUng and pay ment of confidential informasta was delivered to Mr, J.. Leo  Fi- \§ '
.+ Jankin of thoPrealdent’'a Cominisslon today, - - C e Ay AN N

———— . S

: Mr. )nkin rend the enver Jetter and the affidavit very carefully, - %
after which be com mentod that he wanted to 1oake It clear that Henry Wadedid ;.- ;' -
. ne? actually testify before the Y'restident's Commission, Rather than testifying, o l .
Mg, Wade 2, pen1ed at the offlces of the Commmiasion and was fnterviewed . |z P
~.relative to his krowvledge concernlng the alle;ation that Oswald bad been an .,
h{ffprmnut of the FI'I and wna then questioned concerning his recollection of M P
proceduree for handling f:forments while V ade was & Bureau employee.* Rankin ¥

stated that hie wnuited to make it extiemely clear to the Director that Mr. Wade "’
wag ifurnlahtng tnformatlon to the best of M1 recollection concerning Bureau -
procedures and was not vouchlng for the cocrectiess of his statements, Mr, =@
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; l ~ Bankin also ndvised that Wade wes pot in any wey critical of the Bureau or any :o. .
, ’ ' . ) :‘ ‘ s . AR .“. -.'x" ‘-'-.'-."'-:!":. »:.‘.

% " 0 ttg procec x_x:os SRR CoiwE :';}a"l”,},ﬁrf‘. ﬁ: ‘Lgf;, S -
’v‘g . . Mr. Rankin commmenied that Chief Justice Warren and he, Mr. Rankin,:''s
" were extremely apprecletive of the Mrector's attitude concerning this matter, ~..- -'-Z '=
.l that hi had Aeon fit to furnich an atlidavit coverlig this situation, and that he had .” _ *

eqreped o willngnens to tectify Lefore tha Comumission if such should be necessary

17 of theiPureau ang that they certaiuly accepted the Director's statement as belng .. & .
D true, Pt they wsre conalderin: this problen from two angles: (1) The necessity ’
e for af:}.\sfyln(; th:: Com:rirglon of the tiratht1ness of the sltuation, which had alreadyé '
A been done; and () having the recordt sfiiclently complete so that at such time as -
‘f the paplic would have an opportuid’y to sce the work of the Cominission there would . =
"3 be a‘\&‘mcle-nt facta to ghow that the matter vos fully explored and that the record - e

’: “would '-co:nplote}y roflect '}m true eitention, I
L o ."' - ¥ . . RS ',.: o N ‘_:-_.:' .
" “. - With regard to Mr, fludkins, the reporter from & Houston, - Texas,’ . :,4,%
.. . hewspaper, Mr, Rankin stated that the nintter of calling Hudking before the,;;_ﬁ%i o
ey Commienton had been conpldered And that prior to calling Hudkins the Chle!";;;,,;-_‘!g@r ‘
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_He algo cousnented that the Commisalon wrs most certainly not questioning the word
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Justice deslred to nee the Director’s affidavit. e advised that now that the = ..o
N(ﬁ?vit hea been teceived conslderntion will be given to calling Hudkins before .-,
thedCominiasion, Jle advised that thore was no objection to the Bureau golng R LA
rlp,ﬁl phead with an interview with Hudking or anyoae else that the Bureau desired
to Luterview to nall tida mituation down, fle stated that if Hudkins were interviewed
he would eppreciate it i & slgned slateraent could be obtatned from him. He also -
atated thet-in tho event Hudiind attoinpted to rely on some s8ource of his for this

Tt

.

~

story and would no' disclose the gource he had in mind calling his employer and i 7> 8
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S Concerniny Henry V'ade and the jaaterial 'which was shown to Mr. Rankin % ¢ .

. portraying the actunl handling of expense iconey and payments to informants and ="

recelpte and flt accounting of Vnda's eypedditures in South America, Mr, Rankin -

L stated he would like very much to have a copy of this material and he was told 1t ;"""

L would be prepared and ade availablc to hiw as soon &8 possible, .He also advised

© Hudkins befors the Commission in o1der to 'ol:taln the true facts, 2.3 LR
. A I ) .. - [N oy Chwe e "'"-i'l'"-"'* e ‘

that there wes no objection to talilng to Mr. Wade concerning his expenditures while * e

17 “h¢iwas in Bouth Am erica (o order that Wada would be fully apprised of what T
activities were at that tinie and bow he qccounted for Ma'expengltqﬁea_.A._":«';.;;-}.a‘a.ﬂ«;. ,;'_3,; i

7 Huons TUAT OSWALD WAS FIIINFOILANT.
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. \‘\1 S Mr, Nankin was advised that the allepation that Oswald was an FBI - - 7
P inforimant 18 sp1eading rapidiy; that the Bureau had had a number of press = vl
P fnguirics and that ve wero anste ring such inquiries with "No comment,". He n.;- §

;1 waé told that 4{ this story breas and the allegation 1s made in the press,” the 'm\p ¥
S Direciﬁor would nocessarily have to meke & slatement that it is an absolute ua.‘i;‘_qe{'yf-,”
Panklp was told that Senator Juoes O, Enstland (12, -Mississippl) of the Senate e

; - Intermal Security Suhsommittee bad advined this rumor had come to his attention ./ -

1o -and that gt had o120 been Erought. to the attentlon ol Senators Roman-L, Hruska **°
P (n -‘q braseta) qud Everett ticiiinley Dlalsan (1L ~Illinois). He was told that - -~

; consiiferation was Leingiglven to calllng; & e eting of the committee to air this - -

i . ’ matte, fnlly ndgnn conidttec was consldering cplling the Director to furnish

L LY testipiony on thé matter, laniin wep told that the Director was {nstructing that
l Senktor Eastlan} be contacted to et him see in confidence the affidavit that the .
Dirdg tor had ‘m;aparcd concerning this matier, He was also advised thattf "~* - - =
. Senator Eautlngl dealred, the nffidavit wouvld also be shown to Senators Hruska ": -~ .
aig Ditksen, Fanlia wao pdvine? that any hearlng by the Internal Security Sub= .. ..
comumittes wouid be a duplication of the work of the Presldent's Commission and.
" that the puipoae of contacting Senator Eastland and the other Senators was to LR
e keep the mntter in the hands of the Prealdent's Commission to avold pubdblicity.” ff{;‘.‘; -
‘ ‘e was advired that the Burenu wna helog placed a a bad position and that the;“‘*::{ o
17" best way Lo handle thiz slluatiod whe to show the atfidavit to Senator Eastland ¥ii<u:¥
. incoufidence, . ¢ . e S T B oo b S
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t1r. Fanlin covnmented that thix situation was exiremely bad and that '™ °

the Wurena's reputetion was tnvoly ed; that the Prerident's Commission did not e
deaire to doterlera in pny way with the Thireat's handling of this situation. He .~

o t . gtated the Lurean should procecd i this matter in the same manner that it would

i handle avy cltvation arielng and disregard the exislence of the President's *- .= = =
: Comnlsrlou. He also commented that, in Addition to this being a problem for’ .:-%°
} e FI'1, the Commliaalon connldered it a p oblem involving all of the intelligence -
" ppencles, He stated that runors were begdudng to circulate involving other o~
Vo iptelligence ngencles and that {or this rerson the Commission intended to go S T
L thto this mwafter thoroughly and would erplore it to whatever extent necessary to et
clarify the record. Ale stuted that whenfie Bureau completed its inquiries into
this matter he wounld apprecinte belog furnished the results and he was assured =

S

_ that this would be done at the earliest possjble time, .. ~ - .- .. -'(,; Cfp e N
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e My, Pankin agatn repeated his statement that he wanted the Dlrector,,_,-’._;f}' g
to know that the Cotnniaston wia not questioning the Bureau's statement ~ .7 s 'a
concerndng the fact that Oswald was not pn jnformeant but they were desirous 4

of claitfying the record, . : S - T
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