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lo
w

 
B
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e
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l s
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ff w
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SA
N

T
A

 C
R

U
Z
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 A

 panel discus-
sion on the JF

K
 assassination w

as 
ab

ru
p

tly
 can

celed
 b

ecau
se o

f th
e 

death of a key participant. 
T

h
e ev

en
t, ti-

tled
 "W

h
at D

o
 

W
e 	

'K
n

o
w

' 
ab

o
u
t th

e JF
K

 
A

ssassin
atio

n
 

(an
d

 W
h

at C
an

 
W

e D
o

 A
b

o
u

t 
It?)" w

as sched- 
u
le

d
 	

fo
r  

W
ed

n
esd

ay
 n

ig
h
t at th

e L
o

u
d
en

 
N

elson C
enter. 

It w
as scrap

p
ed

 late last w
eek

 
w

h
en

 o
rg

an
izers w

ere in
fo

rm
ed

 
that one of the event's tw

o speak-
ers —

 p
ro

m
in

en
t JF

K
 assassin

a- 
. tio

n
 research

er R
o
b
ert R

an
ftel. 3

9
. 

P
lease see JF

K
 P

A
N

E
L

 —
 A

tS 

C
on

tin
u

ed from
 P

age A
l 

of B
erkeley —

 w
as found dead on a 

B
erkeley street in the early m

orn-
ing hours Jan. 29. R

anftel vas dis-
co

v
ered

 slu
m

p
ed

 ag
ain

st a cu
rb

 
near his B

erkeley hom
e, a bicycle 

by his side. 
T

h
e cau

se o
f R

an
ftel's d

eath
 is 

unknow
n pending com

pletisan of a 
to

x
ico

lo
g
y
 rep

o
rt, said

 a sp
o
k
es-

m
an for the A

lam
eda C

ounty C
oro-

ner's O
ffice. 

D
avid R

atcliffe, a S
anta C

ruz re-
searcher w

ho has conducted exten-
sive interview

s w
ith C

ol. L
. F

letch-
er P

routy —
 inspiration for the M

r. 
X

 character in O
liver S

tone's con-
troversial film

 "JF
K

" —
 w

as slated 
to join R

anftel on the panel. 
R

anftel is the form
er director of 

the A
ssassination A

rchives and R
e-

search C
enter in W

ashington D
.C

., 
the nation's largest private collec-
tion. of m

aterial on political assas-
sinations. H

e w
orked as an adviser 

and researcher on such JF
K

 assas-
sination books as "C

onspiracy" by 
A

nthony S
um

m
ers and "B

eS
t E

vi-
dence" by D

avid L
ifton. 

R
an

ftel also
 w

as am
o

n
g

 th
e re-

search
ers w

h
o
 u

rg
ed

 th
e S

en
ate 

S
elect C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssassin
a-

tio
n
s to

 reo
p
en

 th
e in

v
estig

atio
n
 

in
to

 JF
K

's d
eath

 in
 1

9
7

4
. H

e re-
leased to the m

edia in 1987 a N
ixon 

adm
inistration docum

ent seeking 
in

fo
rm

atio
n

 o
n

 su
sp

ected
 h

o
m

o
-

sexuals in C
apitol press corps. 

M
any conspiracy theorists con-

ten
d
 th

at sin
ce 1

9
6
3
, v

ario
u
s re-

searchers and key w
itnesses in the 

JF
K

 assassination have been sys-
tem

atically killed because of w
hat 

they knew
 about the slaying. A

nd 
so

m
e
 lo

c
a
l c

o
n

sp
ira

c
y

 b
u

ffs 
couldn't help but question the cir-
cum

stances of R
anftel's death. 

"Y
ou gotta w

onder," said M
ark 

Z
epezauer, a local author and edi 

fo
r w

h
o

 w
as sch

ed
u

led
 to

 b
e a 

questioner at the forum
. 

"S
uspicious, I guess, is a subjec-

tive term
, but if you have any incli-

n
atio

n
 in

 th
at d

irectio
n

 o
n

e ju
st 

h
as to

 w
o
n
d
er," said

 Z
ep

ezau
er, 

au
th

o
r o

f "T
h

e N
ix

o
n

 S
ag

a" an
d

 
co-editor of the C

om
ic N

ew
s. 

"It's not unreasonable to assum
e 

th
at h

eart attack
s can

 b
e in

d
u
ced

 
and certainly the C

IA
 has been do-

ing that sort of thing since the ear-
ly '60s." he said. "T

here is certain- 

ly
 n

o
 ev

id
en

ce o
f fo

u
l p

lay
, b

u
t 

'su
sp

ect' w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e an
 u

n
rea-

so
n

ab
le term

 to
 u

se.... It's n
o

t o
u

t 
of bounds to question it." 

R
anftel's obituary in a S

an F
ran-

cisco new
spaper F

eb. 6 said he w
as 

receiv
in

g
 m

ed
ical treatm

en
ts fo

r 
depression, but G

rant W
ilson, local 

coordinator for event co-sponsors 
th

e C
h
ristie A

ctio
n
 G

ro
u
p
, said

 
R

an
ftel's u

n
tim

ely
 d

eath
 seem

ed
 

"stran
g
e.... 

"It is rather disturbing. It's hard 
to know

 w
hat (caused his death). ... 

M
aybe he took an overdose of pills. 

W
hat's strange is that w

e had got a 
■

 C
IA

, F
B

I 
w

on't 
disclose 
file

s -
P

age A
5 

S
a

n
ta

 C
ru

z S
e

n
tin

e
l —

 T
h

u
rsd

a
y, F

e
b

. 1
3

, 1
9

9
2

 

letter from
 him

 saying that he w
as 

looking forw
ard to doing this event 

in S
anta C

ruz," said W
ilson. 

"It d
id

n
't ap

p
ear to

 u
s th

at h
e 

w
as depressed. H

e w
as looking for-

w
ard to com

ing dow
n. It sounded 

like he w
as pretty m

otivated," W
il-

son said. "It's definitely caused us 
som

e concern." 
L

es G
ripkey, a local activist w

ho 
recen

tly
 retu

rn
ed

 fro
m

 a JF
K

 as-
sassin

atio
n
 sy

m
p
o
siu

m
 in

 D
allas, 

w
as not as hasty to question R

anf-
tel's death. 

"I d
o
n
't th

in
k
 h

e
 w

a
s in

 th
a
t 

great of health," said G
ripkey, w

ho 

also
 w

as to
 ask

 q
u
estio

n
s at th

e 
event. A

 close friend of R
anftel's 

did not sound suspicious w
hen he 

passed the w
ord by telephone that 

R
anftel had died, said G

ripkey. 
G

ripkey said R
anftel had recent-

ly
 tu

rn
ed

 h
is atten

tio
n

 to
 o

th
er 

p
u

rsu
its, in

clu
d

in
g

 th
e p

lig
h

t o
f 

th
e h

o
m

eless. "If th
ere w

as ev
er 

going to be a tim
e (for R

anftel to 
d

ie su
sp

icio
u

sly
) it w

as w
h

en
 h

e 
w

as g
o
in

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 h

u
n
d
red

s o
f 

thousands of pages of docum
ents 

in
 th

e N
atio

n
al A

rch
iv

es," re-
searching JF

K
's death. 

A
ttorney Jim

 L
esar, president of 

the A
ssassination A

rchives and R
e-

search C
enter in W

ashington, D
.C

., 
said, "I know

 no basis for any sus-
picion, b

u
t I d

o
n
't k

n
o
w

 a g
reat 

deal at this point. ... I've been get-
ting conflicting reports on his age. 
W

as he 39 or 46? 
"I d

o
n
't kn

o
w

 o
f an

y
th

in
g

 th
at 

B
ob w

as w
orking on that put him

 
in

 jeo
p

ard
y

. I h
eard

 th
at h

e w
as 

in
v
estig

atin
g
 th

e m
u
rd

er o
f a fo

r-
m

er girlfriend. T
hat w

ould proba-
b
ly

 b
e m

o
re lik

ely
 a cau

se o
f an

y
 

fo
u

l p
la

y
," sa

id
 L

e
sa

r, w
h

o
se

 
b
ro

th
e
r, K

e
ith

, is a
 la

w
y
e
r in

 
A

ptos. 


