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P
etersburg, V

a., T
uesday night, w

Irre he 

F
ro

m
 T

h
e
 

W
a
s
h

in
g

to
n

 B
u

re
a
u

 

W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 D

uncan R
agsdale. the 

R
epublican opponent of R

ep. H
arold F

ord 
of M

em
phis, said W

ednesday F
ord has not 

been doing a good job as a m
em

ber of the 
H

ouse A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee. 
H

e m
ade the rem

arks as the com
m

ittee 
began hearing testim

ony from
 Jam

es E
arl 

R
ay in the investigation of the m

urder of 
M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr. 

R
agsdale sat in the rear of the com

m
it-

tee room
 during the testim

ony as a special 
g

u
est o

f M
ark

 L
an

e, R
ay

's atto
rn

ey
. 

R
agsdale said he m

ay also represent E
d 

R
ed

d
itt, a fo

rm
er b

lack
 p

o
licem

an
 fro

m
 

M
em

p
h

is, w
h

o
 w

as assig
n

ed
 in

 1
9
6

8
 to

 
g
u
ard

 D
r. K

in
g

. 
. ' 	

R
edditt has been subpened to W

ashing- 
-ton and could testify today if R

ay's testim
o-

i n
y
 en

d
s in

 tim
e, o

r p
o
ssib

ly
 o

n
 F

rid
ay

. 
R

ag
sd

ale said
 th

e last tim
e h

e talk
ed

 to
 

R
edditt he w

as ask
ed

 to
 rep

resen
t h

im
 at 

the hearing, but other sources report R
ed-

d
in

 w
o
n
't u

se th
e M

em
p
h
is law

y
er. 

L
ane and R

agsdale both appeared before 
the U

.S
. D

istrict C
ourt for the D

istrict of 
C

olum
bia W

ednesday afternoon on a w
rit 

, o
f h

ab
eas co

rp
u
s th

ey
 filed

 in
 b

eh
alf o

f 
R

ay asking the court to rem
ove R

ay from
 

th
e cu

sto
d
y
 o

f th
e U

S
. m

arsh
als an

d
 to

 
, investigate charges that R

ay w
as abused at 

the federal penitentiary in V
irginia before 

be testified W
ednesday m

orning. 

L
an

e said
 h

e v
isited

 R
ey

 in
 h

is cell at 

said R
ay w

as kept in a "punitive cell and in 
solitary confinem

ent, kept under constant 
su

rv
eillan

ce an
d

 k
ep

t u
n

d
er lig

h
ts co

n
-

stan
tly

 sin
ce h

is arriv
al in

 V
irg

in
ia." 

H
e said R

ay had been "subjected to such 
v
io

len
t treatm

en
t as ren

d
ers h

im
 in

cap
a-

b
le o

f eatin
g
." 

T
h
e fed

eral co
u
rt late W

ed
n
esd

ay
 o

r-
dered U

S
, m

arshals to carefully guard R
ay 

to
 p

ro
tect h

im
 fro

m
 ab

u
se. 

R
agsdale is a law

yer for G
race W

alden 
S

tep
h

en
s. w

h
o

 h
as claim

ed
 sh

e saw
 th

e 
slayer of D

r. K
ing flee from

 the M
em

phis 
room

ing house on A
pril 4, 1968. S

he has 
been confined for nearly 10 years as a psy-
chiatric patient at W

estern M
ental H

ealth 
In

stitu
te in

 B
o

liv
ar, T

en
n

. 
R

agsdale said W
ednesday that is partly 

the reason he attended hearings as w
ell as 

R
edditt. 
H

e said another reason is to talk to na-
tional R

epublican officials about his cam
-

p
aig

n
 ag

ain
st F

o
rd

 th
is fall. 

R
agsdale blasted F

ord for not "show
ing 

an
y

 in
terest" in

 L
an

e's ch
arg

es th
at t*

 
com

m
ittee has violated its ow

n rules an 
th

e fed
eral law

 in
 its in

v
estig

atio
n
. 

L
ane accosted F

ord T
uesday in the com

-
m

ittee ro
o
m

 an
d
 in

v
ited

 h
im

 to
 talk

 p
ri-

v
ately

 w
ith

 h
im

 ab
o

u
t h

is ch
arg

es. 
R

agsdale said F
ord has not responded_ 

R
agsdale also said that w

hen R
edditt tes-

tified in secret sessions in W
ashington in 

A
pril. he w

as asked by com
m

ittee chair-
m

en L
ouis Stokes (13-O

hio) if he w
as going 

to ran against F
ord this fall. H

e said three 
days later R

edditt's testim
ony w

as leaked 

to
 th

e p
ress. R

ag
sd

ale said
 h

e su
sp

ects 
F

ord m
ay have en

g
in

eered
 th

at leak
. 

T
h
e M

em
p
h
is law

y
er said

 h
e th

in
k
s 

F
ord m

ay turn to ask a lot of questions of 
R

edditt if he testifies. 

"T
in not going to concern m

yself w
ith 

the politics of this thing," F
ord snapped 

outside the com
m

ittee room
. "W

hat I w
ant 

ito
 k

n
o

w
 is th

e tru
th

 in
 th

e h
earin

g
." 

W
ith

 L
an

e at th
e h

earin
g
 w

as R
ev

. 
Jam

es M
. L

aw
son of L

os A
ngeles, w

ho w
as 

chairm
an of the stragegy com

m
ittee for 

th
e san

itatio
n
 strik

ers in
 M

em
p
h
is 1

0
 

(h ears a80. 

L
aw

son is supporting a new
 trial for R

ay 
rough an attem

pt to organize m
inisters 

H
e carried a letter purportedly w

ritten 
by R

ay from
 B

rushy M
ountain P

rison in 
`T

ennessee on July 21. 
"I d

id
 n

o
t k

ill P
r. M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 

Jr.," th
e letter said

. "I b
eliev

e th
at th

e 
evidence that I can give you about how

 I 
w

as used, m
oved around the country, paid 

substantial sum
s of m

oney, directed to buy 
a rifle and directed to report to M

em
phis 

on A
pril 4, 1968, w

ill be helpful in estab-
lishing the fact that there w

as a conspir-
acy

 to
 m

u
rd

er D
r. K

in
g
." 

T
he letter said L

ane and R
ay know

 of 
provisions in the T

ennessee law
 w

hich re-
q

u
ire R

ay
 to

 g
et a n

ew
 trial. 

"B
u

t sin
ce th

e d
ecisio

n
 to

 d
en

y
 w

e a 
trial —

 really a decision to deny the A
m

eri-
can people the truth about the m

urder of 
D

r. K
ing —

 w
as political, I think that only  

political action can change that determ
i-

n
atio

n
." th

e letter said
. 

"I co
u
ld

 tell y
o
u
 th

at I lo
v
ed

 D
r. K

in
g
 

and pretend that m
y prim

ary interest is to 
m

ake all of the facts know
n to the A

m
eri-

can people," the letter said_ "In reality !did 
not know

 D
r. K

ing, never thought about 
him

 until I w
as accused of m

urdering him
 

an
d
 in

 fact I n
ev

er ev
en

 m
en

tio
n
ed

 h
is 

n
am

e w
h

ile h
e w

as aliv
e. 

"It has been said that I am
 a racist," the 

letter added. "In our society m
aybe every-

one is a racist T
he events in B

oston m
ay 

p
ro

v
e th

at." 

T
he letter thanked L

aw
son and others, 

including M
em

phis religious leaders, w
ho 

h
av

e called
 fo

r G
race W

ald
en

's release 
an

d
 a n

ew
 trial fo

r R
ay

. 
"S

ince M
em

phis is a lot closer than M
os-

co
w

 I ask
 y

o
u
 to

 m
eet w

ith
 P

resid
en

t 
C

arter an
d
 ask

 h
im

 to
 req

u
est th

at I b
e 

given a trial," the letter said. "A
t that trial 

I am
 sure I w

ill be able to prove that I am
 

innocent and the secret F
B

I files w
hich w

e 
w

ill see at that trial lead to the real m
ur-

d
erers.  
"I have said fo

r 1
0
 y

ears th
at I'm

 su
re 

that the F
B

I files hold the answ
ers to the 

q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e assassin
atio

n
 o

f D
r. 

K
ing," the letter said 'T

hose trials in M
os-

cow
 m

ay be unfair and com
pletely politi-

cal but at least the defendants there have a 
trial. F

o
r 1

0
 y

ears th
at is all th

at I h
av

e 
asked for, even though I understand that if 
convicted at that trial, I m

ight very w
ell be 

sen
ten

ced
 to

 d
eath

." 
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