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By JACK NEWFIELD and MEL JUFFE el

<. The former counsel of a House investigation into the murder of President
s John F, Kennedy yesterday called a mob lawyer's disclosures in The Post
*implicating Jimmy Hoffa and two Mafia chieftans in the assassination
“the most plausible” explanation.
Z* Lawyer Frank Ragano revealed exclusively in The Post yesterday that he
“carried an order to assassinate JFK from Teamsters boss Hoffa to New Orleans |
Eoc_conm Ohnn_ou z_whno»ﬂo and Florida mob boss Santos Trafficante. Ragano served
-as a lawyer for both Hoffa and Trafficante.
? “Thig ig the most plausible, most coherent [assassination] theory,” said G. Robert G. .g BLAKEY
*Blakey, who shaped the 1979 . Believes Ragano story.
final report of the Select House - = A
‘Committee on Assassinations, the substance of it.
©* “That report concluded that Traf- _He added: “Was he in a position to
¢. ficante, Marcello and Hoffa all hag hear what he says he heard? Yes,
- 18
i, the tBOﬁﬂﬂ- means and opportuni- Does what he heard HMH.NEO. Yes,
- ty"to kill Kennedy, . + Does he have a motive to lie? I
¢ Ragano's testimony “would have don't think so.” .
L strengthened the conclusions we Blakey said Ragano might be
» reached,” said Blakey. mistaken on one point — that
t . The panel was “unable to estab- Hoffa, in effect, gave a hit order to
- lish direct evidence” of the trio's the Mafia chiefs.
.- complicity, the report said. Raga- _ Blakey, a former FBI agent, said
F no's revelations — while filling tn he has detailed knowledge about
: the Jigsaw puzzle of circumstantial Ragano's role as a well-connected
: évidence — atill fall short of direct MOb lawyer and has even testified
m.ﬂinuunﬁgmu‘uﬂn. : about it at court trials, :
2that Marcello and Trafficante Who was Sen. Robert Kennedy's
i “were the two people we investi- ﬁnﬂuuaﬁag.nkﬁamngwﬂ.
M.ﬁa_upsmﬁnpﬁ.dﬁwg terday that Ragano's account “is
killers

and Mafia members. . .the most Plausible [assassination]
_.-gowruhmqnqgnorh»n c..mo..dr It sounds reasonable to
‘the Kennedys. And when you take me. . A
WSEovoau Who has access to vio- Mankiewicz said he became "an ;
 lence, a3 they did, and hates with 2ssassination buff” after be “looked LAST MOMENTS: The president and Mrs. Kennedy begin tragic ride through Dallas,
passion, as they did, what Ragano Into it on assignment from Robert
| says is credible. Kennedy in 1967 and 1963 ) “You have men in organized
(-, "His information does not differ Another of Robert Kennedy’s top crime who are more than capa-
| from other information that came aides, Adam Walensky, called for o of murder and who had the
to us about Trafficante and Mar. & new and Improved version of  motive — tapping into the

| cello.” he added. the Warren Commission to in. Teamsters  half-billion-dollar .
| Blakey, who spoke to The Post Vestigate the murder. pension fund,” said Pileggi, co- : A
[ from South Bend, Ind, where he Commenting on  Ragano's author of the mob movie “Good-
“gﬂ at Notre Dame’s law revelations, Walinsky sald, *T fellas.” Mano a Mano has the perfect
wun_uoo_.ﬁmu»oﬂ always thought that Marcello : ional look for the -
3 “Do [ believe what Raganoisnow Was the most likely suspect.” “The Kennedys were driving internationa or the season , , ,
_m-pu._uﬂ.. The answer Is yes, Mob expert Nick m.:mnwm_._ um.a the mob m%wu — nn m_a: u.m ﬂoﬂn . Sophisticated Wool suits and the _
i bers agano's description of a Hoffa- — crazy. The mob figure the lw 5
e w.ovn..mﬂnm-rmqmoﬂumﬂnoww grdered hit “smells more right Kennedys got rid of Hutta 1 - Great Cover Up, a suave Italian
No,” said Blakey, saying the talks to me than all those other N_M.m._m lose access tb the pension s \ /. L“. trenchcoat. But the real mystery is
were too long ago. “But I believe theories. . g ol :%Lw\ how Mano a Mano can offer yo
~ - o Aﬂwﬂ.\l thees svanicie mtonan oo . o
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