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M
ob law

yer's claim
 fuels JFK

 controversy 
B

y B
ruce F

rankel 
U

SA
 T

O
D

A
Y

 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
 —

 C
on-

sp
iracy

 b
u
ffs an

d
 th

o
se 

sk
ep

tical ab
o
u
t th

e o
ffi-

cial explanations of P
resi-

dent K
ennedy's assassina-

tio
n
 re

c
e
iv

e
d
 a

 b
o
o
st 

T
u
e
s
d
a
y
 fro

m
 tw

o
 

sources. 
110 M

ob law
yer F

rank 	
tTP1-  

R
agano becam

e the first 
H

O
F

F
A

 
person to claim

 a role in 
the killing. H

e told the N
ew

 Y
ork P

ost 
he carried a m

essage from
 T

eam
sters 

boss Jim
m

y H
offa to M

afia godfathers 
dem

anding a "hit" on the president. 
lo• R

ep. H
enry G

onzalez, D
-T

exas, 
said he w

ill introduce legislation to 
open sealed K

ennedy assassination 

records w
hen the H

ouse 
re

c
o
n
v
e
n
e
s la

te
r th

is 
m

onth. 
A

lread
y
, th

e m
o
v
ie 

JF
K

 is re-igniting the pub-
lic's longstanding obses-
sio

n
 w

ith
 th

e assassin
a-

tio
n
 a

n
d
 is lik

e
ly

 to
 

fu
rth

er u
n
d
erm

in
e ac-

ceptance of W
arren C

om
-

m
ission findings that L

ee 
(1

9
8
6
 p

h
o
to

) 
H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 acted

 
alone in killing K

ennedy. 
N

early
 7

5
%

 o
f th

o
se 

questioned in a new
 T

im
e/C

N
N

 poll 
of 1,500 adults believe the truth hasn't 
been told about the assassination. T

he 
poll had a m

argin of error of 2.6 per-
centage points. 

T
he idea of a m

ob role isn't new
. 

B
ut, "he's w

hat w
e've been w

aiting 

for for the last 20 years —
 the older 

g
u
y
 w

h
o
's g

o
tten

 an
 attack

 o
f co

n
-

science and w
ho know

s secrets," says 
Jack N

ew
field, w

ho interview
ed R

a-
gano for the P

ost. 
B

ut S
teven B

rill, author of T
eam

-
sters, says R

agan° "w
as a peripheral 

fig
u
re.... H

o
ffa d

id
n
't o

rd
er th

o
se 

guys to do anything. T
hey ordered 

H
aifa.... W

hen he forgot he w
as their 

tool is w
hen he got killed." 

R
agano says he now

 believes he 
conveyed a fatal m

essage from
 H

offa 
in early 1963 to Florida m

ob boss San-
tos T

rafficante and N
ew

 O
rleans m

ob 
boss C

arlos M
arcello. 

T
he story supports the conclusion 

in 1979 of the H
ouse Select C

om
m

ittee 
on A

ssassinations that M
arcello, T

raf-
ficante and H

offa had the "m
otive, 

m
ean

s an
d
 o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

" to
 k

ill th
e 

p
resid

en
t. T

h
e p

an
el n

ev
er q

u
es-

tioned R
agan°. 

A
 panoply of conspiracy theories 

have flourished from
 alm

ost the first 
reports of K

ennedy's shooting right-
w

ingers in D
allas, the M

afia, C
astro, 

the S
oviet U

nion, the C
IA

 and the F
B

I 
have all been "linked" to the crim

e. 
H

o
ffa's d

au
g
h
ter, B

arb
ara A

n
n
 

C
rancer, 53, a M

issouri adm
inistrative 

law
 judge, says that R

agano has other 
m

otives. 
N

ow
 appealing a second tax-eva-

sion conviction, he "is a desperate and 
v
ery

 sick
 m

an
" try

in
g
 to

 sell "h
is 

books by attacking a dead person. 
"N

ow
here in m

y heart do I believe 
m

y father is capable of doing such a 
thing" says C

rancer, w
ho is battling 

the Justice D
epartm

ent to open F
B

I 
files on H

offa's 1976 disappearance. 
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Lawyer Says Hoffa Told 2 Mob Bosses to 
rliBy George Lardner Jr. 

„ 	Washington Post Staff Writer 

A IgvVy/T who once represented Team-

sters preMent Jimmy Hoffa said yesterday 

that Hoffa had him tell two Mafia bosses in 

early 1963 , to have President John F. Ken-

nedy killed:-  
Tampa !lawyer Frank Ragano said on 

ABC's "Good Morning, America" that he 

"thought itwas a joke" but later became con-

vinced that'it was serious. He told the New 

York Post rwhich first reported on Ragano's 

allegation3:Zuesday, that he was willing to 

repeat his,story under oath to a congression-

al committee. 
Ragqioc. who was close to the two Mafia 

bosses,;Saptos Trafficante of Tampa and Car-

los Mame& of New Orleans, once ridiculed 

the idea that the two might have been in-
volved in the assassination. 

According to an April 11, 1967, FBI re-

port, Ragano told agents in an interview that 

he had been driving through New Orleans 

with Marcello and Trafficante when the car 

radio blared out the latest item about District 

Attorney Jim Garrison's investigation of the 

Kennedy murder. 
Ragan, who was in the back seat, said 

Trafficante listened for a moment, then 

turned to Marcello and stated: " 'Carlos, the 
next thing you know, they'll be blaming the 
president's assassination on us.' " 

The House Assassinations Committee, af-

ter an inquiry in the late 1970s, concluded 

that Kennedy "was probably assassinated as 
the result of a conspiracy." The committee 

said that Marcello and Trafficante had "the 

motive, means and opportunity" to take part 

in the murder, but the panel said it had no 

direct evidence against them. 
Ragano, 68, now writing his autobiography  

and appealing a three-year-sentence for in-

come tax evasion, did not testify before the 

committee. He was Trafficante's lawyer as 

well as Hoffa's for many years, and was 

present with 13 top Mafia bosses from 

around the country, including Marcello and 

Trafficante, when they were arrested at a 

Queens, N.Y., restaurant in 1966 to discuss 

what police described as "matters of national 

importance" to organized crime. 
Ragano could not be reached for direct 

comment yesterday, but he told the New 

York Post that he delivered Hoffa's message 

to Trafficante and Marcello at a meeting in 

the Royal Orleans Hotel in New Orleans a 
few days after meeting with Hoffa at Team-

sters headquarters here. Trafficante has 
since died. Marcella is 81 and reportedly suf-

fering from Alzheimer's disease. 
According to the New York Post account, 

Ragano told them, "You won't believe what 

Have President Kennedy Killed 
Hoffa wants me to tell you. Jimmy wants you 

to kill the president." Instead of laughing, 
Ragano said, Marcello and Trafficante 

"looked at each other in a way that made me 

uncomfortable. . . . It made me think they 

already had such a thought in their mind." 
A few minutes after the Nov. 22, 1963, 

assassination, Ragano said Hoffa called him 

and asked: "Have you heard the good news? 

They killed the SOB." Ragano said he had 

dinner with Trafficante that same night and 

Trafficante offered a toast to Kennedy's 

death. 
On ABC yesterday, Ragano said Hoffa, 

who was under indictment for jury tamper-
ing, wanted President Kennedy killed be-

cause of the "Get Hoffa" efforts of Attorney 

General Robert F. Kennedy. "If Bobby was 
killed," he said the president might simply 

have appointed someone who was "more vi-

cious." 

This is not the first time Ragano has 

sought to capitalize on his relationship with 

Hoffa. In 1982, he made efforts to produce a 

movie about "the life and death of Jimmy 

Hoffa," who was presumably murdered in 

1975. Ragano sold percentages of the pro-

spective profits to local investors. He was 

convicted for failing to report $107,000 of 

the money he took in on his 1982 and 1§83 

tax returns and sentenced last year to three 

years in prison. The movie was never made. 

In a related development, former House 

Assassinations Committee chairman Louis 

Stokes (D-Ohio) said he is actively exploring 

the possibility of releasing all that is "releas-

able" from committee records put under a 

50-year seal. He said he is disturbed by Ol-

iver Stone's movie, "JFK," and its charges of 

government involvement in a conspiracy to 

kill Kennedy and to cover it up. 


