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9/18/65
Dgar Sol,

Por many things I em grateful: that you sre back, epparently well, wrote me
promptly, the letter tcok only the oustomsry 100% toc muo time %o get here, and 1
hed & hunch and went for the meil se soon as there wss any chence 1t had arrived, ior
I osn still get & brief letter off in today's only outgoing meil, Thers is 1lit tle
&dso at the moment for which I esn ge grateful,

I heve heard nothing from England snd only wery bsd from France « so bed thet
the comeroial counsellor st the Embassy is upset- by the correspondence I showed him
and recommended I get in touch with the oultursl sttache in New York which I hove done,
In the United States the book wontinues to oligit high praise and negative policy
decisions, specified es policy. Entirely sside from everything else, 1t is quite
right, which, I know you dont believe, unasseilably so, which may bs thas root of the
problem. It has been read by three and e hulf lawyers (the fourth is only s 1ittle
more then half through it) and sl 1l preise it highly, including 2 member of the House
Judlolery Committes who, uncomvineed to begin with, is now convinced, "shooked and
shaken" snd, us & resder snd lawyer both, "fascinnted” by what I have done.

43 of now the book 1s in the honds of pudblishers iv New York who know it is
not a singulsr sutmission. Bob Wohlforth (Ferrar Strauss) has it end like the others,
promisod & two-week reasdings I was in New York until the s ftermoon of the ‘tenth, Boh's
copy didn't risch him until Mondey, So, ha still hes a week to go., I'm coming up this
weelc, I hope Monday morning, the 20th. I expect to stay at Sidney's. I am very anxious
to tslk to you a2t sone length and hove it cen be st night when, if you have no social
comittment, we can go over everything, beceuse I shell slso meed sdvics on decisions
I must Pske snd I dont think you'll be in the best position to offer sdvice without
knowing everything.

With Ivsn, I think that st lesat for the moment I should do what you balievae,
but agein, let thet weit until we cen talk, By this time my demages heve soared, and
1 have smple evidence of &) the quality of the mamiscript b) the demage to me feilure
of the book to sppear on the agreed Merch 15 date has caugod., Sidney has for some
time thought it mey be to Iven's interest to print the bo ¥. I am spprehensive about
this bellioving sn enforceble ngreement frow him is not possible, But he will certainly
bewopen to a very largs clsim if he doesn't perform at all, Also, I Believe thet
despite his generel ellegetion snd because of the o nsistent mntrary information fmn
everybody - editors, pudblishers, English professors snd b wyars, his implication his
reason was llterary is nonsensa. I still beliave somesone in Pashington gave John Ledes
the word, the day he wes in “ashington, the day thelr attitude ch:nged, the dsy before
Iven gave ke his decision, Co-incidence, parhisps, but I mow without doubt I huve &
very good book tha$ may still be and certainly then wes s valusble property.

I tried persistently in the late Spring to get through to Harriet Pilpbl, which she
invited me to do. I failed. Finally Igot a message that I had slresdy been everywhere
she would or could have sug:ested. * believe she hed 8 aifferent reason, for one,

I believe Bessie et Athensum (policy negative a week after promised end despite an ad-
vance prordse of no subseguent policy decision) is & relstive,



PR

Sylven Fox has a book coming out, pubdishing by Awaerd Bookpy of which I have never
heard, Six deily summeries by World-Telegram, by waich he is employed, the end of this
month, pre-strike news in 9/13 Publishers! Weeklys First, 200,000 copy prrinting,
largest in historg of company, Alas, #s I see it, he drews on materisl outside

record end unless blurb is wwong, only :sks questions. I think acceptability depends
upon offlelel inofmmetion, 1 use no other, Whether this widl hurt or help, only

time will tell, but it confronts me with one of my decisions. aAn Oscar Céllier,

Fleet Publishing Corp., 230 Park, hed an interest in the subject. He did a very nice
thing in response to my letter, He phoned me, He say8 he is interested bmt is now
overcontracted, sna that 4f 1 still have not hed & contract from one of his timrid
confreres, to see him, I am elso to ses him this coning week. It would be good to
know more about him as soon ss possible, becsuse I think there may yet be possibilities.
et me also, confidentially, tell you where else the book now is in cese you have sny
ldess: Bobbs-llerril, which has sn editorial affirmative interast but I have no way

ol knowing what the publishers themselves will do when confronted by policy. But the
oditor, Bob Ockene, was quite excited. I'1l see him, 8ally Belfrage (New ims rican
lﬂ.brar:,’, which is frank in ssying 1%t will not touch the subject, sent me to him,

She 1s the deughter of Cedric Belfrege, "editor in exile" of the National Guardisn,)
said the owner refused to read the Lene ms. becsuse he wes sfraid he'd like it. They
re Jected mine. Scribners (Mr, Hutter); Dell ( Richard Roberts, senior editor, sccepted
1t for o two week r-ading, by whom I dont lnow, I had & very nice chat with a pleasent
young wonen neme Iva Caplen, whose function I do not know.

Merk Lane's book is to he published by Bodley-Hesd in England, mnssive reptinting by

Penguin, It wec, as I under stand, so inmccurste { &g have been his writings in the

fuurdiar) thet they heve on entire c¢-mmittee headed by Historian Trevor-Roper (himself
the most conspilouous misteker in this field) checking and revising ite. My book is

8t Goliencz, and I have Lesr: nothing, Waybe Sidney has. My book was given to Michel

Mohrt, an official of Gslliyard in Peris, very reputsble, June 4, .persusnt to s

June 2 asgresment (repested “une 4. They would do the book if Mchrt liked {t. He would
let me Xnow by June 15 if hé didn't, If he ddd, Gellimerd's sdditional approvel wuld

be necesssry, forthcoming by July 1, Negative decision, is made, ss soon as mmde snd

if mede before July 1, then conveyed imiedietely. Publicaticn February, target Xmns,

but only dim possibility. Three letters unsnswered until ldohrt left Paris, when his
secretary wrote s letter revealling no conformity to sgreement at all snd that Gallimard

88 of July 30 haed "just" bought a "similar" menusceript. More then o ything else this

led to extra work snd expense of copyright reglstration. My second letter was agein
énswered Ly her, eslthough it, the fifth, was addmessed to Cellimard personally, She .

here seid (8ept 3.) that the book had come in which Mohrt was in the UzS. The conflict is
clear. And the very first question I hsd asked of Mohrt wes of conflict, e ssstred -

me there was non esnd of Gellimard's interest in subject. He g0t on my book %o gusrantee
no competition to whstever he is publishing, which L now believe is Lene'a, thmough
influence of @iswald Comrittees, Gellimard publishes Ssrtre {to whom I wrote wi thout
response) snd Ssrtre 1s on Yrench Comnittes. This book 1s schedueld for publicetion

well in advance of any date Mohrt said was possible.

If at 8ll possible, I went to do something about this vioious piece of chicenery, I
would hope it 1& sotioneble, Now, dont eay enything to me about not heving a written
contract. This took place in the lobby of the Weshington Hilton 6 o*choek 3t night,

and look what hap-ened to the one contrect I ever signedl This is s very reputsblse house.
But I have leerned thet in such s wnpletely dishonest business as publishing seems

to be, 8 reputetion for honest is only compsrative, .



Yhat misersble, cowardly, crooked people! ¥hat e foundation for a free press!

So fer as my other work is concerned, I'm working, getting things on psrer, and
+ Yave done much, © nsidering. But ot tho monent I em not capsble of good work,
end the emotions) involvement on the book the egent wants (whet happened to us) is
such that I had ti suspend. 1 have completed & rough draft of s book calls & "Oskar
The Humen Goose", I shall read it in a coupie 6f wooks end revise it. I heven't mesd
a2 page but my impression is that 1t nesds much work, revision, fleshing out, rephrasing,
atce It was hard enough, simest impossible, to work creatively vefore. 1t is now
worse, end when I look at Lil snd see how she feels, how she has aged, and how often ill,
work bacomes impossible. I work, but it is nothing,

¥n our suit, things are very slow. We snswered the government's first interrogatory
end I roughed out in lsy language a series of questions to which we want the snsvers
but which I also hope will educete the gov-ornment lawyer, I sm hopeful it will
succesd. But to give you sn 1:ea of how slowly they work, money due us from our
previous lawyers, & slight sum but quite meaningful to us now, has not yet Wmen
gotten, and it is f£ifteen months since we sgreed. Likewise necessary papers from
the first suite I write end 1 ask my present lwwyer, but he does nothing.

I'11 have to suspend and mail without reading or this will miss the mell end I'd
like you to have it Monday. I'11 esll you when I get to New York, snd if you think
it {s & good diesad, we'll postpone getting together until sfter I get the feel of the
current situation. But also nerhers you can then tell me any nishte thet sre Ime
possible for you, If Fredzs is back in schonl, perhaps I can atsy with you that

night. Regarda to everyone. Hope I haven't misspoken myself but if I dont quit now
1t doesn't 2o outs That is what hoap-ensd to the “ugust letter mal led from D.C.

Harold



