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The Fearless

Charles McCabe
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H&ve a Heort!

HERE is a curious quality of heartlessaess in
the public life of Americs Lodey . Menwith Hian
fpees  which refleel havd hearis ove af the helm.
They haye been put there by the allluen! miidie-
class which put them in office, and by rhe vich
Whatever government we have is largely lor the
benefit of these two clusses, Far the rest theve is the
closed mind; and, worse, ¢~
the closed heart. § ., 1
The poor, the old, the 3 g E .
mentally sick, the boos-
ers, the heads of various
kinds, the minorvities of
all kinds, have never
had a harder time being
heard. These classes are
inferior kinds of human
being, mutants outside
the pale. The burden ol L. v
proafl today is on the huve-nots, S0 completely is the
volte-face we have made since the duys of the De-
pression and the leadevship ol Franklin D. Roose-
wlt‘ 1
~“Now FDR was something of a phony, a Hudson
River valley Dutch squire with the congealed s1ti-
tudes 'of the landed gentry. Two things forced him (v
join the human race: the disease which cost him the

’

B

loss of his legs, and the terribie freight of huwman

misery he inherited when he took over the Prosiden-
ey. He_le_'arned compasgsion the hani way. Having

came o oecupy almoest wholly lns energies and his
syvmpathies.
) * *x *
QOSEVELT'S finest hour, perhaps, came adter
his overwhelming 1936 victory over All Lan-
don. In hisa nce speech, he wus truly magnan-
imous, He a to government his hard-bought
personal philosophy when he said:

“Governments can errc, Presidents can make
mistakes but the immortal Dante tells us that divine
justice weighs the sins of the cold-blooded and the
sins of the warm-hearted in & different scale. Better
the oceasional faults of a government living in a
spirit of charity than the consistent omissions of a
government frozen in the ice of its own indiffer-
‘ence.”
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W not surprisimg tnat these words
Nave exercised a lifelony Taseingtion o
heanedy . e used Lhem over and over di
LW campaign agoisst Richard M. Nixon. J;

ot unly making pious remembrances th
Democrat, and expressing hig own personat
goveynment. He was guité pointedly saying v« o
oxpected of the govermuent of My, Nixbn, shoule
be elected.

s * % .
N“‘"“' THAT we have Mr. Nixon. those woi
LM vored by two Presidents hate an adds:
nunce. We are indeed canght in “a covernme,
zen in the ice of its.own indiflerence.” The ¢
concern of e Nixon, it would oftenappoar
publie yelations, He is master of that nalisna
ady which holds yvou can chanee o thine by o
ing its name and its coluration. Thul malady s
trom alienation fram sell, and aven [Fom comt -
ol self,

Il there s a single woid to descvibe our go.
ment in Washington, behind all its carefully |
pused felevigion smiliness. it is avim, Those M-
ells, those Lairds, those Zieclers, those Agr
those Macdison avenue men i the White Foos
canpot imagine one of them helping up an old
who slumped to the stieet, anless mavbe sho oo
white and had on a decent fur eout. And they q-
bother (o coneeal their contewmpt lor those who

o nob made it. Not to have miade it is nowadays al;

to ot yoursell outside the virele of ggvernnien

b o swedfaee i pncitioaly pn bopp

\‘. JHAT I3 TRUE out of Washingion is «

more true out of Sacramento. There (he .-
ol human kindness has long since becoms ive, Cur-
tempt for those who haven't mude it oozes oo
virtually every stafement on social policy from
the lips or pen of Mr. Reaman, whether it he t:-
plight of the mentally ill, or those mothere 7
have the temerity to have a third bastard,

. Curiously, and perhaps significantly, bot' 4.
Nixon and M Reagan came trom the kind of buck-
ground which now geems to bug them. They weie
poor boys, and they made it. Perhaps that Tact ot
making it, and the complicated guilts it engenders,
is what causes the closing of the heart which i /i-
minishing the life of al of us.



