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Late, great inaugural addresses... 
W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 T

h
e fo

rm
er 

H
ollyw

ood actor w
ho w

ill take the oath 
o
f o

ffice as P
resid

en
t o

f th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates M
o
n
d
ay

, can
 m

ak
e h

isto
ry

 b
y
 

uttering m
em

orable w
ords w

hen he is 
inaugurated at the C

apitol at noon. 
O

r, R
o
n
ald

 W
. R

eag
an

 can
 let th

e 
m

o
m

en
t slip

 b
y
 w

ith
o
u
t an

y
 n

o
tab

le 
statem

ents to m
ark his inaugural day. 

T
im

e w
ill tell. 

N
oted editor W

esley P
edersen, of the 

P
ublic A

ffairs C
ouncil, recalled som

e 
m

em
o
rab

le in
au

g
u
ral sp

eech
es b

y
 

presidents in the past. 
T

he lofty phrases spanned 200 years of 
history and today m

any school boys and 
g
irls can

 id
en

tify
 th

em
, ev

en
 rep

eat 
m

any excerpts. 
P

erh
ap

s it can
 b

e said
 A

m
erica h

as 
en

jo
y
ed

 so
m

e o
f its fin

est m
o
m

en
ts 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e w
o
rd

s o
f n

ew
 p

resid
en

ts 
w

h
o
 to

u
c
h
e
d
 th

e
 h

e
a
rtstrin

g
s o

f 
m

illions, as did W
oodrow

 W
ilson in the 

clim
ax of his 1913 address w

hen E
urope 

tottered on the brink of w
ar. 

"T
his is not a day of trium

ph," W
ilson 

said
. "It is a d

ay
 o

f d
ed

icatio
n
. H

ere 
m

u
ster n

o
t th

e fo
rces o

f p
arty

 b
u
t th

e 
forces of hum

anity. M
en's hearts w

ait 
u
p
o
n
 u

s; m
e
n
's liv

e
s h

a
n
g
 in

 th
e
 

balance; m
en's hopes call upon us to say 

w
hat w

e w
ill do. W

ho shall live up to the 
g
reat tru

st —
 W

h
o
 d

ares fail to
 try

? I 
sum

m
on all honest m

en, all patriotic, all 
forw

ard.looking m
en, to m

y side. G
od 

helping m
e, I w

ill not fail them
, if they 

w
ill but counsel and sustain m

e." 

W
ilson's eloquence w

as m
oving and 

its im
pact w

as profound. 
B

ut perhaps the m
ost m

em
orable few

 
w

o
rd

s o
f a

n
y
 P

re
sid

e
n
t a

t a
n
y
 

inauguration w
ere those of F

ranklin D
. 

R
oosevelt in 1933. 
E

d
ito

r P
e
d
e
rse

n
 re

c
a
lle

d
 th

a
t 

A
m

erica w
as in the grips of the D

epres-
sion. M

illions of m
en and w

om
en w

ere  unem
ployed. S

oup lines flourished all 
acro

ss A
m

erica. W
all S

treet sto
ck

 
brokers and investors jum

ped out of the 
w

indow
s of skyscrapers in N

ew
 Y

ork 
C

ity
. B

an
k
s v

erg
ed

 o
n
 b

an
k
ru

p
tcy

. 
F

arm
ers w

ere broke —
 plagued by low

 
prices and dust storm

s. 
A

nd at a crucial m
om

ent in A
m

erican 
history w

hen the crisis w
as at its height 

cam
e a voice from

 W
ashington —

 not 
ju

st an
y
 v

o
ice —

 b
u
t o

n
e w

h
ich

 w
as 

re
a
ssu

rin
g
, c

o
n
so

lin
g
, g

e
n
tle

 y
e
t 

goading. In m
easured tones, R

oosevelt 
by radio soothed trouble A

m
ericans in 

their "dark hour of national life." 
H

e rallied A
m

erica, deep in despair, 
in ringing, challenging, term

s. 

"T
he only thing w

e have to fear," he 
said

, "is fear itself." A
m

erica w
as to

 
w

ait a long tim
e to find its w

ay out of the 
D

epression. B
ut on that cold M

arch day 
in 1933 w

hen it heard R
oosevelt's w

ords 
the nation knew

 it had a leader of great 
stature and courage. 

Jo
h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 in

 1
9
6
1
 in

sp
ired

 
m

illio
n
s aro

u
n
d
 th

e w
o
rld

. H
e su

m
-

m
oned new

 generations to the fight for 
freedom

 and dem
ocracy. 

H
e said: "L

et the w
ord go forth from

 
th

is tim
e an

d
 p

lace, to
 frien

d
 an

d
 fo

e 
alike, that the torch has been passed to a 
new

 generation of A
m

ericans, born in 
this cen

tu
ry

, tem
p
ered

 b
y
 w

ar, d
isci-

plined by a hard and bitter peace, proud 
of our ancient heritage, and unw

illing to 
w

itness or perm
it the slow

 undoing of 
those hum

an rights to w
hich this nation 

h
as alw

ay
s b

een
 co

m
m

itted
, an

d
 to

 
w

hich w
e are com

m
itted today at hom

e 
and around the w

orld. 
"L

et ev
ery

 n
atio

n
 k

n
o
w

, w
h
eth

er it 
w

ishes us w
ell or ill, that w

e shall pay 
any price, bear any burden, m

eet any 
h
ard

sh
ip

, su
p
p
o
rt an

y
 frien

d
, o

p
p
o
se 

any foe to assure the survival and the 
success of liberty." 

C
 C

 . . . M
y
 fe

llo
w

 
c
itize

n
s o

f th
e
 

w
o
rld

, a
sk

 n
o
t 

w
h

at A
m

erica w
ill 

d
o
 fo

r y
o
u

, b
u

t 
w

h
a
t to

g
eth

er w
e 

c
a
n

 d
o
 fo

r th
e
 

freedom
 of m

an
."

 

Joh
n

 F
. K

en
n

edy 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 c

o
n
c
lu

d
e
d
 w

ith
 th

e
se

 
rem

ark
s, alread

y
 am

o
n
g
 th

e m
o
st 

fam
ous in A

m
erican history: 

"A
nd so, m

y fellow
 A

m
ericans, ask 

not w
hat your country can do for you -

ask w
hat you can do for your country. 

M
y fellow

 citizens of the w
orld, ask not 

w
hat A

m
erica w

ill do for you, but w
hat 

together w
e can do for the freedom

 of 
m

an." 
A

braham
 L

incoln achieved im
m

or-
tality

 in
 m

an
y
 w

ay
s. B

u
t n

o
th

in
g
 so

 
m

o
v
ed

 m
en

 an
d
 w

o
m

en
 all o

v
er th

e  

w
orld as his second inaugural address in 

1865. 
T

h
e C

iv
il W

ar P
resid

en
t w

ro
te h

is 
nam

e in the history books for all tim
e. 

"W
ith m

alice tow
ard none," he said, 

"w
ith charity for all, w

ith firm
ness in 

the right as G
od gives us to see the right, 

let us finish the w
ork w

e are in, to bind 
up the nation's w

ounds, to care for him
 

w
ho shall have borne the battle, and for 

his w
idow

 and orphans, to do all w
hich 

th
ey

 ach
iev

e an
d
 ch

erish
 a ju

st an
d
 

lasting peace am
ong ourselves and w

ith 
all nations." 


