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O
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H
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C
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U
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B
y A

rt B
u
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tea
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T
h

ere w
ill p

rob
ab

ly b
e a lot of fin

-
ger-p

oin
tin

g ab
ou

t th
e d

eb
acle in

 V
iet-

n
am

. It's h
ard

 to fix th
e b

lam
e on

 an
y 

on
e p

erson
 so, tok

satisfy everyon
e's p

o-
litica

l p
ersu

a
sio

n
, h

ere is .a
 sm

a
ll 

ch
oice to 'p

ick
 from

. A
 larger ch

oice 
can

 b
e fou

n
d

 in
 a b

ook
 titled

 "
T

h
e E

x-
p

erts"
 b

y
 C

ly
d

e E
d

w
in

 P
ettit fro

m
 

w
h

ich
 I lifted

 m
ost of th

ese q
u

otes. 
F

ren
ch

 G
en

. Jean
 L

eclerc: "
I d

id
n

't 
com

e b
ack

 to In
d

och
in

a to give In
d

o-
ch

in
a b

ack
 to th

e In
d

och
in

ese."
 (S

ep
t. 

31, 1945) 
U

.S. G
en. M

ark C
lark: "I am

 also im
-

p
ressed

 b
y th

e F
ren

ch
 m

ilitary p
lan

s, 
b

y th
e ap

p
aren

t V
ietn

am
ese d

eterm
i-

n
ation

 to figh
t. I cou

ld
 n

ot m
ak

e an
y 

b
etter p

lan
s th

an
 th

ose alread
y in

 ex-
isten

ce h
ere...." (F

eb
. 24, 1953) 

S
h

erm
an

 A
d

am
s, assistan

t to P
resi-

d
en

t E
isen

h
ow

er: "
A

t a .S
u

n
d

ay n
igh

t 
m

eetin
g
 in

 th
e u

p
sta

irs stu
d

y
 a

t th
e 

W
h

ite H
ou

se, E
isen

h
ow

er h
ad

 agreed
 

w
ith

 D
u

lles an
d

 R
ad

ford
 on

 a p
lan

 to 
sen

d
 A

m
erican

 forces to In
d

och
in

a u
n

-
der strict conditions." (A

pril 4, 1954) 
F

ren
ch

 B
rig

. G
en

. C
h

ristia
n

 d
e 

C
a

stries: "
I'm

 g
o

in
g

 to
 k

ick
 G

en
. 

G
iap

's teeth
 in

, on
e b

y on
e."

 (A
p

ril -20, 
1954) 

Sen. M
ike M

ansfield (D
-M

ont.): "N
go 

D
in

h
 D

iem
's govern

m
en

t stan
d

s for d
e-

cen
cy an

d
 h

on
esty w

h
ile th

ose con
sp

ir-
in

g to b
rin

g h
im

 d
ow

n
 rep

resen
t cor-

ruption." (A
pril 30, 1955) 

U
.S

. G
en

. E
arle K

. W
h

eeler: "
It is 

fa
sh

io
n

a
b

le in
 so

m
e q

u
a
rters to

 sa
y
 

th
at th

e p
rob

lem
s in

 S
ou

th
east A

sia 
are p

rim
arily p

olitical an
d

 econ
om

ic. I 
d

o n
ot agree. T

h
e essen

ce of th
e p

rob
-

le
m

 in
 V

ie
tn

a
m

 is m
ilita

r
y
."

 
(N

ovem
ber, 1962) 

A
ssistan

t S
ecretary of D

efen
se A

r. 
th

u
r D

. S
ylvester; "

It's th
e in

h
eren

t  

righ
t of th

e govern
m

en
t to h

e to cave 
itself." (D

ec. 6, 1962) 
S

ecreta
ry

 o
f D

efen
se R

o
b

ert S
. 

M
cN

am
ara: "

T
h

e S
ou

th
 V

ietn
am

ese 
arm

ed
 forces h

ave n
ow

 attain
ed

 th
e 

ex
p

erien
ce, tra

in
in

g
 a

n
d

 n
ecessa

ry
 

eq
u

ip
m

en
t req

u
ired

 fo
r v

icto
ry

 . . . 
V

icto
ry

 is in
 sig

h
t?

' (F
eb

. 1
9

, 1
9

6
3

) 
U

.S
. G

en
. P

a
u

l D
. H

a
rk

in
s: "

B
y
 

C
h

ristm
as it w

ill all b
e over."

 (A
p

ril, 
1963) 

P
resid

en
t Joh

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y: "
I can

't 
d

o it (w
ith

d
raw

 from
 V

ietn
am

) u
n

til 
1965—

after I'm
 reelected

."
 (S

p
rin

g, 
1963) 

S
ecretary of S

tate D
ean

 R
u

sk
: "

P
art 

of the problem
 (of creating a broad po-

litical b
ase in

,th
e sou

th
) h

as b
een

 th
at 

th
o
se w

h
o
 h

a
v
e co

lla
b

o
ra

ted
 in

 th
e 

w
ar d

ays an
d

 im
m

ed
iate p

ostw
ar d

ays 
w

ith
 H

o C
h

i M
in

h
 w

ere p
retty m

u
ch

 
ru

led
 ou

t of con
sid

eration
 in

 V
ietn

am
 

and properly so.".(1963) 
S

ecretary of S
tate D

ean
 R

u
sk

: "
T

h
e 

L
aotian

s are very in
terestin

g p
eop

le. 
T

h
ey

 d
o
n

't lik
e to

 k
ill ea

ch
 o

th
er."

 
(Sept 15, 1963) 

P
resid

en
t L

yn
d

on
 B

. Joh
n

son
: "

W
e 

are n
ot ab

ou
t to sen

d
 b

oys n
in

e or ten
 

th
ou

san
d

 m
iles aw

ay from
 h

om
e to d

o 
w

h
at A

sian
 b

oys ou
gh

t to b
e d

oin
g for 

them
selves." (O

ct. 21, 1964) 
S

en
. I W

illiam
 F

u
lb

righ
t (D

-A
rk

.): 
"

P
resen

tly th
e m

ilitary op
eration

s ap
-

p
ear•to b

e goin
g b

etter. T
h

ere h
ave 

b
een

 rep
orts from

 a m
ilitary p

oin
t of 

view
 in

 recen
t w

eek
s ... W

e h
ave also 

in
sisted

 on
 con

tin
u

in
g th

e b
om

b
in

g as 
w

e d
id

 In
 th

e sp
rin

g. T
h

e P
resid

en
t 

m
ad

e som
e very im

p
ressive sp

eech
es 

in that direction." (O
ct. 24, 1965) 

U
.S

. G
en

. M
axw

ell D
. T

aylor: "
T

h
e 

V
iet G

ong w
ill just peter out." (O

ct. 27, 
1965) 

U
n

d
ersecretary of S

tate, E
u

gen
e V

. 
R

ostow
: "

I view
 V

ietn
am

 as a p
rob

lem
 

of order." (O
ct. 4, 1966) 

H
en

ry C
ab

ot L
od

ge, U
S

—
A

m
b

assa-
d

o
r to

 S
a
ig

o
n

: "
B

y
 th

e en
d

 o
f 1

9
6
7
, 

th
ere m

igh
t b

e ligh
t at th

e en
d

 of th
e 

tu
n

n
el an

d
 everyb

od
y w

ill get th
e feel-

in
g

 th
a

t th
in

g
s a

re m
u

ch
 b

etter...."
 

(D
ec. 16, 1966) 
V

ic
e
 P

r
e
s
id

e
n

t H
u

b
e
r
t H

. 
H

u
m

p
h

rey: "
V

ietn
am

 is ou
r greatest 

ad
ven

tu
re, an

d
 a w

on
d

erfu
l ad

ven
tu

re 
it is!" (N

ov. 1, 1967) 
U

.S
. G

en
. W

illiam
 C

. W
estm

orelan
d

: -
"

I h
ave n

ever b
een

 m
ore en

cou
raged

 
in

 m
y fou

r years in
 V

ietn
am

."
 (N

ov. 15, 
1967) 

P
resid

en
t R

ich
ard

 M
. N

ixon
: "

I w
ill 

say con
fid

en
tly th

at look
in

g ah
ead

 ju
st 

th
ree years th

e w
ar w

ill b
e over ..: It 

w
ill b

e over on
 a lastin

g b
asis th

at w
ill 

p
rom

ote lastin
g p

eace in
 th

e P
acific."

 
(O

ct. 12, 1969) 
D

r. H
en

ry
 K

issin
g
er: "

P
ea

ce is a
t 

hand...." (O
ct. 26, 1972) 

Josep
h

 A
lsop

, colu
m

n
ist: "

H
an

oi h
as 

accep
ted

 n
ear-total d

efeat ... A
n

yon
e 

w
ith

 p
ractical com

m
on

 sen
se sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

a
b

le to
 see ... H

a
n

o
i's a

ccep
ta

n
ce o

f 
n

ea
r-to

ta
l d

efea
t ... T

h
e- n

u
m

ero
u

s 
A

m
erican

 p
olitician

s an
d

 th
in

k
ers w

h
o 

en
d

lessly said
 ... w

e cou
ld

 n
ever get an

 
h

o
n

o
ra

b
le settlem

en
t ... lo

o
k

 p
retty

 
silly." (N

ov. 1, 1972) 

P
resid

en
t G

erald
 F

ord
: "

I am
 ab

so-
lu

tely
 co

n
v

in
ced

 if C
o

n
g

ress m
a

d
e 

availab
le $722 m

illion
 in

 m
ilitary as-

sistan
ce b

y th
e tim

e I ask
ed

—
or som

e-
tim

e sh
ortly th

ereafter—
th

e S
ou

th
 V

i-
etn

am
ese cou

ld
 stab

ilize th
e m

ilitary 
situ

ation
 in

 V
ietn

am
 tod

ay."
 (A

p
ril 16, 

1975) 
• 

1
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1
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s
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n
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e
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