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The follow
ing are rem

arks that Justice B
lackm

un 
sent to Sot Linow

itz last June w
hen M

r. Linow
itz 

asked him
 for com

m
ents about the profession of law

. 

I ask rhetorically about your "concerns." D
o you 

share w
ith m

e a general but deep concern about the 
state of the w

orld today? I am
 old enough to have 

lived through tw
o w

orld w
ars and a constant string 

of lesser conflicts that seem
 inevitably to follow

 
closely one upon the other. A

nd I do not like very 
m

uch the feel of things today. T
here are im

prove-
m

ents, of course, that have been m
ade, but the con-

tinued stress everyw
here and seem

ingly unending 
bloodshed, bloodshed that affects so m

any com
m

on 
people w

ho w
ant only to live out their lives in peace 

and understanding, deeply disturbs m
e. 

D
o you share w

ith m
e a concern about our stan-

dards, professional and otherw
ise, these days? A

re 
you bothered at all by the current em

phasis in the 
legal profession upon the "bottom

 line," on billable  

hours, on advertising and on a reluctance in m
any 

quarters to engage in pro bono w
ork? A

re you con-
cerned about the overriding interest in som

e quar-
ters of the m

edical profession w
ith incom

e, about 
that profession's decrease in patient confidence and 
about the proliferation of m

alpractice suits and pu-
nitive dam

ages? 
A

re you concerned about the w
retched events 

that took place in L
os A

ngeles a year ago? N
ow

, 
m

onths later, w
e still cannot escape the grip and the 

significance of those events and w
hat they hold for 

all of us in the days ahead. 
Indeed, it seem

s as though the entire w
orld—

the 
F

ar E
ast, the M

iddle E
ast, m

uch of A
frica, S

outh 
A

m
erica, E

urope and ourselves—
is in turm

oil. 
M

an's inherent inhum
anity to m

an. C
an w

e possibly 
rise above it and see to it that the flow

ering of new
 

life som
ehow

 w
ill rise, as it alw

ays has before, from
 

the ashes of old disasters? 

A
nd then are you concerned w

ith the blight of 
continued racism

 and antisem
itism

 in this country? 
N

othing yet has convinced m
e that racism

 is not all 
around us still and at tim

es seem
s to be grow

ing 
stronger and m

ore ugly. 
, A

nd are you concerned about basic values—
w

hat 
they are and w

hether w
e heed them

? A
re you con-

cerned about your country? A
re you concerned 

about its seem
ing lack of outstanding leadership on 

so m
any levels? A

re you concerned that m
any of 

those to w
hom

 w
e ought to be able to look up to ap-

pear now
 to have feet of clay? A

re you concerned 
about the seem

ing deterioration of m
oral values, 

about the failure of the fam
ily and the schools and 

the synagogues and the churches to lead and to 
show

 the w
ay? A

re you concerned about w
hat 

seem
s to m

e to be a lessening sense of integrity, the 
very thing that stands out so im

pressively in m
any 

of our past revered leaders? 


