
o
f m

y d
o

m
e

stic 
affairs ren

d
ers it in

d
isp

en
sab

ly 
sa

ry th
a

t I sh
o

u
ld

 so
licit th

e
 su

b
stitu

tio
n

 o
f som

e-, 
er p

e
rso

n
 h

e
re

 in
 m

y ro
o
m

. T
h
e
 d

e
lica

cy 
o

f. th
e 

e
 w

ill n
o

t re
q

u
ire

 to
e

 to
 e

n
te

r m
in

u
te

ly
 in

to
 th

e
. 

te. cau
ses. w

h
ich

. ren
d

er th
is. n

ecessary.7 2P
. B

u
ti 

er. m
en

's w
ives, w

ere also
 p

reg
n

an
t. A

b
ig

ail. A
d

am
s 

d bear a stillborn child w
hile John w

as in P
hiladelk 

a
n
d
 m

a
n
y a

 so
ld

ie
r w

o
u
ld

 d
ie

 in
 b

a
ttle

 w
ith

o
u
t 

r h
a
vin

g
 se

e
n
 th

e
 c

h
ild

 - b
e had begotten before he 

hom
e. - 	

• 
P

endleton, w
ho w

as fond of Jefferson, w
rote back to 

in
 e

xa
sp

e
ra

tio
n
: "I ca

n
 b

u
t la

m
e
n
t th

a
t it is n

o
t 

eeable and convenient to you, for I do not A
ssent to 

- n
r b

e
in

g
 u

n
q

u
a

lifie
d

, th
o

' I re
a

d
ily d

o
 to your useful- 

, - -ite
ss in

 th
e

 R
e

p
re

se
n

ta
tive

 b
o

d
y [a

t W
illia

m
sb

u
rg

] 
:

w
h

e
re

 h
a

vin
g

 th
e

 P
le

a
su

re
 o

f M
rs. Je

ffe
rso

n
's C

o
m

-
1 :.a

n
y, I h

o
p
e
 yo

u
'l g

e
t cu

re
d
 o

f yo
u
r w

ish
 to

 re
tire

 so
 

ly in
 life

 fro
m

 th
e

 m
e

m
o

ry o
f m

a
n

, a
n

d
 e

xe
rcise

 
o

u
r . ta

le
n

ts
 fo

r th
e

 n
u

rtu
re

 o
f O

u
r n

e
w

 
'S

o
n

stitu
tio

n
." 21  

It is cle
a
r th

a
t P

e
n
d
le

to
n
—

w
ith

 h
is slu

r a
b
o
u
t "th

e
 

leasure of M
rs. Jefferson's C

om
pany"—

did not know
 

about the nature of M
artha Jefferson's health problem

, 

T
H

E
 FL

IG
H

T
 FR

O
M

 PO
W

E
R

 	
1
4
9
 

big, "If any doubt has arisen as to m
e, m

y country w
ill 

h
a
ve

 m
y p

o
litica

l cre
e
d
 in

 th
e
 fo

rm
 o

f a
 `D

e
cla

ra
tio

n
 

&c' w
h
ich

 I w
a
s la

te
ly d

ire
cte

d
 to

 d
ra

w
. T

h
is w

ill g
ive

 
decisive proof that m

y ow
n sentim

ent concurred w
ith 

th
e
 v

o
te

 th
e
y
 in

s
tru

c
te

d
 u

s
 to

 g
iv

e
.'" S

o
 h

e
 s

a
id

, in
 

;!effect, to
 h

is p
a

trio
t frie

n
d

s w
h

o
 su

sp
e

cte
d

 h
is lo

ya
lty 

`"to
. th

e
 R

e
vo

lu
tio

n
, "L

e
t th

is b
e
 p

ro
o
f th

a
t I a

m
 w

ith
 

Indeed it w
as. 

Jefferson w
as optim

istic at the m
om

ent th
at th

e w
ar 

o
u

ld
 b

e
 o

v
e

r a
n

d
 w

o
n

 in
 th

re
e

 m
o

n
th

s
. B

u
t h

is
 c

h
ie

f 
i n

 fo
r w

an
tin

g
 to

 retu
rn

 to
 V

irg
in

ia, as h
e h

in
ted

 in
. 

letters, w
as th

at h
is w

ife w
as p

reg
n

an
t ag

ain
, an

d
 it 

• ould seem
 that he w

as determ
ined to be in M

onticello 
h

e
r co

n
fin

e
m

e
n

t. 
T

o
 E

d
m

u
n
d
 P

e
n
d
le

to
n
 h

e
 e

x-. 
lained som

ew
hat am

b
ig

u
o

u
sly: "I, am

 so
rry th

e situ
a -,:-' 

• 

• 

I O
r
r
 

4
 - • 

,a
,u

-A
/1

1
4

7
1

 	
L

 	
P

 	
- 7 9:17 

1
4
8
 	

T
IM

 J
E

F
F

E
R

S
O

N
'
 

J
E

F
F

E
R

S
O

N
 , 

d
e
a
d
."" W

e
 d

o
 n

o
t e

ve
n
 kn

o
w

 fo
r ce

rta
in

 if Je
ffe

rso
n
 

signed on the fourth of July, w
hen tw

elve states agreed 
to

 th
e
 re

so
lu

tio
n
, o

r th
e
 fifte

e
n
th

, w
h

e
n
 th

e
 a

ctio
n
 b

e
-

cam
e unanim

ous. Julian B
oyd m

akes out a good case 
for the fourth. T

he broadsides of the tim
e heralded the 

fo
u

rth
 ra

th
e

r th
a

n
 th

e
 se

co
n

d
 a

s th
e

 g
re

a
t d

a
y o

f th
e

 
century." A

ll that w
e can be absolutely certain of about 

Jefferson's activities on the F
ourth of July 1776 is that 

he recorded the tem
perature at 6 A

.M
. as 68° F

ahren-
heit, that he purchased a therm

om
eter, and recorded the 

highest tem
perature of the day at 76°, and that he paid_

.;  
for seven pairs of, w

om
en's gloves, in the happy expec-

ta
tio

n
, it w

o
u
ld

 se
e
m

, o
f a

 re
tu

rn
 to

 M
o
n
tice

llo
." F

o
r 

w
h
a
t is m

issin
g
 'o

n
 th

is d
a
y a

b
o
ve

 a
ll o

th
e
rs in

 Je
ffe

r, 
so

n
's life

 w
e
 m

u
st e

sp
e
cia

lly re
g
re

t th
e
 d

e
stru

ctio
n
 o

f 
h
is le

tte
rs to

 h
is w

ife
. 

. Jo
h
n
 P

a
g
e
 w

ro
te

 to
" 'Je

ffe
rso

n
 o

n
 Ju

ly 2
0
, "I a

m
 

highly pleased w
ith your D

eclaration. G
od preserve the 

U
nited S

tates. W
e kitovi the R

ace is not to the sw
ift nor 4, 

th
e
 B

a
ttle

 to
 th

e
 S

tra
n
g
,. D

R
 yo

u
 n

o
t th

in
k 'a

n
 A

n
g
e
l 

rid
e

i in
 th

e
 W

h
irlw

in
d

a
n

d
 'd

ire
c

ts
 this S

to
rm

?
"" B

u
t 

Je
ffe

rio
n
 le

ft n
o
th

in
g
 tO

ln
d
ica

te
 e

ith
e
r h

is im
m

e
d
ia

te
 

com
prehension of the im

portance of w
hat he had w

rit-  Vc 
ten, or, like John A

dam
s, som

e prescience of the des- fz.  
tiny of the infant nation at w

hose birth' he had been the " 
m

ost im
portant attending physician. H

aving finished his 
congressional assignm

ent, he seem
s to have had one 

o
ve

rp
o

w
e

rin
g

 im
p

u
lse

, to
 g

e
t o

u
t o

f P
h

ila
d

e
lp

h
ia

 a
n

d
 

back to his w
ife. 	

- 
O

n
 Ju

n
e

 3
0

, tw
o
 d

a
ys a

fte
r h

a
vin

g
 fin

ish
e

d
 w

ritin
g

 
so

m
e

 o
f th

e
 m

o
st m

e
m

o
ra

b
le

 p
o

litica
l p

h
ra

se
s o

f a
ll 

tim
e, Jefferson w

rote to E
dm

und P
endleton in V

irginia 
b
e
g
g
in

g
 h

im
 to

 fin
d
 a

 su
b
stitu

te
 fo

r h
im

 in
 C

o
n
g
re

ss. 
H

e w
ould serve in P

hiladelphia "w
ith cheerfulness," he 

s
a
id

, o
n
ly

 "till th
e
 e

x
p
ira

tio
n
 o

f o
u
r y

e
a
r."" N

o
t a

 
w

ord about the D
eclaration! T

he next day he did m
en-

tio
n

 it, b
u

t o
n

ly in
 a

 d
e

fe
n

sive
 le

tte
r to

 W
illia

m
 F

le
m

- 


