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a
re

 

m
en

t," an
d
 tactfu

lly
 to

ld
 h

im
 so

. "W
e w

an
t y

o
u
r 

dustry and A
bilities here extream

ly. . .. P
ray com

e and 

h
elp

 U
s, to

 raise th
e V

alu
e o

f o
u
r M

o
n
ey

, an
d
 lo

w
er 

th
e P

rices o
f T

h
in

g
s.... Y

o
u
r C

o
u
n
try

 is n
o
t y

et, q
u
ite 

S
ecure enough, to excuse your R

etreat to the D
elights 

o
f d

o
m

estic L
ife. Y

et, fo
r th

e so
u
l o

f m
e, w

h
en

 I at-

tend to m
y ow

n F
eelings, I cannot blam

e you."' 

A
ctually, far from

 enjoying the "D
elights of dom

es-

tic L
ife," Jefferson had throw

n him
self into _a fury of 

legislative activity in W
illiam

sburg, introducing a w
hole 

galaxy of reform
s to m

ake V
irginia a thoroughly dem

-

o
cratic state.'" H

e h
o
p
ed

 to
 ex

ten
d
 th

e su
ffrag

e, to
 

abolish prim
ogeniture and entail, to m

ake land acquisi-

tion easy for the independent yeom
an in the w

est, thus 

sm
ashing at the pow

er of the V
irginia gentry, of w

hich 

he w
as him

self so conspicuous a m
em

ber. A
lm

ost sin-

glehanded he w
orked out a revision of the harsh, anti-

quated crim
inal code of the colony, abolishing except 

fo
r m

u
rd

er an
d
 treaso

n
 th

e d
eath

 p
en

alty
 w

h
ich

 h
ad

 

been freely used against horse thieves and m
inor felons. 

R
em

em
bering w

ith dissatisfaction his years in private 

schools w
ith A

nglican clergym
en, he proposed a state-

w
id

e sy
stem

 o
f tax

-su
p
p
o
rted

 elem
en

tary
 sch

o
o
ls fo

r 

b
o
y
s an

d
 g

irls, seco
n
d
ary

 sch
o
o
ls fo

r th
e ab

lest stu
-

dents, and a system
 of scholarships for the highly talent-

ed
, an

d
 th

eir ed
u
catio

n
 at th

e co
lleg

e lev
el. F

le p
ro

-

posed a state library, and the reform
 of the curriculum

 

at W
illiam

 and M
ary C

ollege to transform
 it from

 a di-

v
in

ity
 sch

o
o
l to

 a m
o
d
ern

 co
lleg

e, w
ith

 em
p
h
asis o

n
 

science, m
athem

atics, and m
odern languages. 

A
s w

e have seen, Jefferson never spoke specifically 

of the bigotry of the clergym
en of his adolescence; his 

h
atted

 o
f th

e A
n
g
lican

 ch
u
rch

 w
as g

en
eralized

 rath
er 

than specific, but no less deadly. A
s a law

yer, and new
 

critic of the w
hole V

irginia legal code, he had learned 

if h
e d

id
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

 it as a 
ch

ild
 th

at h
eresy

 to
 th

e 

C
h
u
rch

 o
f E

n
g
lan

d
 co

u
ld

 b
e p

u
n
ish

ed
 b

y
 d

eath
, th

at 
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d
en

ial o
f th

e T
rin

ity
 w

as p
u
n
ish

ab
le O

n
 th

e th
ird

 o
f-

fen
se b

y
 th

ree y
ears in

 p
riso

n
, th

at freeth
in

k
ers an

d
 

U
nitarians could be declared unfit parents and deprived 

. of their children. T
hough such law

s w
ere dead letters at 

—
 the m

om
ent, he knew

 they could be revived w
ith a dif-

-, feren
t "sp

irit o
f th

e tim
es." H

e h
ad

 co
m

e to
 b

eliev
e, 

w
ith

 Jo
h
n
 L

o
ck

e, th
at relig

io
n
 co

n
sists in

 th
e inw

ard 

persuasion of the m
ind, that "the care of every m

an's  

soul belongs to him
self," that no m

an should be abused 

because his "hair is not of the right cut," or because he 

follow
s "a guide crow

ned w
ith a m

itre &
 cloathed in 

w
hite."" 
- D

estruction of the pow
er of the A

nglican clergym
en 

now
 becam

e a private crusade occupying enorm
ous re-

serves of his energy. It w
as the toughest of all his bat -

ties in the V
irginia assem

bly, and w
inning it, w

hich 

took som
e years, gave him

 such special satisfaction that 

e counted it one of the three greatest achievem
ents of 

life.. T
he m

easured' cadences of his fam
ous B

ill N
o. " 

A
em

'anding.  the total iegaiatian 'r-of.  the anciently 

red 
j 	

pow
ers of church and state ratili second only in

-
 

.   
w

ild
 im

p
act to

 th
o
se o

f h
is. D

eclaratio
n
 o

f In
d
ep

en
4
 

-7
" ' 	

• 	
• 

• .• A
lm

ig
h
ty

 G
o
d
 b

ath
 created

 th
e m

in
d
 free. ... T

o
 

com
pel a m

an to furnishcontributions of m
oney for 

the propagation of opinions w
hich be disbelieves and 

abhors, is sinful .and tyrannical,-. . . O
ur civil rights 

..h
av

e n
o
 d

ep
en

d
en

ce o
n
 o

u
r relig

io
u
s o

p
in

io
n
s, an

y
 

m
ore than our opinions of physics or geom

etry.... 

T
h
e o

p
in

io
n
s o

f rn
en

 a
re n

o
t th

e o
b
ject o

f civil 

govei-nnrent, nor under its jurisdiction. . . . T
ruth is 

. g
reat an

d
 w

ill p
rev

ail if left to
 h

erself ... S
h
e is th

e 

: p
ro

p
er . an

d
 su

fficien
t an

tag
o
n
ist to

 erro
r, an

d
 h

as 

nothing to fear from
 the conflict unless by hum

an in-

terposition disarm
ed of her natural w

eapons, free ar-

g
u
m

en
t an

d
 d

eb
ate; erro

rs ceasin
g
 to

 b
e d

an
g
ero

u
s 

w
hen it is perm

itted freely to contradict them
." 
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Jefferso
n
 w

as co
n
su

m
ed

 w
ith

 a sen
se o

f u
rg

en
cy

. 

R
eco

g
n
izin

g
 th

at g
reat refo

rm
 can

 co
m

e o
n
ly

 in
 th

e 

w
h
ite h

eat o
f rev

o
lu

tio
n
, h

e w
o
rk

ed
 fan

atically
 fo

r 

clarification, purification, and dem
ocratization. L

ater, 

in 1781, he w
ould w

rite, "T
he tim

e for fixing every es-

sential right on a legal basis is w
hile our rulers are hon-

est an
d
 o

u
rselv

es u
n
ited

. F
ro

m
 th

e co
n
clu

sio
n
 o

f th
is 

w
ar w

e sh
all b

e g
o
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 h

ill. It w
ill n

o
t th

en
 b

e 

n
ecessary

 to
 reso

rt ev
ery

 m
o
v
em

en
t to

 th
e p

eo
p
le fo

r 

su
p
p
o
rt. T

h
ey

 w
ill b

e fo
rg

o
tten

, th
erefo

re, an
d
 th

eir 

rights disregarded. T
hey w

ill forget them
selves, but in 

th
e so

le facu
lty

 o
f m

ak
in

g
 m

o
n
ey

. . . T
h
e sh

ack
les, 

therefore, w
hich shall not be knocked off at the conclu-

sion of this w
ar, w

ill rem
ain on us long, w

ill be m
ade 

heavier and heavier."U
  

If one looks at the record of reform
 as finally enact-

ed, one stands in aw
e at the Jeffersonian im

pact-on his , • 

ow
n state, and subsequently upon the dem

ocracies of  

the w
orld. N

o one since has left m
uch m

ore than a fin-

gerprint in com
parison w

ith his m
assive hand. B

ut one 

m
ust rem

em
ber that this phenom

enal record of legisla-

tiv
e refo

rm
 w

as h
o
t en

acted
 in

 th
e V

irg
in

ia assem
b
ly

,: 

w
h
ich

 Jefferso
n
 atten

d
ed

 fro
m

 O
d
to

b
er 1

7
7
6
 to

 Ju
n
e. 

1779. O
ne by one in these years his great reform

 bills 

w
ent dow

n to defeat. 

H
is only real success w

as the passing of a bill abol-

ishing prim
ogeniture and entail, m

aking possible, as he 

said, "instead of an aristocracy of w
ealth, of m

ore harm
 

an
d
 d

an
g
er, th

an
 b

en
efit, to

 so
ciety

 ... an
 o

p
en

in
g
 fo

r 

th
e aristo

cracy
 o

f v
irtu

e an
d
 talen

t." T
h
e lan

d
h
o
ld

er 

could now
, Jefferson w

rote som
ew

hat am
biguously, "di-

vide property am
ong his children equally, as his affec-

tio
n
s w

ere d
iv

id
ed

."" (P
eter Jefferso

n
, it w

ill b
e 

rem
em

bered, had not divided his property equally, but 

had w
on perm

ission to divide "as his affections w
ere di-

v
id

ed
," w

ith
 T

h
o
m

as Jefferso
n
 g

ettin
g
 th

e p
referred

 

lan
d
 o

v
er h

is b
ro

th
er, an

d
 h

is sisters g
ettin

g
 n

o
n
e at 

all.) 
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side from
 this success, his im

m
ense labors resulted 

1
only in the passage of a bill partly curtailing the pow

er 

of the established church to stifle dissenting sects. T
he 

,conservatives under B
enjam

in H
arrison rem

ained in the 

' sad
d
le, an

d
 w

h
en

 Jefferso
n
's n

am
e w

as p
u
t u

p
 fo

r 

peaker in M
ay, 1778, be lost by an ignom

inious 23 to 

L
 H

is leg
al refo

rm
s w

ith
 w

h
ich

 h
e h

im
self w

as n
o
t 

tisfied
 w

ere sp
lin

tered
 an

d
 ad

o
p
ted

 p
iecem

eal; h
is 

d
 refo

rm
 p

ro
g
ram

, b
ad

ly
 co

n
ceiv

ed
, w

as m
an

ip
u
- 

-
 

into a w
indfall for speculators. C

hurch and state 

ere n
o
t to

 b
e su

n
d
ered

 in
 V

irg
in

ia till 1
7
8
6
, an

d
 h

is 

gram
 for state-w

ide free schools w
ould not be enact -

4 -'u
n
tA

 after th
e C

iv
il W

ar. H
is cau

tio
u
s p

lan
 fo

r 

d
u
al em

an
cip

atio
n
 an

d
 co

lo
n
izatio

n
 o

f slav
es w

as 

nsidered so revolutionary it w
as not even introduced. 

It w
o
u
ld

 b
e easy

 to
 su

rm
ise w

h
y
 Jefferso

n
, seein

g
 

- enlightened blueprints pigeonholed and m
utilated 

i bis ow
n revolutionary patriot friends, living w

ith the 

g
ru

tio
n
 th

at h
e w

ield
ed

 in
flu

en
ce b

u
t n

o
 p

o
w

er, 

od his back on the w
hole V

irginia political scene in. ,  

4 0
 H

e d
id

 ab
an

d
o
n
 it fo

r .lo
n
g
 p

erio
d
s an

d
 h

is 

.-,A
d.of legislative innovation is all the m

ore astonishr -

if . o
n
e co

u
n
ts u

p
 h

o
w

 m
an

y
 d

ay
s h

e w
as ab

sen
t, 

the W
illiam

churg sessions. H
e w

as extrem
ely con—

.  

ous about attendance w
hen M

artha w
as w

ith him
 

th
e autum

n of 1776, but in the-spring of 1777, w
hen 

:w
as not, he rem

ained in the legislature only sixteen 

.ys out of the eight-w
eek total. A

gain, how
ever, the 

ithandonm
ent had to do w

ith personal tragedy. M
artha 

bone a son on M
ay 28; he lived only until June 14, and 

W
as b

u
ried

 w
ith

o
u
t ev

en
 b

ein
g
 g

iv
en

 a n
am

e. Jeffer-

ion's w
ife had now

 lost three children, tw
o sons and a 

ter. O
nly the sturdy P

atsy, age six, had survived. 

,,W
e know

 nothing of the im
pact of these deaths upon 

' cflerso
n
 ex

cep
t th

at h
e stay

ed
 clo

ser to
 h

is w
ife th

an
 

:' W
h
en

 th
e M

arq
u
is d

e C
h
astellu

x
 cam

e; to
 V

ir-

ginia seeking out Jefferson in A
pril 1782, he stayed at 

the tavern of a M
r. B

osw
ell w

hose w
ife had seen four- 


