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[ = denial of the Trinity was punishable on the third of-
% fense by thres years in prison, that freethinkers and
"~ Unitarians could be declared unfit parents and deprived
.= of their children. Though such laws were dead letters at
— the moment, he knew they could be revived with a dif-
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ferent “spirit of the times.” He had come to believe,
with John Locke, that religion consists in the imward .
persuasion of the mind, that “the care of every man’s
soul belongs to himself,” that no man should be abused
. becanse his “hair is not of the right cut,” or because he
llows “a gnide crowned with z mitre & cloathed in
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critic of the whole Virginia leg
if he did not know
Church of England coul

“ {les in the Virginia- assembly, and ‘winning it, which
' 1ook some years, gave him such special satisfaction that
¢ counted it oné of the three greatest achievements of -
his life. The measured’ cadences of his famous Bill No.
manding the  total “separation of the anciently >
powers of church and state rank second only in"
act o, those of his Declaration of Indepens
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.7 Almighty God hath created the mind free. ... To
" compel a man to furnish _contribgtions of money for
the propagation of opinions which he disbelieves and
_abhors, is sinful .and tyrannical.-. . . Our civil rights
.have no dependence on our religious opinions, any
_more than our opinions of physics or geometry. .. .

_.. The opinions of men are not the object of civil
.wg._n___ninuq. nor under its jurisdiction. . . . Truth is
,“great and will prevail if left to hemself ... She is the
proper and sufficient antagonist to error, and has
tiothing to fear from the conflict unless by human in-
terposition disarmed of her natural weapons, free ar-
" gument and debate; errors ceasing to be dangerous
when it is permitted freely to contradict them.57
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Jefferson was consumed with a sense of urgency.
Recognizing that great reform can come only in the
white heat of revolution, he worked fanatically for
clarification, purification, and democratization. Later,
in 1781, he would write, “The time for fixing every es-
sential right on a legal basis is while our rulers are hon-. 3
est and ourselves united. From the conclusion of this

war we shall be going down hill. It will not then be.

necessary to resort every movement to the people for
support. They will be forgotten, therefore, and their &
rights disregarded. They will forget themselves, but in

the sole faculty of making money. . . . The shackles,
therefore, which shall not be knocked off at the conclu- . 7
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heavier and heavier.”® - 3 ey v ET .2
If one looks at the record of reform as finally enact-- 38

ed, one stands in awe at the Jeffersonian impact.on his ; %
own state, and.subsequently upon the democracies of ;
the world. No one since has left much more than a fin-: 4
gerprint in comparison with his massive hand. But one 3§
must remember that this phenomenal record of legisla-
| the Virginia assembly 3

tive reform was hot enacted in
which Jefferson attended from O¢tober 1776 to June, 3
1779. One by one in these years his great reform bills" -3
went down to defeat. Yo L
His only real success was the passing of a bill abol-

ishing primogeniture and entail, making possible, ag he
gaid, “instead of an aristocracy of wealth, of more harm

‘benefit, to society ... an opening for

f virtue and talent.”™ The landholder
could now, Jefferson wrote somewhat ambiguously, “di-
vide property among his children equally, as his affec-
tions were divided.”®® (Peter Jefferson, it will be
remembered, had not divided his property equally, but %
had won permission to divide “a¢ his affections were di-
vided,” with Thomas Jefferson getting the preferred
land over his brother, and his gisters getting none at
all.)
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: Aside from this success, his immense labors resulted
aly in the passage of a bill partly curtailing the power
¢ the established church to stifle dissenting sects. The
- eprvatives under Benjamin i ined i

and when Jefferson’s name was put up for
1778, he lost by an ignominious 23 to
{- His legal reforms with which he himself was not
ceatisfied were splintered and adopted piecemeal; his
= d reform program, badly conceived, was manipu-
4 into a windfall for speculators. Church and state
"« not to be sundered in Virginia till 1786, and his
: i ools would not be enact-
His cautious plan for
onization of slaves was.
ot even introduced.
y Jefferson, seeing
oled and mutilated

that he wielded influence. but no poOwery

on the whole Virginia political scene in-

#, He: did abandon it for.long periods and his

‘of legislative innovation is all the more astonish=r

one counts up how many- days he was absent.

the Williamsburg sessions. He was extremely con-:

gentions about attendance when Martha was with him

the autumn of 1776, but in the gpring of 1777, when

-was not, he remained in the legislature only sixteen

s out of the eight-week total. Again, however, the

andonment had to do with personal tragedy. Martha

ore a son on May 28: he lived only until June 14, and

as. buried without even being given 2 name. Jeffer-

wife had now lost three children, tWo sons and a
ghter. Only the sturdy Patsy, age six, had survived.

WWe know nothing of the impact of these deaths upon

erson except that he stayed closer o his wife than

s When the Marquis de Chastellux came: to Vir-

ginia seeking out Jefferson in April 1782, he stayed at

&-tavern of a Mr. Boswell whose wife had seen four-




