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, 	. 
bell Exnewho later 'claimed to 

ve hid love affair with the 
President. 

Washington 

J. Edgar Hoover told the then 
Attorney General Robert F. Kenne-
dy in • 1963 that the FBI had 
information that Kennedy had paid 
a4500,000 settlement and had court 
records sealed in a lawsuit brought 
by a woman who claimed to have 
been engaged to marry his brother, 
President JOhn F. Kennedy, in 1951. 

The exchange between the 
director of the FBI and the Presi-. 
dent's brother Is one entry in two 
thick volumes of Hoover's personal 
and confidential files spanning 18 
years 'on John F. Kennedy .and 
obtained by William Safire, col-
umnist for the New York Times,' 
through the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act. 

The file contains little that 
would titillate those interested in 
the late President's private life. It 
does contiain an internal FBI mem-
orandum that links organized 
crime figures to the Kennedy 
White House through Judith Camp- 

The bulk of the ,files relate to 
threats against the president, in-
cluding-ilkWletteri and legifieta-
charging Kennedy with "treason" 
and "Commie-loving" and with 
being a "pawn of the Pope." 

As much as anything, the file 
gives a picture of the way the late 
FBI director operated. 	, , • 

„.4  
The alerting of Robert Kenne; 

dy to the material in the FBI files 
about the alleged settlement of a 
jilted woman's lawsuit could be 
viewed as either a friendly, loyal, 
ingratiating gesturO„-or, 	as veiled 
blackmail. 

Most of the letier.lioni Hoover 
to the attorney general has been 
deleted, but the readable portions 
say: 

"In addition to the bill of 
particulars, letters were exhibited 
which mentioned John F. Kennedy  

is an associate of this woman ... 
When this suit was filed in New 
York just prior to the President's 
assuming office, you went to New 
York and arranged a settlement of 
the, case out of court for $500,000. 
All pgipers relating to this matter, 

Oncluding the ,complaint, allegedly 
were iminediately sealed by the 

Then there is another deleted 
paragraph before Hoover ends his 
letter by saying”:  

in this connection . . A week-
ly magazine published in Turin, 
Italy ... alleged that Alicia Purdom, 
the wife of actor Edmund Purdom, 
claimed that several years ago she 
was engaged to be married to John 
F. Kennedy, but the latter's father 
vetoed the wedding because of 
Alicia's Polish-Jewish descent." 
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T
he obvious connection is that 

it w
as M

rs. P
u
rd

o
m

 w
h
o
 w

as. 
bringing suit against the P

resident-
elect and to w

hom
 $500,000, w

as 
• paid to drop the case in 1961. 

A
C

cording to sources fam
iliar. 

w
ith ,the treatm

ent of F
B

I docu445 
m

ents obtained through the F
reet 

dom
 of Inform

ation A
ct, it is likely 

that H
ovover w

as relating to 'K
en-

nekinform
ation given to thi'F

B
I 

by a source, not factual inform
ation:!: 

in possession of the bureau. 

M
rs. Purdom

, according to the 
docum

ents, had entered the U
nited 

S
tates as a "displaced prson," and 

h
ad

 liv
ed

 w
ith

 h
er m

o
th

er in
 

B
o

sto
n

. H
er o

rig
in

al n
am

e w
as 

B
arbara M

aria K
opcznynsky, the 

files said, but w
as also know

n by 
the nam

e A
licia D

arr. 

• A
licia-D

arr, a p
ro

fessio
n

al 
painter, w

as m
arried in 1957 to 

E
dm

und P
prdom

, the E
nglish ac-

to
r, an

d
 9ley

 w
ere d

iv
o

rced
 in

 
A

ugust, 1 :in Juarez, M
exico. 

9n Sept. 16, 1961, she becam
e 

the sixth„ivffe of Singer Sew
ing 

M
achine C

O
. heir ' A

lfred C
orning 

C
lark, of C

ooperstow
n, N

.Y
. H

e 
died.,13 days after the w

edding and 
she inherited his fortune. She could 
not be reached for com

m
ent yester-

d
a

y
. - 

• 
it source close to H

oover said 
that R

obert K
ennedy did not re-

spond to the director's letter advis-
ing him

 of the alleged court settle-
m

ent, "so M
r. H

oover thought it 
w

a
s tru

e. . 

B
ut sources close to the late 

R
obert K

ennedy laid that it w
as  

"highly unlikely" that any such 
transaction occurred. 

• 

"
F

irst of all, B
ob

b
y w

ou
ld

 
never do anything like that person-
ally," the source said, "and second-
ly, if there had been such a law

suit 
filed, the new

spapers w
ould have 

been all over it at the tim
e. A

fter 
all, Jack

 K
en

n
ed

y w
as a U

.&
 

senator throughout the 1950s and 
w

as either a presidential candidate 
or the president from

 1958 on." 

• 
T

he linking of Judith C
am

pbell ; 
•E

xner to, the W
hite H

ouse corrobor-
ates the story previously told by 
M

rs. C
am

pbell and previously de-
nied by President K

ennedy's secre-, 
tary, E

velyn L
incoln. N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es 


