
'IC
A

Y
U

N
E

, N
E

W
 O

R
L

E
A

N
S

, L
A

., T
H

U
R

S
D

A
Y

 M
O

R
N

IN
G

, JA
N

U
A

R
Y

 3
0

, 1
9

6
9

 

A
dm

. Johnson Says H
e H

ad N
o F

orce to H
elp P

ueblo 
T

e
s
tim

o
n

y
 Is

 G
iv

e
n

 in
 

O
p

e
n

 S
e
ssio

n
 

B
y

 R
IC

H
A

R
D

 E
. M

E
Y

E
R

 
C

O
R

O
N

A
D

O
, C

alif. (A
P

) —
 

T
h
e ad

m
iral w

h
o
 su

p
erv

ised
 th

e 
P

u
eb

lo
 said

 W
ed

n
esd

ay
 h

e h
ad

 
n
o
 sh

ip
s to

 h
elp

 w
h
en

 N
o
rth

 K
o
- 

rean
s attack

ed
 th

e in
tellig

en
ce 

v
essel an

d
 p

lan
es an

d
 sh

ip
s in

 
o

th
er co

m
m

an
d

s w
ere u

n
av

ail 
ab

le o
r to

o
 far aw

ay
. 

T
h
e P

u
eb

lo
's tw

o
 .5

0
-calib

er 
m

ach
in

e g
u
n
s, h

e ad
d
ed

, "d
id

 
n
o
t ap

p
ear to

 m
e to

 p
ro

v
id

e a 
sig

n
ifican

t d
efen

se cap
ab

ility
." 

R
ear M

m
. F

ran
k

 L
. Jo

h
n

so
n

, 
co

m
m

an
d
er o

f n
av

al fo
rces in

 
Ja

p
a
n
 w

h
e
n
 th

e
 P

u
e
b
lo

 w
a
s 

seized a y
ear ag

o
 an

d
 its crew

 
im

p
riso

n
ed

, testified
 at a co

u
rt 

o
f in

q
u
iry

—
first o

p
en

 sessio
n
 

after th
ree d

ay
s o

f secret testi 
m

ony. 
A

fte
r Jo

h
n

so
n

 w
a
s e

x
c
u

se
d

 
an

d
 ad

m
o

n
ish

ed
 n

o
t to

 talk
 to

 
a
n

y
o

n
e
 a

b
o

u
t h

is te
stim

o
n

y
, 

C
m

d
r. C

h
arles R

. C
lark

, sk
ip

p
er 

o
f th

e P
u
eb

lo
's sister sh

ip
, th

e 
B

an
n
er, d

escrib
ed

 h
arassm

en
t 

en
co

u
n

tered
 o

n
 sim

ilar m
issio

n
s. 

T
E

L
L

S
 O

F
 C

O
L

L
IS

IO
N

 
M

o
st o

f it cam
e fro

m
 C

h
in

ese 
C

o
m

m
u
n
ist an

d
 S

o
v
iet sh

ip
s, h

e 
sa

id
. In

 o
n
e
 in

sta
n
c
e
, h

e
 sa

id
 

o
n
e sh

ip
 p

reten
d
ed

 to
 ram

 th
e 

B
an

n
er, sw

erv
ed

 to
 av

o
id

 h
er at 

2
0
 y

ard
s o

ff h
is b

o
w

, an
d
, w

ith
 

its c
re

w
 w

a
v
in

g
 a

n
d
 sh

o
u
tin

g
 

g
o
o
d
b
y
e
 in

 E
n
g
lish

, c
o
llid

e
d
 

w
ith

 o
n
e o

f its o
w

n
 sister sh

ip
s. 

L
ik

e
 B

u
c
h
e
r, C

la
rk

 sa
id

 h
e
 

co
u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e scu

ttled
 h

is sh
ip

 
in

 less th
an

 tw
o

 h
o

u
rs an

d
 said

 
th

a
t if h

e
 h

a
d
 to

 re
ly

 o
n
 th

e
 

sh
ip

's in
c
in

e
ra

to
r to

 d
e
stro

y
 

c
la

ssifie
d
 m

a
te

ria
l, "W

e
ll, I 

sp
en

t ab
o
u
t th

ree d
ay

s b
u
rn

in
g
 

(s
e
c
re

t m
a
te

ria
l) a

fte
r th

e
 

P
u
eb

lo
 in

cid
en

t." 
C

lark
 also

 said
 h

e felt th
e co

n
-

cep
t o

f th
e in

tellig
en

ce sh
ip

 op-
eration w

as good. 
H

E
L

P
 A

S
K

E
D

 
In

 earlier sessio
n

s th
e P

u
eb

-
lo

's sk
ip

p
e
r, C

m
d

r. L
lo

y
d

 M
. 

B
u
ch

er, h
ad

 said
 h

e ask
ed

 fo
r 

h
e
lp

 a
fte

r N
o

rth
 K

o
re

a
n

 g
u

n
-

b
o
ats o

p
en

ed
 fire b

u
t g

o
t n

o
n
e; 

th
a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 a
sk

e
d

 fo
r b

ig
g

e
r 

g
u
n
s b

u
t g

o
t n

o
n
e; an

d
 th

at fa-
c
ilitie

s fo
r d

e
stro

y
in

g
 se

c
re

t 
p
a
p
e
rs a

n
d
 g

e
a
r w

e
re

 in
a
d
e
-

q
u
ate. 

J
o

h
n

s
o

n
 s

a
id

 th
e
 N

a
v

y
 

ch
eck

ed
 th

e P
u
eb

lo
's sy

stem
 o

f 
d

estro
y

in
g

 classified
 m

aterial in
 

th
e ev

en
t o

f attack
, b

u
t it w

as 
o

n
ly

 "in
fo

rm
al." 

Jo
h

n
so

n
, n

o
w

 co
m

m
an

d
er o

f 
th

e 1
3
th

 N
av

al D
istrict in

 S
eat-

tle, W
ash

., to
ld

 th
e fiv

e-ad
m

iral 
co

u
rt—

w
h
ich

 can
 reco

m
m

en
d
 

an
y
th

in
g
 fro

m
 d

eco
ratio

n
s 

to 
co

u
rts-m

artial —
 th

at ev
en

 th
e 

n
u
c
le

a
r p

o
w

e
re

d
 a

irc
ra

ft c
a
r-

rier E
n

terp
rise co

u
ld

n
't h

elp
 th

e 
P

ueblo. T
O

O
 F

A
R

 A
W

A
Y

 
It w

as to
o
 far aw

ay
, h

e said
, 

an
d

 h
er p

lan
es co

u
ld

n
't o

p
erate 

o
u

t o
f Ja

p
a
n

 b
e
c
a
u

se
 o

f a
n

 
a
g

re
e
m

e
n

t w
ith

 th
a
t c

o
u

n
try

 
th

at fo
rb

id
s u

sin
g

 Jap
an

-b
ased

 
a
irc

ra
ft in

 e
n
g
a
g
e
m

e
n
ts w

ith
 

u
n
frien

d
ly

 fo
rces. 

R
ear A

d
m

. M
arsh

all W
h

ite of  
th

e co
u
rt said

: "T
h
en

 w
e really

 
h
ad

 a co
n
tin

g
en

cy
 p

lan
 to

 u
se 

fo
rces th

at d
id

n
't ex

ist. T
h

ere 
w

as n
o
 h

elp
 av

ailab
le fo

r h
er?" 

A
n

sw
e
r: "N

o
 fo

rc
e
s w

e
re

 
av

ailab
le to

 m
e." 

Q
. "T

h
en

 th
ere w

ere n
o

 fo
rces 

read
ily

 av
ailab

le to
 co

m
e to

 th
e 

assistan
ce o

f th
e P

u
eb

lo
 as I u

n
-

d
erstan

d
 y

o
u

r o
n

 call arran
g

e-
m

en
t w

ith
 th

e 5
th

 A
ir F

o
rce an

d
 

th
e 7

th
 F

leet?" 

A
. "T

h
ey

 (th
e fo

rces) w
ere in

-
stru

c
te

d
 to

 g
o
 in

to
 a

c
tio

n
 a

n
y
 

tim
e th

ey
 receiv

ed
 w

o
rd

 
from

 
an

y
 so

u
rce th

at assistan
ce w

as 
n
eed

ed
. B

u
t each

 co
m

m
an

d
 h

ad
 

to
 g

o
 b

ack
 as far as C

IN
C

-P
A

C
 

(C
o

m
m

a
n

d
e
r in

 c
h

ie
f fo

r th
e
 

P
acific) to

 g
et fin

al au
th

o
riza-

tio
n
 to

 u
se

 th
e
se

 fo
rc

e
s a

t th
e
 

tim
e o

f an
 in

cid
en

t. T
h
e 5

th
 A

ir 
F

o
rce w

as th
e o

n
ly

 m
ilitary

 o
r-

g
an

izatio
n
 w

h
ich

 h
ad

 av
ailab

le 
w

ith
in

 a
 re

a
so

n
a
b
le

 d
ista

n
c
e
 

a
n

y
 a

irc
ra

ft—
n

o
t fro

m
 Ja

p
a
n

 
b

u
t p

rim
a
rily

 fro
m

 O
k

in
a
w

a
 

an
d
 p

o
ssib

ly
 fro

m
 S

o
u
th

 K
o
rea, 

alth
o
u
g
h
 it w

as so
m

ew
h
at d

iffi-
cu

lt at least at m
y
 lev

el to de-
term

ine 
w

h
at av

ailab
ility

 th
ere 

m
ig

h
t b

e in
 S

o
u

th
 K

o
rea." 

Q
. "O

k
in

a
w

a
 w

a
s so

 fa
r 

it 
w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t h

av
e b

een
 to

o
 feasi 

b
le?" 
A

. "A
s y

o
u

 are aw
are, th

e d
is-

tan
ce is 5

0
0
 m

iles fro
m

 O
k
in

a 
w

a." 
P

H
O

N
E

 U
S

E
D

 
Q

. R
e
a
r A

d
m

. E
d
w

a
rd

 
G

rim
m

: "W
ere th

ere an
y

 co
m

-
m

unications . • • w
ith C

IN
C

-P
A

C
 

d
u
rin

g
 th

e in
cid

en
t?" 

A
. "T

h
e telep

h
o

n
e w

as u
sed

. I 
b
eliev

e th
e first call w

as ab
o
u
t 

2
:2

0
 p

.m
. to

 C
IN

C
-P

A
C

, an
d

 I 
w

a
s a

d
v

ise
d

 th
a
t th

e
 5

th
 A

ir 
F

o
rce rep

o
rted

 d
elay

 o
f p

o
ssib

ly
 

ab
o
u
t th

ree h
o
u
rs b

efo
re th

ey
 

c
o

u
ld

 h
a
v

e
 a

irc
ra

ft in
 th

e
 

area." 
Jo

h
n

so
n

 to
ld

 th
e co

u
rt h

e w
as 

n
o
t in

 fav
o
r o

f arm
in

g
 in

telli-
g

en
ce sh

ip
s. 

"W
e h

ad
 su

ccessfu
lly

 carried
 

o
u
t 1

6
 m

issio
n
s in

 u
n
arm

ed
 sta-

tu
s an

d
 I co

n
sid

ered
 th

is a g
o
o
d
 

b
asis fo

r co
n

tin
u

in
g

 th
is ty

p
e o

f 
m

issio
n

 u
n

arm
ed

," h
e said

. "I 
d

id
 c

o
n

sid
e
r th

e
y

 (th
e
 g

u
n

s) 
m

ig
h

t w
ell b

e p
ro

v
o

cativ
e . . . 

I w
as co

n
cern

ed
 ab

o
u
t th

e re- actio
n

 to
 th

is arm
ed

 statu
s. 

"A
n

d
 th

e ad
d

itio
n

 o
f tw

o
 .5

0
-

calib
ers d

id
 n

o
t ap

p
ear to

 m
e to

 
p
ro

v
id

e a sig
n
ifican

t cap
ab

ili-
ty

." 

ty
 to

 d
e
stru

c
t se

c
re

t m
a
te

ria
l 

w
as m

ad
e b

y
 L

t. E
.A

. B
ro

o
k

s, 
w

ho the N
avy has said w

ill testi-
fy

 at th
e in

q
u
iry

. 
B

u
ch

er h
as testified

 th
at h

is 
d
e
stru

c
t e

q
u
ip

m
e
n
t w

a
s fire

 
ax

es an
d
 sled

g
e h

am
m

ers, in
-

stead
 o

f ex
p
lo

siv
es h

e w
an

ted
. 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 w

as ask
ed

 w
h
eth

er 
h

e w
as satisfied

 w
ith

 th
e actio

n
 

tak
en

 b
y
 h

is staff at th
e tim

e o
f 

th
e in

cid
en

t. 
"I w

as satisfied
 w

ith
 th

e ac-
tio

n
 tak

en
 b

y
 m

y
 staff," h

e said
. 

"W
e n

ev
er h

ad
 su

ch
 an

 o
p
era-

tio
n
 b

e
fo

re
."

 O
f B

u
c
h
e
r's

 
statem

en
t th

at co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
s 

w
ith

 Jap
an

 w
ere so

m
etim

es d
if-

ficult, involving delays of hours, 
Jo

h
n

so
n

 said
 h

e w
as aw

are of 
"certain

 d
ifficu

lties." Jap
an

ese 
m

o
u
n
ta

in
s, h

e
 sa

id
, m

a
k

e
 it 

h
ard

 to
 lin

k
 freq

u
en

cies. 
'N

O
T

 C
R

IT
IC

A
L

' 
A

sk
e
d
 if h

e
 c

o
n
sid

e
re

d
 th

is 
c
ritic

a
l, h

e
 sa

id
: "I d

id
 n

o
t ... 

T
h
ere w

as n
o
 in

stan
ce th

at an
y
 

tim
e
 th

is c
re

a
te

d
 a

 c
ritic

a
l 

p
ro

b
lem

 in
 o

p
eratio

n
s." 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 said

 th
at to

 su
p
p
o
rt 

in
te

llig
e
n
c
e
 m

issio
n
s h

e
 "re

-
q

u
ested

 th
at th

e 5
th

 A
ir F

o
rce 

p
ro

v
id

e
 a

irc
ra

ft a
ssista

n
c
e
, a

 
sp

ecial alert o
f aircraft o

n
 th

e 
ru

n
w

ay
s an

d
 th

at th
e co

m
m

an
d

-
er o

f th
e 7

th
 F

leet assig
n
 m

e a 
d
e
stro

y
e
r to

 re
m

a
in

 a
b
o
u
t 3

0
 

m
iles d

istan
ce 

o
v

er th
e 

hori-
zon." 

T
h

e A
ir F

o
rce 

provided the 
special alert, h

e said
, but in at  least o

n
e in

stan
ce, fo

r an
 in

telli-
g

en
ce m

issio
n

 o
ff S

h
an

g
h

ai, th
e 

d
estro

y
er w

as n
o
t p

ro
v
id

ed
. 

"T
h

e
y

 d
ire

c
te

d
 a

 d
e
stro

y
e
r 

fro
m

 th
e T

aiw
an

 d
efen

se p
atro

l 
to

 rem
ain

 in
 th

e n
o

rth
ern

 secto
r 

o
f th

is S
h

a
n

g
h

a
i p

a
tro

l a
re

a
," 

h
e said

. "It h
ad

 a reactio
n

 tim
e 

o
f 1

6
 h

o
u

rs. T
h

is th
en

 b
ecam

e 
m

o
re o

r less th
e stan

d
ard

 p
ro

ce-
d

u
re fo

r req
u

estin
g

 sp
ecial air- 

d
e
stro

y
e
r u

su
a
lly

 w
a
s 

d
u
rin

g
 th

e m
essag

e ex
-

an
d

 recalled
 if ap

p
ro

v
al 

g
iv

en
, h

e said
. 

IN
S

P
E

C
T

IO
N

 M
A

D
E

 
Jo

h
n
so

n
 said

 th
e "in

fo
rm

al" 
in

sp
ectio

n
 o

f th
e P

u
eb

lo
's ab

ili- su
rface su

p
p
o
rt. 

T
o
 g

et th
e su

p
p
o
rt, h

e said
, h

e 
h
a
d
 to

 a
sk

 it fro
m

 th
e
 c

o
m

-
m

a
n
d
e
r o

f th
e
 7

th
 F

le
e
t, w

h
o
 

w
o

u
ld

 relay
 it to

 th
e co

m
m

an
d

-
er o

f th
e P

acific F
leet, w

h
o
 h

ad
 

to
 g

o
 to

 th
e co

m
m

an
d
er o

f P
a-

cific F
o
rces to

 g
et fin

al au
th

o
ri 

ty. T
he 

started
 

change 
w

asn
't 


