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a Propaganda Wedge 
anomaly of the formula, and 
it seemed only . natural to 
Pyongyang that other coun-
tries would share this view. 

In the past, officials here 
observe, Washington has 
said that the Communist 
countries are the interna-
tional outlaws who refuse to 
conform to commonly ac-
cepted norms of morality 
and orderly interchange. 
But in this case the U.S. was 
placed in the position of uni-
laterally setting its own pri-
vate ground rules in conf-
frontation with another 
country. In its efforts to per 
suade the world that a sig-
nature dishonored was 
re-illy not dishonored, the 
U.S., this time was the one 
departing from commonly 
accepted norms. 

: 
A, L 

 second explanation 
 If 0  

strongly emphasized by gov-
ernment analysts here is 
that Kim Il Sung has been 
even more concerned with 
advancing .claims to the le-
gitimacy 'of his regime 
through his handling of the 
Pueblo affair than he has 
been with anti-U.S. political 

warfare. 
Thus, it is pointed .out, 

here are six references in 
one sentence of the Wood-
ward apology to the "gov-
ernment of" or the "terri-
tory of the Democratic Re-
public of Korea." Capt. 
Bucher's references to the 
"Democratic Republic of 
Korea" following his release 
were regarded as a sign:i 
cant propaganda victory for 
Pyongyang. 

An important psychologi-
cal factor consistently un- 

derlined by Korean observ-
ers here with close Pyon-
gyang links is that the suc-
cessful vindication of North 
Korea's stand, by its own 
lights, required the resolu-
tion of the Pueblo issue. 

"Victory" would have 
been inherently more diffi-
cult to achieve with a new 
man in the White House 
free, conceivably, to disown 
responsibility for the deeds 
of his predecessor. 

Just as Lyndon :Johnson 
may have had his own var-
ied compulsions for wanting 
to see the men freed before 
his departure from offices  
this also holds for Koreans, 
who think it right and_pro-
per that Lyndon Johnson 
should have been the one -Co 
give Gen. Woodward his his-
toric order. 


