N Korea WillFree Crew

Soon,ls Claim

State Dept. Won't Deny,
Confirm Report

SEOUL (AP)—A high South
Korean government source
said Friday he believes the
crew of the U.S. intelligence
ship Pueblo will be released
in two or three days.

The source said he under-
stood the Unifed States and
Communist North Korea have
agreed on the release of the
Pueblo crew and only proce- |
dural matters, such as when,
where and how to be released,
remained to be worked out.

South Korea understood the
U.S. position was that an
apology must be made “for
humanitarian reasons” to
Communist North Korea con-
cerning the Pueblo incident,
'| regardless of whether the ship
*| had actually violated Commu-
.| mist territorial waters as
North Korea claimed.

WASHINGTON (AP) — North
Korea has agreed to free soon
the 82 crewmen of the USS
Pueblo, a high ° government

'|from Washington:

U. S. servicemen re-
leased by Cambodia.
Story in Sec. 1, Page 3.

source said Thursday. But the
State Department refused to en-
courage or discourage hope that
this is true.

“I will not express an opin-
i ien one way or another, and
I hope you will bear with us,”
the department’s press offi-

—— g -

cer, Robert J, McCloskey, told
newsmen. .

| However, his wording and the
‘|anncuncement that U.S. and
‘|North Korean negotiators met

‘| Cont. In Sec. 1, Page 2, Col. 3 '

|the door.” -

|{{newspaper ' Kyunghyang Shin-
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PUEBLO CREW RELEASE SEEN

CAYUNE, NEW ORLEANS,

| . Canﬂnued from Page 1, .

for.. 4 hours and.50 minutes
Thursday, Korean time, at
Panmunjom—the longest of
their 27 sessions on the Pueblo
—provided grounds for . opti-
mism,

There was earlier speculation
in several newspapers that the
end of their ordeal might be
near for the crew cf the U.S. in-
telligence ship captured last
Jan. 23 off North Korea.

Some sources here said rela-
tives of the crewmen have been|
advised to stand by or leave
word where they can be notified
about the return of the men.

However, Mrs. Gerald, Nolte
of Washington wa, mother of

been notified of a thing.”

Similar reports of no word
from the Navy were made by
several other families of the
captured -men, including ' the|
wife of the skipper of the Pueb-

lo, Cmdr. Lloyd “Pete” Bucher.{Piiéblo was in international wa:

In San Diego, Mrs. Bucher
said she had no confirmation of|"
rumors -of release from any
source, adding “this is not the
first time such rumors have
been published and I won’t be-|i
lieve them until Pete walks in

| The source here who sald_
North Korea has agreed to
release the Pueblo crew—he
could not be identified by
name—did not rule oui the
possibility that the American
sailors would end their long
captivity by Christmas.

Such an out-by-Christmas pos-
sibility had been raised by the
Boston -Herald-Traveler and a
spokesman for U.S. forces in
South Korea would neither con-
firm nor deny the story.

The New York Times and the

moon in Seoul, the South Korean
capital, also indicaed that re-

lease of the crew is awaiting

|worked. cut at Panmunjom

only the completion of a draft of
a public'statement. "

McCloskey confirmed that the
Thursday meeting in Panmun-
jom lasted 4 hours and 50-min-
utes. And he said he does expect
another session but would not
indicate when this will be. -

Nor would McCloskey - say
whether any progress was made
at the lengthy meeting or
whether, he holds hope for re-
lease of the crew. ‘

Informants  disclosed that the|'
United States made another pro-
posal at-the meeting Tuesday,
but details were lacking on what
was proposed. ‘

The White House declmed
comment on the reports oi.an
early release.

North' Korea has demanded
that the' United States -acknowl-
edge that the Pueblo intruded

* [ito— North Korean territorial

waters when it was ‘captured,
apologize and promise there wx]l'
be no similar incidents. - 1
. The United States has refused
to - do.'this, - maintaining = the

ters' whén intercepted.
“However, the Johnson admin-
istration is known to be anxious
to get the Pueblo crew free as
one of its last acts before leav-
ing office. Any agreed-to state-
ment on release of the:men

would involve long=distance con-
sultation with top officials in
Washington and Pyongyang, the
North Korean capital. This is
not normally a speedy process.

Only last week, State Depart-
ment officials maintdined their
gloomy outlook, and estimated
at 10 pér cent or less the
chances of release of the men
by next Jan. 20, when the John-
son administration leaves office,

The ¢ U.S. 'ambassador to
Seoul, - William J. Porter, has
been in Washington for consul-
tations and is returning to his
post. The Korean government,
has been informed in Seoul of

the negotiations at Panmunjom.




‘* expreasgdmwpm and dur
y-tha whfw‘
—a%ﬂ»ﬂwg:'*niﬁatﬂm X

'J

so fhat we will not have a sur-
prise attack—let us make sure during the campaign of propos-
that we have in the area other
shipsvr planes that can come to|

¢ue of such a ship in the|,
evant‘that it comes under at- tion

ta;:k’ s
SGON AFTER - North- Korea

ing the presidential
'm IF o e
. mn m”,fﬁ pﬂb{l@w changed" == mi;g, =

"man u‘ew lnst Jan

this:—ﬁﬁp ain." i M—Q}' A
However, on stopped‘

ing that spy ships he given es-
times.

Shig 4

sl

in-|1 ‘engage
Epal portant function, ,thaf.
ter gatheriﬁg of information
‘ei-| comes over th -airways. .
no-

an- “ITCAN’Tbepartotal
;er_that would destroy thﬂ p

omi|over it. That again would

:Bttoi
; shouldbeablemplueged

2

-

flotilla ‘of naval vessels b

stroy its effectiveness.”
Wheeler testified for 2
that the qost of esmrﬂng

forcee “deplnyed cggands
miles from our’ shbres in 0
protect the” vessel, w :

on the high' seas'
w:th mtemaﬂonal law. s : -

IN CRITICIZING the Joht
|administration’s handling of Hié

blo situation soon aftes
Pc:gtureoftheship af;

e

1g|did the United, States dlspatch
|carriers ~and , other

-|that’* “weé* should ‘have - eymne

| Defense” Department o
U3S. i li’wr;’;‘giq were in
P:J o's "ﬁ they

'ﬂé‘*‘.
-
g
iE
a3 5
G

=T

g :
; aided the spy nhip either, ;hq of-};
t. W : 1

r- ONLE AFI'ER the Pneblo was

g
Bl

not have been put in the g
time to have helped. - | | !

There werenoAmerican nat!
valmﬁtsnearenwghtoha'~

ficials sald

grabbed by the North Koreans

fighting mntn 1nto the waters off
Korea. % oA At
- TR e



