August 22, 1974

“ditor, Publlshsrs' Weekly
1130 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10036

,—Dnar Tditor:

i Lf you wera with PW eight years ago, you msy remember WHITRWASH: THS
l RTPORT ©OX 'd" WARR N RCUPORT. It wss, I balieva, the [irst so-call:d
L;,unuurh‘uuud book

—/PW, rlone in the publishlnﬂ industry, trested it feirly. It wes nct,
in my view, reslly "underground”. And I remain » publiéRher, slbeit
the country's, If not ths world'as, smallest.

(F\%oon there will be the fourtn of the WHITAWASH series. When it ap-
eers, I will let PW know. Its mppesarance is not the purpose of this
@cttnr. Iiather sre the recollections of th& past eight years.

I belirve thera 1s » story that would be informetlve to lerge pub-
lishers and interesting to your general renders.

'— Largzs publisners lasrned nothing from 1t. Vot even when WHIT WAL
LJ bﬂ*ﬂm‘ % best-aeller in its originel format snd ia reprint 4id one
!r—/cumf to me for the sequal. Or ssk me if there was to be one.

{ The ssasssination of John Kennsdy sand lts officinl investipgebion cer-~
L telaly were and remeinad ab least topicsl eventa. But until I gave

up on established publishers =nd without a cent of cspitel became my
Y ~owa, no book on this subjzet apposared.

\\ /s 'Check your own indexes on this turning peint in Americen history and
\y s@e Ahet books sbout it are saveilable. You will, I beliasve, find mine
I'{ only. They sre s1ll still =elling. Yet I never had s cent for promo-
| tion or advertising and the only #d I heave aver pleczd is ths smell

“ one I curry in Beoks Ia Frint. '

The prastisioun ﬁnd rrnffv "mu York Times book rmecticn wonuld nak =oa-
kol el L Lrt.onge @i BRIE TIPSE woPn 0 =0 Sieij. ) T VPR € o
(I mnde the Tin~v pny ny Lor coplﬂw besinning wiLh tn‘ 1' .J Ur thosz=
that followed it. Thera weres no revégws, belfors or ﬂfLer “publizstion,
wherrs 211 publishars seek them, and faw printad mentions. Tasre wee

no diatribution of sny kind arrsnged prior to publication. I[n =aplite
of this snd other ma jor dissdvantages, it was a best-sszller.

Tha coming book will face greater handlicaps. But it is coming. I =m
confident, if, as with the first, these handicapa wilTl raducs bthe sale
anormeusly, they will not meesn [fallure. Thos= now hoandicops, I balisasve,
are still another commentary on som= aspects of th: publishing industry,
coztly teo publishsrs.

If ther= is =nyone in particulsr to whom you would like mas to nand the
re:view copy, I would appraciate s lubsl.

“ineczrely,

Hareld weisbers



