
EVES CI A '381:1): The Case Against Gerald Posner 
by Gary ■Inck 

He teveareilly denied it on his recent promotional tour, but Gerald Posner's "Ca.se Closed" 
is melee .iionelalk pweecution ease etacked against I te Harvey Oswald and the research 
comnitnin■ , using false and mieleading information in a blatantly biased attempt to prove the 
wipe:, alike ernong several hundred dubious claims. one in particular stands out because of the 
atithie's tontempt for coeepiracy theories advanced by Warren Commission critics. 

When Posner needed a ballistics expert to establish that the "pristine bullet" was slightly 
dente eed he chose Howard Donahue, But Posner covered up the fact that Donahue devised the 
theot y that Secret Service Ageut eieorg,e Hickey, sitting in the car immediately behind Kennedy, 
stood ltp end accidentally fired the fatal head shot! Even though no witness saw it happen, and 
despite the Chalc: HMITS011 Film of the head shot unequivocally revealing no one standing inside 
the ear Poener took the word of a man whose theory is the basis of the book "Mortal Error," a 
disgraceful effort that rival: only the fictional "Appointment In Dallas: The Final Solution to the 
Assassination of .111:." by Hugh \ leDnnald. 

sdiee the infamous Magic Bullet theory requires a drastically slowed-down bullet to 
emeree telatis ely undamaged. Posner ignored military-  specifications published by the House 
Aesaeeinatione Committee :hawing the muzzle velocity was 2300 feet per second, not 2000. That 
l fit; ,Itangee completely laekiug in documentation, helped Posner move his theory from 
impose ible to I he possible. 

The deer jaeket promieed "new details about Oswald's attempt to kill Major General 
Edw \\ Aker  " but there is absolutely nothing new in Posner's account. Missing front his story 
is the ttrieival Dallas Police report and local news accounts in which the bullet was identified as a 
silvet ',Aryl-jacketed." 30-C calibre missile. Oswald's rifle fired only copper-jacketed, 6.3mm 
ammenilion Butler: of a different color. composition and size do not fit Posner's view of history. 

'Ie. eel Oeweld from London to Helsinki, Finland on his peculiar, lone traitor defection 
without as stamp ott his passport required either private or military transportation, a suspicion the 
Hone., ,..4a,:sinfaions Committee could not resolve. Posner's solution was simply to ignore the 
London- 1.Ielsinki leg completely! 

i /nee in Russia, Oswald threatened to tell everything he knew about the secret 11-2 spy 
flight;. Bet Poeticr sought to minimize his connection with military intelligence, so he hid from 
the !vide+ the belief of Francis Gary Powers, the 11-2 pilot shot down a mere six months later, 
that the Pte.:Ai:ins may have been assisted by Oswald. 

In a desperate attempt to get t' ;maid from his rooming house to the Tippit murder scene 
within the firmly established time frame, Posner ignored the only timing reconstructions made by 
the Wareu Commieeion It found Oswald probably left his room between 1:00 and 1:03, then 
shot Tippit by t: 1n. 'ommission counsel David Bella personally walked the route twice at just 
second: under 18 minutes thereby eliminating Oswald as .a suspect. Presner also mentioned that 
witne-e I leien \ larkham cast the shooting while walking to her nearby bus stop. But he left out 
the I. I 2 departure time of her bus. the one she rode every day. Markham was not hurrying to her 
Pus. jut procerdine at her not mal pace. which means the shooting had to have occurred before 
:12 a fell six mmilice or more before Oswald could have arrived. 

t'eing Beli les speculation that Oswald may have been on his way to Mexico City, Posner 
Failed n. eeplain that Oswald would have been completely out of money upon arrival. That, of 
course le-Thee that other conepiretors mieht have assisted him in Mexico. a development that 
canna to the lone nut theor). 

Discrepancies like these litter nearly every page of "Case Closed." The general public 
doesn't recognize w hen face: have been falsified or distorted. but Posner certainly does. In fact, 
he seeine to have gone out of his way to avoid new evidence that challenges his no conspiracy 

I truer carne to Texas early last year and we met at Jim Marrs' monthly, non-credit 
Kenteetv aeseteeieation class at the 1 'niversity of Texas at Arlington. He made it clear he was 
hue-wake! in the latest information on the Badge Man photograph, the Bronson film and the 



aeons, r.. ct Menet% I offered to show him illything he wanted and he committed to see the 

material on his neva trip toles:is. 
In tilillSefilleni phone calls. Posner songht to talk with me late in the afternoon when my 

work schedule was exceptionally diilicult. Nly return messages suggested he call my home at 

Hight of on the weekend, Eventually his calls slopped completely, and he never returned to 

lexas \out I know why. 
Pi acne,. I believe. decided that those three areas offered severe challenges to his Oswald 

did it alone thesis. If he had made those calls, and if he had seen the new, hard evidence first-

hand. his hook may have been titled "Case Open." 
Since personal and professional circumstances have prevented me from resuming 

publicatioa of my old newsletter "('.overals!". here is the latest information on the three areas of 

hard e' idence that can make a difference in the Kennedy case. 

.1C4)17  STICS 
The theory that the Dallas Police inadvertently recorded the assassination began when 

Penn Jones played his tape of the radio broadcasts for me late in 1976. I speculated that if the 

open ;114.1'6phi- 1e were in Dealey Plaza, the shots must have been recorded along with the static 

and police conversations. I wrote my conclusions for the A ugust 1977 issue off Penn's "The 

Continuing 	and researcher Nilo) Ferrell presented my information to the House 

Assassinations ( 'ontmiitee the following month. 
Committee scientists James Barger. Mark Weiss and Ernest Aschkenasy stand by their 

original eoncliisioas. in 1951 1 found some television news film shot in Dealey Plaza on the first 

anniversary of the assassination which includes a very similar bell sound like the one on the 

police reeorditig, thus confirming the existence of an-open microphone at that location (the bell 

location is still unknown - it is not visible in the 196-1 film. only heard). Artifacts associated with 

the "crosstalk conversation." which cast doubt on the original acoustics analysis, could only have 

come front an AN( radio system: since the Dallas Police system is known to have been ENI, the 

National Academy of Science conclusions, as admitted to me by panel member lads Alvarez, are 

rendeled 111% slid. Incidentally. Posner mentioned twice that the panel member most responsible 

for the crosstalk study. Alvarez. was a Nobel prize winner. lint he failed to disclose that the 

award w as in recognition for his atomic energy study of elementary particle research, not 

acoustics some expert! 
HR.ONSON 111 \ 

Charles Bronson was located by Dallas Morning News reporter Earl Ciolz in October 

1978 after receiving a previously classified FBI document. When Earl and 1 drove to Oklahoma 
to view the ram. we found that the Hook depository and sisal floor windows were visible in a 

sequence shot six or seven minutes prior to the assassination - the time JFK was due in Dealey 

Plaza Earl then hrought the film to House Assassinations Committee photo consultant Robert 

(limier,. who confirmed what tt e had already seen: movement in at least two sixth floor windows 

at abseil the same time Depository employee Carolyn Arnold claimed to have noticed Oswald in 
the second floor lunchroom. When the Committee arranged for one of the frames to he enhanced, 
it appeared that one or more of the shapes may not have been the boxes stacked in the 

backgrolowl. I have stayed in contact with Bronson's attorney. John Sigalos, since 1978 and 

screened the film for Dallas 1-B1 agent ITdo "Woody" Spechi in Sigalos' office. Further attempts 

at enhancement were never made by the Justice Department, even though the Committee urged it 

to at,. as 
It 1983 i showed the film to CBS News reporter Terry Drinkwater prior to their twentieth 

mth% :airy reports. Along with the proper background information, I told Drinkwater the best 

analysis should include a study of the colors of the objects in the windows, for they ranged from 

red to blue to green where only tan- colored boxes were located. The resultiiiUtuickie study, 
performed by the lick Corporation with help from university scientists:  was limited to black and 

white motion anal xis. Their conclusion was that the apparent movement was probably the grain 

of the film. (lick was founded by a former CIA agent; the scientific approach to image 

enhancement began with the intelligence community and the two factions co-exist to this day, a 
situation deo should not automatically he of concern.) 



This Bre>nse,ti film was anat ■ sed acain in 1988 by scientists in England for "The Alen 
ho Killed Kennedy." but since the cost became prohibitive, producer Nigel Tamer reluctantly 

canceled the Ai nth . A fter harking only inerd Nigel the work needed to he done, I wound up 
returnin tie original film from England tvithout a completed study. 

fonnh ildt hegan in 1992 when Baltimore researcher Al Conniff instigated a new 
sis 	one of the scientists involved with the CBS study. Unfortunately. the project was put 

on hold after I saw prr'liminaty results and learned the scientist was not comfortable with doing a 
color ;dialysis from a video tape of the film, rather titan the film itself. 

-1 lien just a few months ago I helped convince producers of the upcoming Frontline study 
of Lee Ilar‘..ey Oswald to fund .a thorough analysis. The three-hour PBS special, currently 
schedided for November Its 1,491, will include the entire Bronson film and the results of what 
should be a proper scientific et ablation. Frontline has also acquired, at my urging, the original 
Finghcs f•lin of the motorcade turning onto Elm Street with the sixth floor windows fully visible. 
F.nhanceenem improvements since 1078 will hopefully reveal new evidence from these crucial 
home movies. t'l he who have been spreading the rumor that the Frontline special is a no-
conspit as-% show sle mild realise that these studies are extremely expensive and the results could 
overt am any preconceived eonclusion. As the main consultant for archive footage in this project, 
my midis standing is that this is a thorough attempt to understand Oswald and either confirm or 
refine 'he many stories and theories still swirling around him.) 

13.11s 	NI1N 
Ii is amazing to me that this project has consumed I I years of my life. What seemed so 

simph- 	startling in 1982 has become complex and ION rating. The Badge Man picture, blown 
up from the clearest Mary Ninorman picture known to exist. has been criticized by people who 
know link or nothing about it aside from what appears in "The Alen Who Killed Kennedy." 

\ igel 'hatter got free use a the picture in exchange for one requirement: he must 
advae.:e the project scientifically. He agreed to hire an independent expert to either confirm or 
refute the conclusions reached by lack White and myself. In July 1988, Geoffrey Crawley, a 
renoit lied British ',holm scientist with a long, successful history of debunking fake photos, was 
flown to Dallas where we restaged the Moorman photo using her original camera (which still had 
the original settings - she never used it after that last picture). Geoffrey stood where she stood, 
while Ni 	and I portrayed the Gordon Arnold and Badge Alan figures. Geoffrey also shot 
severs! test pictures with a 3-1) camera to net accurate comparison views and measurements. The 
Badge Man images passed ever' test he devised. 

We then lisnied Geoffrey the original copy photos from which Jack White's best blowups 
were made, and gat e him EteeefNz to the original, badly faded Polaroid. As is quite common with 
pictures not promptly or properly coated with fixative, most of fine detail has faded away. 
Geoffrey matte his ow a blowups from the copies and ultimately developed images comparable to 
those Jack made in l 08'2 and I')83. Geofffty and I also examined all the copy negatives of the 
Nloorman otieinal still C•Ni,li 41g at l'nited Press International, the source of the clear prints loaned 
to us 	Josiah Thompson and Harold Weighers. None of the material at UPI is even remotely 
close i a quality to what we have today. (Another version of the Moorman picture, copied by the 
.Assiii sited Press in Dallas in 191-.3 is far too grainy and out of focus in he useful. That version is 
mite whiceil ill "('axe 

rhifins research for "The \len Who Killed Kennedy" 1 learned that transcripts of the 
emits- filmed interviews N lark Lane and film maker Emile de Antonio conducted in l96 for 
"Rush 	Judgement" were still in existence, Among the outtakes to the I .ee Bowers interview 
was a tench moire speeific description of the two men he saw behind the grassy knoll picket fence 
at the moment of the assassination. Bowers said they were just west of the pergola very near the 
two trees] in other words, exactly where Badge Man and Back I rp Alan, as heck. calls him, appear 
to be S. far as I am concerned it is nor a question of whether or not there are two people behind 
the knee len rather, what are they doing. (Bowers also made it very clear that the three tramps 
arrested after he stopped the trains were not suspicious in any way.) 

Farther corroboration for the Badge Man picture comes from the Nix film blowups, 
which mat reveal c  lordon Arnold. In the late 1970's, Robert Ciroden overexposed the grassy, 



knoll and rotoscoped the image so the concrete wall remitted stationary. A tan-colored object 
was sere to drop dowitward and to ire left as Jackie started climbing out of the seat onto the 
trunk. x‘ hen i interviewed mold in 1982 and 1983. he said he hit the ground just as a pink 
obje,:t in the car t which he now knows was Jackie) started moving out of the seat. Since there 
was nothing on the eras.sy knoll area that could move, other than a person, the likelihood that it is 
Gordon \mold. or some other person. is substantially impror ed. 

In the summer of 1991 t Aver Stone flew two former Nlarine Corps sharp shooters to 
Dealey Plaza to advise him on location and trajectory for both Badge Man and the acoustics 
position shooter a few feet away. I talked with both men and they thought either location was 
terrific The Backe \ Ian position required awareness that the corner of the concrete wall would 
block his view of .11-K for a fraction of a second, a problem they judged to be insignificant. (Our 
measurements confirmed by Geoffrey Crawley. show that Badge Man had to have stood on a 
stippor, ouch as a car bumper or the tailgate of a station wagon to get his belt at least as high as 
the top of the five foot fence. One of the eupporters of the phoney Roscoe White story has shown 
a phoiograph shot from the top of the fence and passed it off as Badge Man's view; the deceptive 
angle however, is easily recognized.) 

Set eral attempts at computer enhancement over the years have been stymied by the grain 
in the copy photog,raphs. The original Polaroid was virtually grain-free, so if the image could be 
rejuvenated. enhancements would make a considerable clarity improvement. A few years ago I 
learned that an archaic form of radiation enhancement can, literally, bring a dead black and white 
picture hack to life_ even if the silver image, to the eye, has faded away. 

ll the Polaroid original is radiated properly and held next to a piece of fresh photographic 
paper the radiation absorbed by the silt-em will create an identical image on the paper with all the 
fine detail the original possessed thirty years ago. But the only scientists with the expertise at this 
technique are in Japan. and the Nloorman original would retain its radioactivity. It could never 
again he handled and. under agreements dating back to the end of World War II, Japan cannot 
export Rev kind of radioactive material. It would have to stay there, stored inside a lead 
eontai eve 

A major J 1. news organ' lation has linked up with one of the Japanese networks and the 
enhancement project is awaiting my go- ahead. At this writing, the middle of October, I cannot 
decide what to do. In a few years the original picture will have faded away to nothing, whereas 
the radiation enhaucement will prevent any further hands-on study, even if some new 
enhancement techeique is developed. 

It is more than a little discouraging that Gerald Posner, who professed interest in this 
area. che ,e to ignore all of the background and corroborative work we, and others, have put into 
this project. Instead. he falsely represented that we have used Jean Hill to support our claims. 
The truth is that We hat e never used Jean because the embellishments to her story since the late 
19711's hat e seriously compromised her value as a witness. 

N ly work on thes.e three pieces of hard evidence has always been well within the 
boundaries of proper jetireal ism and careful scientific study, areas of discipline that Gerald 
Posner seems lo know r ery little about. 

• I 903 	lack. A II riehie reserved. 


