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A QUESTION TO PONDER NOW THAT THE KENNEDY AFFAIR IS ON THE mo\\.

What is the TRUTH about
that black day at Dallas?




FOR FOUR days we
have all been caug]]:t
up once again in t
double murder - of

President Kennedy

and a. pollceman ;

named - Tippit in
Dallas on ovem-
ber 22, 1963. ’

The pundits have been

debating whether one man.
named Lee Harvey Oswald

killed them both—or -
whether he was framed as
partiof 'a wider plot.

Since Oswald was never
put on irial, I how invite
mel to torm the jury

nrst that some

s
shattering ﬁl{ Rey‘gbl
man runn away with
revolver in hand from 'I‘lppit.'l

corpse.
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n.re nnw dead.

the rnelists was

later kll ed in h apartmenb by
En unknown assailant with a
karate blow, the other was shot
dead by s retireds policeman.
'rrt\: iawm- died of & heart

TWO DEATHS

That 15 not all. From a h
raliway tower a rall wu‘:liger
named Bowers &n almost
ga naramic view the Presi-
ent's death. Bowg. sa!d thu
ab that ment &
and smoke came nob from ho
warehouse from whi omu
i pposed to ve d.

namr t n
roadway below

spoke ot uulns two unldentlﬁad ;
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He ls dead — killed In a oAl
s -wi

assassination
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version is tha.t 'Oswnm ot on
8 bus w « particular, he
was nuuceu i:y 4 Mrs. Bledsoe,
who once rented a room to him
for a week. She declared that he
looked  *“like a maniac. His
eeve was out here . . . and
his hu was 30 distorted” -
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® PUT yourself In the
place of m  juryman
handed this map. The
scene Is Dallas en
November 22, 1963, The

white arrow marks the

bhook-depository  where
Lee Harvey Oswald

‘worked and from which

— according to the
Warren  Commission —
he fired at President
Kennedy.
rrrow shows where the

author of a new book

nileges that the real
nasassins stood. Which
is more likely 7

The black -

. Railroad
/ D Tower
\L

Grassy
Knoll

“'which ha.s lmpreued Bnrtrand
Russell ~and.  Professor ' Ayer,
who both provide testimonlals
for Lane's But how does

it  strike ! you 'as & com.mon-—‘

lense :ender? k3
reasons of own
1Rerl-m ‘because 1t helpa to
I Oswald was & crazy
Ilone wolf) Mr, Lane  will. not
Bledsoe was choaen to give fako
evidence. Bub, if that s 8o,
why did the fakers merely use
her to confirm this uni nt
bus trip?  Why did they not
persuade her to imagine tha

sh saw Oswald . d
lctusl shooting ? |

SPECIOUS

As  for ‘her ' notlon that
Oswald  looked mad, let us
remember that -he was nor-
mally a cool, neat little fellow.
Bhe knew him. you_saw a
frlen 1 normally a non-drinker,

g down pints in a bar,
you m.l ht.note the fact. But
would the other Eeoule in the
bar who did not know him ?

Thus Mr. Lane pounces
onward from one__ specious
point to another., When he
reaches the moment, about
half an hour after the Presi-
dent's death, when the police-

oing the

man Tippit was shot by a mian *

whom  he was. questioning, Mr.
Lane strikes mighty blows at
the r witnesses who thought
thnt the killer looked ke
Oswald.

" If you have ever described a
road accident on an Insurance
form you will know the kind of
thing. -By ledping on.contradip-

tions, Mr. Lane could prove that

there was.no accident at all.
. But what he does not mention

.-bought by mal
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is that, after Tipput's death, a
man  8li into a mnearb

cinema' without buying a tlcket.
The cinema was surrounded ahd
the uahu were tumed up. The

aa.y‘lng
now, "
man was Lea Harvey
Oswa ld The revolver was of
;ﬁeclsely the sort t
ppit. . The spent sh from
the scene fitted it exaoctly,
But there was something else
about this Weat)on It had been
rder by some-
one called * Hidell.” 80 was the
rifle. found in the warehouse

“where Oswald worked.

When Oswald was arrested he
had on him a forged Belective
Service identity card with the
namé A. J. Hidell on It, but
bearing Oswald's own photo-
graph. He also had other docu-
ments bearing the name Hidell,

In every case the name was in
Oswald's handwriting, His wife
later admitted that used the

name as an allas

Against this, almost all Mr,
Lane can do i8 to suggest thab
Marina - Oswald  was under
pressure and that the hand-
wribln.g e:&perts were all police
and stooges. Yet in
another chapter _Mr,  Lane

- exults because an F.B.L expert

declared that no Oswald
prints coulcl be !ound on ¢ g

STAR CHOICE

i? a revolver,
ell, itl all over

rifle.. That seems an odd sort
of P‘BJ conspiracy.
Mr. Lane and Mr,
Epateln (whose sober and, on
the whole, sensible - book is
devoted to the work of the
commission) are able to show
that the official Warren Com-
mission, composed wholly of
lawyers, was often bumbllng and
in& equat.e who have
rienced stmnnr inquiries in
ta.in will not be amazed. Lord
Dennings inquiry _into  the
Profumo case was also fatuous
in places, but that does not
prove that- m mam conclusions
Were wroj oes not ﬁrovn
t.]l;mt Mlu’ eeler _fwsaa rea
the pay o é-tung,
fs true thst the commission
haa got itself Into a pickle ovér
the exact timing of the shots
which hit_the President. . It
assumes (perhaps wrongly) that
Oswald could not have started
ﬂrmﬁsunul the oak tree in front
of his window was out of the
line of fire. It has timed the
frames of & cine film showing
first the Presldent. and en
Governor Connally (who sab in
front.of him) being hit—and. in
order to fit in all the shots, It
has assumed that the first bullet
hit the President, came out
through his throat, and then
groceeded to do damage to the
overnor. The medical evidence
for this is not strong.

VENDETTAS

But there {s absolutely mo
need to conclude, as Lane and
Epstein do, that there were at
least two assassins

"'What of the death and aced-
dent toll among witnesses?
There were over 900 witnesses
all told.. Just in the ordinary
wear  and r of Dallas one
would not expect them gl ‘to
survive the {ears unscathed,

In one or two cases there may
have been foolish extremists of
the Ruby sort who have carried
out. private vendettas against
non-conforming witnesses. ' But,
because they make themselves
foolish, that {s no excuse for us
to_do the same,

It may be nice to see h!stury
turned upside down. Bam
Reop!e ready to belleve thau

lehard III did not murder the
boy Princes in the Tower, could
even be persuaded that the bo
Princes murdered Richar
Apart from such thinkers (plus
of course Bertrand Russell and
Professor Ayer) few readers m
ilkely to be convinced b
Lane's book or seriously nkm
by Mr, Epstein's.

OF THE WEEK

STIGMA ; The experience of disability edited by Paul Hunt

(Chapman, 25s.).

Twelve physically disabled men and

women write sensibly and without wuplift about their

..problems. So_far from being grim this is an inspiring book,

not only for others who are ill or erippled, but for any of us
who aré ever bowed down by far lesser worries,




