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BY L. FLETCHER PROUTY

In a bare room, nine feet by six feet, sits a
while man, He is . somewhat sensi-
tive, calm, and ommittal. For four
years this spare room has been his jail
cell. For four yerars he has been in solitary,
after his lawyer had pressured him info

- pleading guilty to the crime of shooting to

death a black man—thus doing away
with the need for a trial,

The prisoner's nama is suppcsedly
James Earl Ray, and the black man his
lawyer said he killed in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, was the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.

But this man miay not be the real Jamas
Earl Ray, and It is quite likely that he never
shot King.

For the crime of murder, especialiy the
murder of a man such as King (recipient
of the Nobel Peace Prize, and & leader of
his race in America), any man should
go to jail for a long time. And for such a
crime (after which morg than fifty cities
burned—three of which, including
Washington, D.C., were seripusly dam-
aged) the state government and the fed-
_eral govemment should have made sure
that the accused had a full and complate
trial, if only to put ail datails of the crime
on the record and to remove beyond all
doubt the possibility of a conspiracy. The
primary objective here 15 not simply to
convict the man said to be the killer; but to
determine whether ke acted as part ol a
conspiracy which goninues aller his in-
carceration.

James Eari Ray had no trial. In fact, the
manner in which he was handied by the
public prosecutors and the courts was
reminiscent of the cases of Sirhan B.
Sirhan (Robert Kennedy's convicted kill-
er), Arthur Bremer (the convicted assail-
ant of George Wallace}, and Lee Harvey
Oswald (the assumed slaysr of John F.
Kennedy), up lo the time Oswald was
shot while in the hands of the police. In all
these cases the prosecution leaped fo
the epporturity to jail one man without
devaoting much effort 1o checking out the
possibility of conspiracy,

In Ray's case, the evidence against
him is, at best, questionable. If he had not

e .thismanmaynotbefhe

real James Earl Ray, and it is

quite likely that he never shot
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King. .. ."
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been kept in solitary confinement for '

eight months before his trial (with bright
lights glaring twenty-four hours a day in
his windowless cell, television monitors
walching him every moment, and mi-
crophenes bugging even his private
conversations with his lawyers), and if he
had not been threatened and coerced by
his lawyer, Percy Foreman, Ray certainly
would not have permitted him to enter a
olea of “guilty.”

Ray's case is typical of the others. Sur-
rounding these four major cases are mys-
tery and unreality, especially about how
they were investigated and uled,
As | have said in an earlier article
(Genesis, November 1974), Lea Harvey
QOswald could hardly have been the killer
of John F. Kennedy, and it is most unlikely
that Ray, Sirhan, and Bramer all acted
alone. The far greater crime in each of
these cases has becoma tha crime of the
cover-up.

At a time when the house of cards con-
strucled with great care by powertul
men who have been running this country
since the late 1950s has begun fo crum-
ble as a result of the blunders of Water-
gate, it becomes Imperative that we
press ever harder for government action
to reveal these cover-ups, conspiracies,
and related crimes.

Despile the many inconsistencies that

“, . . .Ray, if he ever partici-
pated in the event at all, was
little more than the errand boy
for those who did the job. He
was not the mechanic. . . ."

surround the murders of the Kennedys.
Martin Luther King, and the failed assas-
sination of George Wallace, the govern-
ment has acted as if there were no cut-
standing questions. In this sense. at
least, the government has itseif perpe-
trated these massive cover-ups.
Individuals can't solve these crimes.
Individuals who try 1o solve them, or at

least to uncover parts of them, have run |

into governmental obstruction, No fewer
than twenty-four persons who have tied
fo uncaver data in the John Kennedy as-
sassination, or who were witnesses of
one kind of another connected with the
crime, have died violent deaths since
November 1963.

Stlll, individuals can tear away the more
fragile veil of cover-up. The crime of

_ Watergate has not been soived, and the

govemnment has done almost nothing to
discoverwhy those men really were inthe
Democratic National Committes head-
quarters, and why the "Dirty Tricks” team
had besnorganized. Butelaborate inves-
tigations have been underway to uncover
the cover-up of Watergate. Nixon re-
signed because he had taken part in the
cover-up, not because he had authorized
the crime of Watergate.

And now in Memphis a few hardwork-
ing individuals are beginning to tear away
al the cover-up of the King murder. After
years of tying to et & Cour & perrd
Inem 1o piead for a new trial for Ray, threa
lawyers—Raobert |. Livingston of Mem-
phis, James Lesar of ington, and
Bernard Fensterwald of Washington—
have finally persuaded the Sixth U_S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals to order & new hear-
ing. This was not a trial. It was only a
formal action 1o aftempt to get Ray a trial.

During this hearing Ray said that Percy
Foreman had threatened that he would
be executed for King's murder it he did
not plead guilty. (Ray had already fired
ong team of lawyers and had turned to
Foreman in desperation.)

There are a number of strange ele-
menis in the Ray case thal interest those
who are Irying to see that real justice is
(continued on page 107).

27
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