Dear Fletch, 6/25/91

Your letter of the 22d got me to reminiscing. This is +.*ood day for it because I'll
be interrupted soon by visitors and because I'm tired, more tha.n. usually, from a trip to
Yohns Hoplkins yesterday. It always hapens. Didn't kmow you'd had surgery. \hat was it?
I'm hopeful that yesterday's trip results in the elimination of surgery 1'd expected./p 7LU¢I,

You refer to my birds as though I were still fariwing, I started to liquidate the
farm under an amicable agreement with the Pentagon and was mostly done with it 11/22/63,
I've not farmed since. That in turn reminds me, it was a precedent case that last I'd heard,
now quite a fow years ago, your fiyboys and the Uongress had not been able to resolve,

lHostly it was c.hoppeﬁj "most of them from Davison, Belvoir, but quite a few whitetops
and some sonic booms, The army backed out of the deal and I had to sue again and that time
they settled out of court. The first suit established tha‘ property-owners rights under the
“onstitution to the air space over his pr£rty to the height requ:lgd to be able to "enjoy"
his property. 1

41l those I dealt with except some of the operational people were fine. The Secretary
spoke to his genmeral counsel, who spoke to an assistant, something like Niederlehner, and
he appointed a fine fellow on his staff, Walte ' liorse, later head of Selective Service or
its general counsel, to look out for -d.l's? interest o mine. He convened the me#téng at
vhich we reached an agreement but the army%‘éidd to neneg.

I remember one you may recall, a Yol “obert(?) low, assistant to the agpat sec for
Fiscal lanagement, “e came up, said he lnew the truth without my explaining it, we had a
short, nice visit and a regulation prohibiting any military choppedwithin 5 air miles of
our farm was promulgated. He was a nice guy.

Lou say L should have advertised oy eubassy row customers. That I never did, not even
by word of mouth. and I had quite a few ambassadors, too. Your mention of jumbo eggs re-
minds me, when the New Zealand Ambassador wus appointed theirambassador to the UN I left
five dozen of them at the embassy for him every Viednesday and they went to New York with
the pouch. His wife mailed me & check monthly. I think she'll still remember me if she is
atill alive for several incidents, ranging from her dog suddenly turning mean and taking
a hunk out of my buickside to my rescuing her during the first Sejlto conferences when un-
expectedly she was serving dinner tiat night. She had an Austrian refugee cook named Rosie,
They were talking when I entered the Aitchen., I got the drd.ff ¢f the problem, Rosie g ave
me a look, I gave her a nod, and lirs. snoj-Monroe asked he if I had some extra 'bﬁds. The
next week she told me her dinner had been a great aug;‘asa.

Unce when Frs, Foster Pulles gave a luncheon for Mamie Eisenhower she'd ordered my
smallest birds and *amie was so pleased she went to the kitchen and asked the cook where
she got such delicious birds. The cook and thf butler, lanes and man-and-wife, also told
me that Hrs. Dulles had decided to have then done in aspic, which this pair considered the



means of preparation they lilked least.

Did you know #ando Castillo, the Dominican military attache? He was related to Tru-
jillo, and whenever Trujillo came to town if Nando hadn't ordered those individual-serving
birds he'd pack Nundo up to the farm to get some. (I think Hando, bauujg; Fernando and
many other names “astillo, was part of the Guatemala overthrow, working from Yenezuela.
One Xmas he got drunk and by accident met us in the store of a *'aragu@ran on 18 near
Columbia ltoad, “egTlos Somethingorother. Nothing would do but that I drive Nando to his
apartment so he could get some gifts for ;il. “urned out to be a bottle of fine Scoth,
one of an excellent Sapnish anisette, Bl Hono, and another bottle of a liquor .41 would
not touch, Good Xmas for me. ...Our favoddte of the e bassy people was Yuillermo Murdoch,
kmown as "Boo." He was Uruguayan, and when he went back he was made chief of st&ff. He'd
brought a former actress as a mistress when he was sent to I frou “Lomion and he did not

take her home with him, “41 invited her %o atay with us and that lasted wwo years!...
Many stories come to mind, all the famous the kl"rencl) British Embassy chef served our birds
to including Winnie.In his jump suit, I suppose. iia:cel was a nice guy. Used to bring his
boy to the farm but had to stop because the kid wanted to stay!

It is 3:30 aum., I'ye just finished the first chapter of llangold's book on l{;;/leton and
in a few mouents will go out for the pupers. First a few side matters. I'll be walking at
about 5 a..i. I dou't know what your surgery washi_ﬁ"and 1've a few years on you but I
strongly urge you to spend some tine walking every dgy. I can usual.y do at least five
minutes bofore I have to get off my couplaining legs. I then sit in 1'4&’ car in the shopping
center parking lot, read and listen to WET4 of a siuilar Baltimore station und walk again
when the legs permit. I've developed a pain in the hip that may inhibit me but I'li do it
this morning. I used to walk contunuoudy before the venow: thrombosis and complications
foliowing implantation of a teflon artery in the left thight prevented that. I assure you
that walldng time is also good thinking time, especially when writing or planning writing.

While resting these mornings and at other odd moments when I've not felt up to working
I'm been annotating Baschloss' "'I'he Crisis Year:a' for lave Vrone. If you are not familiar
with the book, it deals with JFK and Khruschev, This bastard with scholarly credentials
is t)ﬁ-mqghly and guite professional.y dishonest. Tiere are sone areas where you have
personal knowledge, like where I am now, in one of his treutments of the Bay of Pigs.

I spent close to two hours on a dozen puges annotating the lies und dishonesties for lave,
which also means as a record for history. HSeschloss for whatever reason is covering the -
CIa's collective and individual asses., It takes the closeé’ ‘und most critical reading %o
detect what he is up to. From recollection, to illus trate and to i:dicate why your annota-—
tions from personal kmowlede :.ould be helpfui on page i 132 he makes one of his vague
references to the CIa's briefing of JI.. during the interregnum. I think he fails here to
say that it was al Joe. K.'s raln ?euch place. In the very next sentence he says that Dul-



les and lii:;;il kept warning {f(l:rab?ut what he and perhaps they refer to as "the diaposal
problem, " the those trained anti-ga.atro “ubans in Guatemala, Beschloss by this linking
of the two matters tells the ruader that their informing JFK of this began Lefore he was
sworn in. In fact as you kuow if my recollection is correct it did not happen until JFK
was cqlling on the project, Just before it rinally started. aside frou the wretchedness

of making JFK witting when he was not bec.iuse the Clus itself had under-informed him, of
which this ;Pdiappeal problma? way but one area, Boschloas also diminishes that earlier
than thia page bg. limiting it to one thing, that all those Cubans would bLe going through.:)t
Latin auserica bad-mouthing JFK. Not a word about what Dulles blacimailed JFK with in those
last and eritical days, what would they do with mor: than a thousund armed, trained and
angry Cubans then in Guatemala, which wanted them out,

There is no catching up with all the dishonesties in all the revisionist books and
it may be that the tire spent in annotati m is wasted, but unless it is done there
is no record for history, for those later wa.ntg&/to check on and be honest about our his-
tory and what later can be learned of it. This is why I take the time for Dave, for whon
I've annotated enougii books I do not remeuber them all, I think it is wor\l:ﬁ the time.

Before I forget, as I recall one of the things you said, I disagree to a degree with
it. So I'll say now that the first Wednesday — I remember tuo beople I sypoke to while
making my deliveries in Washington, which was on Wednesdays - I nade what I still regard
as a basically corréct analysis of what shruschev was up to. One was to an editor for
whom I'd done my series of Mazi cartel exposes before searl pérbor. which I also pre-

dicted, among many other things in accurately forecastimS what Japan would be doing

(it apveared that “eptember, the one before that December) and +he ozhex_- was the then
foreign editor of the Post, #s I recall named souething like '*‘homﬂnl:ﬂ I had customers
in the Jost newsroom, to which I made their deliveries. I am reminded of this also in
connection with what you say about those missiles being covered by tarps. Was there ever
at the time of JFK's gpeech and of Adlai Stevenson's speech at *he Ui any proof that any
warheads were in “uba? T think that in a series of conferences between participants of
both sides the USSX people have said there were. Lut Awa; looking for evidence that there
were soue, as I assumed there would have to be, and do not recall disclosure of any proof
that there were warheads in Cuba. ...

You say you are convinced that NSai. 203 is why JFK was kilicd. You don't have to
argue with pe that it is possible but I think you overlook other ossible inspirgttons.

I mean preceeding it.

Wien I had to quit farming I was working on a nuober of possible books., I'd been an
0S5 analyst with soie experience as what I was not truined for, a Latin americanist. I had
some successes and in general did what the phbs could not do. One book I planned and never
started writing was "aesop in the State Vepartment." Dave Wrone has the clippings I had for

i
.



One I reumeuber rather clearly was a 'ust story iisting lLatin Aueriean tyrunts of various
rank all of whou had been tryined in our War Colleges, from “eavenworth, as I now recall,
to Washi:gton, .

In general I was glert to such tl@lga and thought about then and about policy.

You may recall that I added an epilogue to ‘.ihitawaat;II. oy thinking about the assassi-
nation and what may have been behind it,alon; the lawyer's line of thinking, "eui bolo,"
4t that time I believed that it might be possible to #et somewhere thinikdng that way. I
was wrong.

This had been on my mind and as often happened then I awoke aite: about two hours
sleep with how that pars began in nind. I went to the typewriter and didn't stop uitil
I'd finished it, except for dressing after I'd gotten started and a few necessities, -ike
maling a pot of coffee. I remeuber that was a Saturday and I'd Just finished it when g
then Baltinore Sun reporter caume. '}/e read it and liked it and vald it a to me high compli-
ment, saying it rolled on the tongue like a fine wine. '

But I hadn't really thought it tlwrough and what I Printed is the corrected rough
draft. Later I came to realizd that there were Jjust too many people and forces for whom
seeing sove forw of benefit in killing JI'W was either apsarent or could be believed, )

So while that NSall could provide motive, why not also what You next refer to of the
previous j-une, his aunerican [:]:niveruity speech? among so many 6tiuara, Fletch,

You go iuto the missiles in Cuba. I do not dispute that they were in all pictures
covered by tarps but I thought that when the pictures you refer to were taken and shown
on TV they were not. I remenber that they were on tli e ships taking them out and reneumber
seeing the crews remove the tarps so the flyers and the oameras,coulq.éee that there were
missiles under them on the decks, '

As I recall on: of the first things done after JFK was informed, and I an satisfied
the CIA had proof long before he was inforned, was to send extra trofips to Florida for
a possible invasion. But JFK realized that devastating Yubs would be no solution and would
have been condemned by the entire world.

lou say that when you were sent to brief --(;97./ adanms and the admiral at lorfolk that
ew..ren:lng," which not specified, "JFK knew he would not have to attack." I believe that he
never intended to attack and tha+ any attack would have been at the least counter.roductive.
I take it you mean one of the earliest days. I think that until almost the end JFi did not
see the end and that before then he was at .east worried about his military and diploqati.o
advisers and what they were telling hin to do.

Tou next refer to Yonki: Gulf. I was not aware that earlier there was UP 34 piana for
what led to.the crisis and that after LBJ was Sresident they were useth‘:;s‘rj ;::he military to
provoke a Horth Vietnameseresponse. I was aware that the Havy had been their shore-
lines. “here was a lot leaked and on the basis of thinking about what was'leaked 1 wrote



& contenporaneous and acctrate analysis w dch went into the provocation (I remember the
Turner Joy but not the name of the other ship involved) in which I concluded that in fact
there had not been any real attack on either ship and that there had been either error on
our part in reporting observations or the whole thing was made up.ce M »

“ou hdd knowledge frou personal involvement in the Bay of Figs but I did not. I do
recall sone of what I read in a number of sources I believe are dependable and the reporting
is what you report, that JFK did not decide to let the invasion got ahead until the Sunday
before it happened. I think that what led to that decision is what Beschloss misreprésents
on the time, Dulles' telling JFK the night before that they had this problew:, what were
they going to do with those armed and angry Cubans in CGuatemala. I have always believed,
and I think this goes back to ilaynes Johnson's book, that Dullies blackmailed JFK iito
going ahead with a plan that could not work even if there had been a sucessful second
alr strike if the intent was to estublish and hold a beachhead that would lead to a war,
not aus'c to hold it long enough for what I am sure was a plan, for us to recognize a gov—
ernment in exile.

1 did not reca]], if I everplbu}?w, that Bundy had cancelled the ap, roval for that
second strike. You say of it that Cabell delayed speaking to tusk to get an OK, as he was
to have done, and that is why those planes were an hour late, which you do not mention. I
do not dispute your version but I do remember that the Navy w:;m then silent when it was
reported that they had loused up on time and were that hour late, too late.

You sdy we could have beaten Ho with cunventional weapons. .n our military terus,
without question. But he would likely have survived the attacks and what did eventuate
would have eventuated anyway. Destruction of the land might have been greater but an
end to guerrilla warfare would not have been .ikely. Vle could have controlled the land
militarily but without peace and there would not have beeu peace as long as there was
military occupation.

Back to the 1962 missile crisis. ly analysis then was the title of the book I plan—
ned and for which + did much research,"Tiger to Hide." I believed and still believe, with
soue confirmation from the recent bi arty conferences on t.mt crisis, that in placing the
migsiles there Khruschev was giving JF. his own tiger to ride, the tiger of making the
decision. I do not for a minute believe that ®hruschev wanted to or intended to use those
missiles. Uriginalliy I believed that there were no warheads there but as - thought about
this later, thut would have been foolish because there was always the chance they'd get .
uged in response to an attack., He wanted to have thenm there to use in bargafning a dolution.

What the revisionists ignore is that this was his first proposal that he did not zz—-'uat
to his own diplomacy. lle had it delivered Ly a man I think was KUB with an embassy cover
agnd function, to that dumdum John Scali, then with &4BC liews, who never really understood
what wwmoot from his own later writing about it. When Hit}/?'a short time that got
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response Khrusohev useil a difrerent ap roach. ile disclosed his second nropesal publicly
yhile it was being transmitted in official chunnels., The news people had it as it came

over the wire as fast as the “hite “ouse did. He offered to remove his nissiles if we would
remove ours in Hurkey. He was, I believe, confident that the US and J¥FK would not accept
that proposal after it was so public becuuse it would appear like a retreat.

This is what lead the White liouse thinking that bypassed all the advisers.

Jid you kmﬁt that two people saw the s,lution and I think the pu pose immediatY?
On¢was adlai Stevenson a._t t}% \ 'c 3:(} how he was defumed and bedevillied over it by '{:he
uncomprehending hawks | - soue of the military for it, and John licvoue at the
CIla. But before long ;thars in the Cla went to work on iHeCone and within o short ti..e he
changed his position.

4s I recull now it was Hobert ..ennedy who saw the wisdoi: of going back to Kh.'s
original proposal, in part bLecause we could hurdly claip the right to lhave similar missiles

not an ieedd away but on the Lorder, in Turkey, and claim that was right and proper
but that having sowe on the nearby island uaan),,t. The world would not have bought that
and we'd have looked so very bad and so aggressive, with them looldng right.

Whe JFK learned tiat we still hd missiles in Turkey he was aghast. He had ordered
them to be removed, mor: than once when he lé arned his order had been ignored.

As -obert and -'oh“: discussed what “obert saw they decided to broaden the guaranteeg
Kh had demanded, that we would not invade “uba., What the US really proposed was mud) more,
that we would protect “uba against any invasion. If you have the records on this, and I
now do not, you'll see I am correct.

Who won is immaterial and it uade, little difference to Klbthat our gide proclaimed a

big victory that in reality was more (in the wrong tama af a big defeat. We gave him more
than he'd demanded and proclaimed victory. The real victor was the world and avoidance of
what without it there would have been because fﬁx@had one of what we called "mutual assassis-—
tance" duals with c.lent states would could give no assistance. laul “astro and Che

Ghevara were in loscow that a—u.ne reporting that another invasion inpended and asking the
USSH to keep its word. It couid not derend Uu.lm from any attack. any attack would have

%Ed it waste. That is hardly defending. But kh,could not back down because the los§ of

face if he did not go help Yuba after an anvasion would have made hin a paper tiger and
treaties with his country valueless.

So, he passed the decision %o JT( and the world is indebted to both of them for
working it out without war.

Thanks and best wishes, / -
Do you remember the Navy taking 3 Cuban fishing boats on the H W
high seas, to Tampa, maling phony charged in another jrovocation., 1d Vel
in which most if not all the story was false, and Goldwater arp eisberg

playing along with his own provocation involving Guantanamo? Will we ever know# how nany
provocations were created by sone of our military? Did you learn when at JCS?



4201 Peachiree Place, Alexandria, VA 22304 Jiuine 22, 1991

Harold Weisbherg
7627 0ld Receiver Rd
FPredericlk, MD 21702

Dear Harold,

Travelled to my 50th Class Reurnion at *he Oniv Massachuse
Amherst. Spent geveral finme days there among 110 old frien
- -
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Wwas my t vacation trip ia years: so we thought we'd st :
our lecz hi* mors 2nd go on up into Maine. Without pricr olans
we ended up in Bosthhay Harbhoer and staved right on the wharf., It

m

irs

wzs grezt, znd the lohster is imcomparzbls. Then back via NE. VT,
MY and PA. I was tired when I «@ot back: but it was worth it.
Then, for the past three days I have bheen attending ths annuzl
sanferancs of the Sgciety of Historiazns for American Foreign
Rz=lztions a2t GW Univ. T hazve heen with this organizetios sincs
itz sarliest years and I enjoy the meetings., I don't travsl to
them; hut when thesy are this area I go.

Got home today and found a letter in the mail from Dave Wrone. He
is 2 fine guy and one of the true professionzls in this field. I
had not had the pleasurs of hearing from him for a while but he
mentioned that he had been with vou. I'm sorry I missed him. I've

been up at Stevens point with him...but toc long zgo.

T have your letter of 5/30. My operztion has slowed ms down and I
have troubhle deoing the things eack day that I want to do. But
things 32em to improve ezch day.

That headline in the Stzrs and Stripes was of course the military
pick up on the story. Around the world everyone knew that NSREM
263 was JFK's premiere plank of his 1964 campaign for re-
election, Whzt could have bhesen better.

I have been surprised for years thait more peop‘e did not zick up
on how important NSAM 263 was in the assassination context. I am
convineced it was why he was killed. In that day, under thosse
conditions, it was an extremely important directive. Hs would
hava heen re-elected on that platform.

‘
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Your story of vour visits to the Foster Dullez home is most
During this SHAFR Convention

valuzhle. H2 wazs a rezl character,

and voung man tried to give 2 paper on Dulles. There is no way hsa
could catch the £ull flavor of that man withsut knowing him

vou talk about hisz gout. Did vou know that brother Rllen had =2
elulk foot? Hs got over it rather well aad played = fair came of
tonnis., He had a tennis ecourt in the backyard of his home in

GCaoprgetawn.

You ought +n have a special advertising circular made for the
Embassy Row set about your birds and Dulles. If you are ever
having any delivered in the Alexandria area yon'l! have to let me



tnow. Birds are not what they used to be.

I used *to have chickens that nesver Xnew z cags, naver knsn
prepared food: and could £ly. They wers huge znd were delightful.
You can't get that sort of thing today. Today I went to the
Blexandriz Farmers Market 3just to get thres dozen farm freczh
jumbo =2ggs. I can't get them anywhere else and I zzn not get goond
bird mezt anywhere, Dulles would know bow to find "Good Birds."
My wvisits to his home, or his bhrother's, were limited to

usiness; so T do not have the individual! masmorias you have.

Foster had a white nhone with no dizl, All he 2id
, say 2 few words, and the world wzsz st his hand. T
ussians in Russiz many times. Good phorne., Great

could never figure out zhout him is that in 1980 hs
‘n the Fasr B2 7 jeh with the
in that spsech he 14-9 *“n Thizpyg Tai-chak and
aa ware qremf'ﬁhristians and "‘%n szual of ths
?anﬂﬁprq of the Church." T have trouble belisving that he said
thzt or what hs meant by it. Som= guy.

The stews taken by JFK, and others, *to assure the live removal aof
the Diems are fairly well described in the Pantagon Parers: buk
they did not know the full dstails. Ye was to ba flown hy =2
chartared Rir France plane to Europsz

Bs for the missiles in Cuba. We never saw a single "MTISSILE" in
Cubza. We saw stacks of things covered by tarp that weres the gize
of mis=iles; but we never saw them without the tarp. I had a good
friend who was the pilot of =z Navy RCN zircraf: that used to
shoot acrosz that "missile" site st veryv low altitudes with =
specizal! camera that had itz shutter open 21l the tims and tha
speed of the film movament was matchad to the zpeed of the plans
This gave sxtremely ¢lear pictures.

Mone of their pictures, and anone of

rezl missilse., 211 they saw was tha t

with - ) that "Missile Crigi

overlaogked 4} thet ws hzd naval

that znd thzt w= Tk 4

s o = n r -4 ‘. Ty * 3 L.
tald Cubz would have heen done in #n meur oo
two. move to remeve ths tzrps, we would have
attac S sv wa3z a bluff: we had them in our
sichts

I happened to be the person sent by the J2S to speak with Qezn
Bdams znd the Admiral in Norfolk that evening. T was totally up
to dats, and T know that *hey were ready and abl JFE knesw he
did not have to attzck.,

ength ot tn use foree when fores wids net nesdsd.
bz and he kad deglazrad that hs would not in
hi thzt cztused the bhig bovs to decide that
2 force,. . witness this Gulf scerparip,

He did not
Vietnam. T+ is
he had o gqo. T

Ta the Tonkin Gulf, the situation was 2 respprszz *p provecatiorn.
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1 that in the summer of 1962 JFX had asked the JOS

You'll recal
for plans for covert attacks on the North., When they wers done my

1

boss took them to Adm Pelt in Honoluln. They were nevsr used by
JF®; but he held them ready. Then when LBJ hecame Pragident thess=
game »lans, Ynown as 0P-34 were taken out znd with NSAM 288 of
Mzr 1864 they werse uged. This moant that 7S forces sunporting
Vistnamases foreces were running sheak at*acks on the Visiminh
After one of thess attacks the MNorth Vieinamese raspondad,

L3237 said tha Morth droveked the zttack, over-looking the first

strike by our meonle and the Tonkin Incidernt fallowad., It was =211
a covert powyerplay that had bsen planned for 2 long time. It may
eil be that the US Navy wessels were naver actusliy hit,

¥You're eorract about Tad Szulc. Ye always vlaysd the party line,

Now I am going back to vour 5/23 letter. In this you sa7

somethirg about the "Secand Sirike" af tha Bav pf Pigs apsiration.

Lat's revisawy ths biddirng.

First of a1l the "Letter to the President" June 13, 1961, by Gen

Maxwell Taylor and the Speciz]l Study Group that reviewed the Bay

of Pigs on orders £rom JPK (Burke, Dulles, and Bobby) iz tha key

to the facts of the case. It is available at the JIFK Library. It
iz also availahls, warkzstim, in zn 2xcellent book, “"2ZAPATA"Y.

JFZ did net aporove tha landing of the Brigade on the hsaches of

Cuba until mid-zfternnon nf Sundav the dav heforse ths landing. At

the same time he ordesrad that there he 2 B-2f homhing striks
against ths last thres "ﬂﬂHft~?5?€” ziroraft Castro had.

loocking at U-2 pholobgravhs “hzi showed whers ther

B-26"s wers at Pusrtoe Czhazas, N1c1rach=. Ther would :

to strils thess planes at dazwn, Mondzy 2t the same time the
troops ware landing far to the north, This was 211 appraovad on

that Sunday PM and zll the commanders knew their orders. My

friend was at Puerto Czbezzs and he called me on the phone at my
home that nicht. That second strike on three smsll aircrazft on
the ground wonld ke a finch. His men wers ready.

cording to Gen Tayleor, MocGeorge Rundy called Gen
#2 man (Dulles was out of the country) and told
Tigkt would mot ha £loun ha
o Rusk. Tn ths uncerizi
i ARiFEs =a 1= -
~ollanse af ths plan bscaus
hot down the slower B-26's
reaspn purs znd simple
The ides of s s2cond wave of airoraft iz 4 Ths damzge
was done at dawn when those j=ts took off and sank ths Brigade's
supply shkips. Tt would have done no good just to fly over there.
The damage had zlready bhaen dons 2nd it w7as irrevocable
The peoplzs who talk zhout =z gn't uvsaing their
heads, What could it havye 4 eady destroyed
and 16 2-263 cgone? That's = vataran kney
The mistaks was by Bundy. T as vou ¢ T
nzither Tavlor nor Burka..,! aid 3 wn
the "Sacond Strike" Fooldsh: hy tha £
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we did

If von want tn Enow whvy. with
not defazt Ho veu ovght E

£ vEul an- "Pi st
to Pight" by Ganaral Vigtor B. X st

riulak, He ~hapt=ar in th
book which more than zny I hzve ever seen = t=1ls the sad
story of Vietnam. In assence Averill Harr LBJ turned deown
a2 plan to attack with tha comment "Do you waat to get us in a
nuclear war?" Rrulak packed up his War Plan and knew the game was
lost, You must rasd that magnificent and s=nsible book (on=2
thapter only) o see how imppriant that was.

The first men I reported tc in 1941 was Cant Creighton W. Abrams,
He was from my home town. T knew hiﬁ from 1941 until 1 retired in
1964, Under Patton ia Rurops he was the most krilliant comhzt
commander we had. Hes was Commandar of Patton's Lead...Third
Army...Brigade, When he went to Vietnam.he wanted to take Hanoi.
TBT would not lst him., "Do vou want tao nravoks nuclear war?" That
is what heat us in Vistnam.

We could have whipped Ho Chi Minh with conventional weapens: but
our leaders believed that Russiz weuld have retzlliated with the
nuclaar weapon and ignitsd a global disastsr.

You ask 2 great guestion...can we conguar an army bubt not the
p=0ple? Up to the tims of Napoleon that was pnssible. After that
armies hecame peopie's armies. Just think of the slaughter in the
Ukraine...of civiliang...in 1943-1944, Todayv ths army and the
people zre too much the game and the weznons ars too massive,
Just logk 2t the gulf war and how the psozla whs were non-
comhztant disd by the thouszads. And thzt is without the nuclear
waavan that is =2lwavs resadvy.

0 have forgotten Zs that "WAR"™ is, and must hs
terad, "last act™ of =2 nation,

mit it ar put it under contral L i
Thmusands can be killed, a2z in Xorea znd Viatnam: but that is nast
"WAR." Our leadership has not, and czn n

wvage "WAR" under the threat of ths suy

exists today.

Man will fight @], Ha has =z % an ! Jurv1v91...perhaps
hetter ¢ : i 1 is noL But a
On!yrwiIT _ _

Thiz is to THINK.

Thanks for vour geood lstters,

L. Fletoher Prouty




