¥DS:mfa:

i

phgun TS S oo

FMEMORANDUL . June 24, 1694

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

The Commuicsion

w1l11liam T, Coleman, Jr.,
v, David Slazvson

yuri Ivanovich Nosenko i .

The Commission has asked us to prepare & short

memorandum outlining in what respects the information
cbtained from Nosenko confirms or contradiets information .

we have

from other sources,

-

Nosenko's testimony to the FBI 1s the only 1hfdéaiQ3'

mation we have on what he knows about Lee Harvey Oswalds . &
{Commission Documents No, 434 and 451,) Perhaps more useful .
information could be gailned if we were to question Nosenko -.: i

directly, but it is unlikely, Nosenko told the representative. " -
of the PBI who Questioned him that he had given all the ..’ '
information on Oswald he possegsed. Co T e -

already
involve

exception, This exception 1s Nosenko's ctatement that Lee

lost of what Nosenko told the FBI confirms what we'
¥now from other sources and most of 1t does not -l
irportant facts, with one extrexcly significant -

Hacvey Cswald was never tralned or used os an agent of the .. .
Soviet Inlen for any purpose and thal rnc contact with him was’ =

made, atterpted or conteplated after he left the Sovieb: :xMiii = .
Union and returned to the Urnited States. llocerko's cpinion on=-- -

these points 1s especislly valuable because, according to his’
" own testimcny at lcast, his position with the KGB was such.. @ ..
that had there been any subversive relationship between the .. °
scviet Union and Oswald, he would have kuown about 1it. f

losenko's statement to the FBI confirms our infor-

mation from cother sources in the following respects:

hY

of 1959

1. fFricr to Cswald's arrival Iin Russia in the fall
he had no contzcts with agents of the Russian

government or ¢f the International Coumanist Party who vere

.in turn

ces

in contact with the Russian government. (Oar
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syndependent scurceol on this are extreugly vedl, NTUCVED.
ve simply ¢o nct have much information on this particulor
subject. |

2. iacn Cswald arrived in the Soviet Union he vad
traveling; cn a temporary tourist visa bub very culekly mace
known to the Russlan authorities that he gdesired to reczin
perranently in the USSR and wanted to become & roviet civliccn.
Pe made kacsn his intention to his Intourist puide at the

Hotel Pzrlin in Hoscow. This Intourist guide was a KGB
iAnformer. '

3., Oswvalé was advised through the Intourist inter-
preter that he would rot be permitted to remaln in Russia
permanently and that he would therefore have to leave that -
country when his temporary visa expired.

4. Upon learning that his request to remain in
Pussia permanently had been denled, Oswald slashed his wrist
{n his room at the Fotel Berlin in an apparent attempt to

comnit sulcide, was found by the Intourist interpreter when
he fatlled to appear for an appointment that evening, and was

e L ealy taron to & hbspital in Moscow for treatment., This

hospital was the Botkinskaya Hospital.

. Oowald was questioned by doctors at the hospital

“and told them that he attempted suicide because he was not

granted pernlssion to remain in Russle.

6. Csuald was assigned to 1315k probably because 1t
18 above avcraj;e for cleanliness and moGern fzcilitlics, and
would therefore create a good impression for hilm.

7. Cswald nppeared at the Soviet Embassy in Mexico

" city and asked for a Soviet re-entry visa.

8. icsenko was shown certaln portions of our file
cn Oswald, including a scetion vhich stated that Csweld
received a monthly subsidy from the Soviet Red Croos. on
geeing this ptaterzent, Hesenko commented that it is ncrmal
practice in the Soviet Union to cause the Red Crczs to male
payceats to enlgres and defectors in order to assist them to
"enjuy a better standard of living than erdlnary Scvict
citicens cnzared in sinllar cccupaticns,. (Y¥eeenno 21co szid

.+ khat the subsléy Oswald recelved wos probakly the minivnum
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given nnder vush circumctances. Tnis 18 news to us, 2lthough
it 18 not inccrsistent with other information we have.)

; 9. Cswald was in possession of a gun v5lch was used !
to shoot rablbits wmille he was living in Minsk (Ncsenko said
he learnca tnic upon reviewling Oswald's fille atfter the '
sgsassination ¢f Fresident Kennedy when, under the clrcun-
ctances, he took particular note of this fact,)

10. Thaere 1s no KOB or GRU training schcol in the
vicinity of liusk, . .

. 1. o1
11. All mail addressed to the Amcrican Embassy in e
Moscon, thercfore, also including Lee Harcvey Oswald's n2il so
addressed, 1s "reviewed” by the KGB in Xoscow, lMNesenko sald
that this is routinely done but he added that he personally .

had no part in the review of, or knowledge of such review,
of Oswalg's correspondence, .

12. Xo publicity appeared in the Soviel press or .-
Soviet radio regarding Oswald's arrlval or departure from th
Soviet Union or on his attempted sulcide, {(Our evidence on. .
this 1s sicply negative, that is, we have no evidence that .

thera was any such publicity.); T A

13, Cswald was regarded aa'a "poor‘worker' by hiii’frin
supcriors in the factory at lilnsk. .

v The {¢llcouing inforcation obteined from Nosenko 18 = --reso s
not available ©o us from any other source. As will be seen,
1t generally Cscs not add much to our knowledye about Oswald -
but rather surolies baskground Inforrmation on Soviet activities

_rclating to his residence in Russla, . :

1.  The KGB in Foscow, after analyzing Oswald through
varlous interviews snd confidential informants, determined
that Oswald »ac of no use to them and that he appearcd "some=-
vhat abrornal.” .

2, ‘The EGB did not know about Oswald's prior mili-
tary service and cven if they did, it vould have been of no
particular significance Lo them,

3. ‘hen the KGB was advised by same cther Minlstry
of the Soviet State that the decision had been made to permit

3.
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Oswald te stay in hacoiz anc Lol o0 8 to resic. o ldnsl,
it brought Osu2ld's file up o w-td .. tpaneferrct it to its
branch office in Lilnck., The covcl lctter forwarcing the
Ir1le to HMinsk, preparcd by onc of (lusenio's subordinztes,
briefly sumzarized Cswald's cate s -4 ingtructed the branch
office to take no astlon concernir; nim except to ”pa:sivaly"
opserve his activities tc make sure he was not an Assaelean
intelligence azent tesperacily cer-ant,  (Cswald did tell an
American friead once that on one o tuo occesions 1n Finsk he

had heard that the VD had inguired of neighbors or fcllow
workers about him.)

!

4, According o the routine of the KGB, the only
covarage of Orwald during his stay in Minsk would have con-
sisted of perlodic chesks at his place of exploymint, inculry
of nelghbors, other associates, and rcvicw of his matl,

5. Vthen the KGB was asked about Cowald's applica=-

tion for a re-entry visa made in Mexlco City, it recommended 3’.f‘i

that the application be deniled. i

.7 §. shortly efter the assassination, Fosenko wvas
called to his office for the purpose of determining whether. -
“his Department had any 1nformation concerning Oswald. Vhen

a search of the office records disclosed that information was =

avallable, telephone ccntact wvas imsediately made with the -
KGB branch office in Hinck, The branch office dictated a .
swrnary of the Oswald file to Foscow cver the telephone, This
swnsary inecluded a statcment tkat the niinsk KGB had ¢ndeavored
to "influence Oswald in the cight Gircction.” This statemend
greatly alarned the Feosodu office, copeelnlly in vicw of
thelr inatructions to Hingk that ro actlicn was to be %taken on
Osvald erxcept to "pacslvely otserve" his activities.
Accordingly, the complete Oswald file at Minsk was ordcred to
ta flown at once via rilitary &ivcralt to Moscow for examina-
tion. It turned out that all this stetement referred to was
that an uncle of FKarina Oswald, a 1ieutenant colonel in the
local rmilitia at Kinsk, had spproached Oswald and © voctted
that he not be tco eritical of the coviet Union when he
returned to the United States.

7. Marina Cswsid was cnce @ nember of Ionconol but
was dropped for ncnpayment of ¢uca, {iarinz teld theo JSoumise -
glon she was a member of Komgomol, Lat ghe has bcen 1acensis-
tent on why she wae dropped.)
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8. Tue BEinzk LGL 7 il on C5wald contained
ctatermenty fron fellovw hunters thot he was an extrencly poc:
<t and that 1t uas scsctinos nocescary for them to provicc
}‘ o ]

2

1n vwith game.

Q. After the 2ssasolnation, the Soviet government

-1cvided about 20 Fn-lich-cpeaking men'¥ho wers assirned tc

the immodlato vieinity of the Aneriecan Frmbassy in loscow to

csoare that no disrcopest vas shicwn by the Soviet citizcens
dnring this perlod.

10. Sorme othcr agency,  Just which agency Noscnko
says he does not knew, gubseguently decided that CGsuald would
be peramitted to stay in Russia, on Ats responsibility.
~ Nosenko speculates that this other agency was elther the

Soviet Red Cross or the Ministry of Forelgn Affalra. (This
" bit of information fits in cspecilally neatly with Oswald's
oxn statements that the Zoviet officials he met after his
suicide attempt were new to him, and 414 not secm to have
been told by his earlicr interrogators anythlng about him.)

The following information given by Hosenko tends to
contradict information which we have from other sourcesi

-7 1e Nosenko says that after Oswald was released
from the hespital vhere he was treated for an attempt to commit
sulcide, he was told agaia that he would have to leave the
Soviet Unfon and thereupon threatened to make a seeond attempt
to take hias own 1ife. Osweld's own diary of this time contains
no mention of a threat to malke a cecond attempt at sulcide or
of any post-hospitalizaticn statement by the Soviets that he
would still have to return to the United States, Of course,
~ Opwald's ouwn account ol theoe activities '3 not entitled to a
" high dcegree of credivilicy.

R 2. 1Mosenio says thot there are no Soviet regula-
£ions which would have prevented Cgwald from traveling from
Finsk to Moscow without obtaining first permicsion to do so.
Ve have information from the CIA and the State Departmant that
sush repulations exist, although they mre apparently rather
casily ~- and frequently -- violated. ‘

DICLASSIFIED /
LO. 11852, Sec. a!g)-

BN s 0 Y 1[257



