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Dear Erwin-Knoll,

"lio;nes and places of worship" are far from all the places te.r gas has been
used for . at ;Least 50 years. Union halls, places of work and business, infirmaries,

You name it.

I an the one who gave the official designation of “"magacre" to what Little
! ._ . .
Steel did Memorial Day 1837 in Chicago, to a large Zegre‘e with tear gas\ And we
published a considerable number of pictures of this.

So, glven the fact th.zt the use and casualties from the use were abundantly

‘;reported, vwhat, rationally, was there to "investigate?"

llaalistically, what are the ultemtives?
On arw level.
-Aside from the use of more :éadly means in an effort to restorc order.

Have you or any of your writers on this subject thouslfthrough what would most
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likely happen :l.f Israel‘were to just pull out of the Gaza Strlp?

Sincerely,.

W/m

Harold Weisberg

4lso in today's mail is the publioationbf the Wiesenthal Foundation. On the chance
you have not recently seen a map of the original Palestine mandate and of the
"secure borders" actuality, I enclose that page and what their people reported

‘after a trip in which they interviewed a number of Arabse
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Jetters to the Editor, the Progressive 6/13/88

‘Kathleen Hart's response to Hyman Richman's compéiint about her lack of
objectivity in her "Israel's Tear-Gas Offensive" article establishes the prejudice
with which she begins. If there is. any onc thing that is true of the "mainstream
U.S. news media" it is that reporting from the holgt land for the past six months
has been greatly out of_ proportion, has lacked balance and perspective and has been
angled to favor Arab&fre‘stc)s

Terrible as those tragedies are, they are nothing at all compared to the
relentless slaughter of Mﬁslims by Muslims. Dur:'.ng one six~day period coinciding with
the appesrance of her art:.ci.e more Arabs were killed by Arabs in one small part of

W~
“ebanon thak were.killed inithe (Gaza Strip and the West Bank and for a slightly longer
A wabiinn / M

period of & J, slaughters(were well into six figures, with an incalculabl? large
Ain~ .

nutber of casualtiés. ‘Without any attention by the Progfessive, the Naytion and

othsr smaller publicat:.ons.

\that was there, i;;l;t'gvv;rdi: E;; t;lo mé.jor méc;j:; ’;Tfo‘investigate" abou‘b
fhe use "of tear gas in homes and places of worshig@ It was reported but there was
nothing new to investigate. I was part of a Senate investigation of such misuses here
in the United btates 50 years ago.ﬁlﬁ‘g%clf was reported superabundantly by all
the major media, especially V. That, hogver, fails to satisi% those who begin
with biases.

Whatever one may think of the continuing state of war against Iprael by virtually
the entire Muslim world, after 40 years,. srael does have the obligation to try to
maintain order and tranquihtyﬁGa\a(;d the West Bank, und horrible as the consequenses
of tear gas can be, all alternatives are much vorse, much more dea’cpily_‘b Those arabs not
rioting against Israel are entitled to whetuver protection Igrael can‘provide, e v

Hart's lack of balance and perspective typifies the editorial policies of pro-
gressive publications on this complicated and deeply disturbing tragedy, on what led

to md perpetuates it and on how, if at all, it can be settled peacefully.

HAROLD ¥EISBERG
7627 OLD RECEIVER RD,
FREDERICK, MO 21701
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