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the conviction , of 'Mitchell 
Miller of Macon, Ga., for op-
erating an illegal whisky 
still and other offenses. Evi-
dence seized from Miller's 
bank accounts had- been or-
dered stippressed by the 
Fifth U.S. Circuit Court of 

Powell said checks, de- '‘ 
posit slips and other rec-
ords, ,  which banks must' re-
tain under the 1970 Bank Se- 
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By John P. 1', acKenzie 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Rejecting claims by cit-
izens that their priyacy 
was invaded or that they 
were compelled, to incri-
minate themselves, the 
Supreme Court strength-
ened the, hand of law en-
forcement officers itt ma-
jor decisions yesterday. -1  

In three cases, the court 
• Ruled, 7 to 2, that indi-

viduals have no right to 
government still: 

poenas of their bank records 
because the records belong 
to the bank and customers 
have "no legitimate expecta-
tion of privacy" in bank 
transactions. 

• Held, 7 to 1, that crimi-
nal investigators for the In-
ternal Revenue Service are 
not required to advise tax-
payers before questioning 
them of their rights to be si-
lent and to have a lawyer. 

• Decided, 8 to 0, that tar-
gets of federal criminal in-
vestigations cannot escape 
subpoenas for their finan-
cial records by turning them 
over to their lawyers. 

The decision in the bank 
subpoena case, in addition 
to making clear that custom-
ers are not entitled to pri-
vacy in their dealings, said 
neither banks nor federal 
agents are required to in-
form customers when rec-
ords of their transactions 
have*'■oteeri-Lsetzed 'er.,--40tr2z-
spected.  

Failure to notifythe cus 
tomer is "a Wile Withbut 
legal consequences," Justice 
Lewis F. Powell Jr. said for 
the court, "however unat-
tractive it may be.' 
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