
aerold Weisberg 
'Rt. 8, Yeederlek, hd. 21701 
1/22/75 

Editor, kiew York Tines: 
S. Barrett Peettynan, jr., has 2('-ZO hindsight on the first Amendeent in his op !ei article of January 22. 
1t earlier record nede the right to slander within they United States a right of the CIA. So that we might survive as a nation, no less. 
In the suit brought Against a CIA operative in 1968 Prettyman teamed with Paul R. Connally, pertner in the Edward Benneet Wiliians law firm, to immunlao CIA operatives from slander uttered "in the lino of duty," in the words of the court deeielon (uphold by the Supreme Court April 19, 1971). 
Contemporaneoun reporting in pertinent today because of the encouragement to illicit and turd-Constitutional CIA acts: 
"The CIA's leuunity defense raised controversy over the uglency'a proper domestio role..." And the circuit court found the slander "legitimate measures to protect the secrecy ofAmerica'a foreign intelligence sources..." 
What was eel/ed *national security" was served by the nlander of an Letonian emigre, "a lecturer on the evils of Communism" by calling him a Soviet sgeat. 

And1=ga the United States this then became "legitimate measures to protect the secrecy of America's foreign intelligence aources...* 
Menke to nr. rettynen and 	Coelally the CIA was enceuraged in acts that are subversive of fundamental rights and are a step toward the police state. 
l'or "national security," of course. 

Sincerely, 

Uarold 4eleberg 

(;,,iuotea from Wee:lir:44ton. teat 6/7/69.4/20/71. If your morgue has ocher stories, I'd appreciate copies, thanks.) 
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