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DECEMBER 9, 1974 
PLEASE CREDIT 

ZODIAC 	(ZNS) 	ASSASSINATION RESEARCHER HAROLD WEISBERG STATES THAT 
FOR ITEMS USED 

SENATOR RICHARD RUSSELL -- ONE OF THE SEVEN MEMBERS OF THE WARREN 

COMMISSION -- ALWAYS BELIEVED THERE WAS A CONSPIRACY BEHIND THE MURDER OF 

PRESIDENT JOHN KENNEDY. 

WEISBERG, IN HIS LATEST BOOK WHITEWASH IV,  REPORTS HE HELD A SERIES 

OF DISCUSSIONS WITH SENATOR RUSSELL SHORTLY BEFORE THE SENATOR DIED IN 1970 

AT THAT TIME, ACCORDING TO WEISBERG, RUSSELL STATED HE BELIEVED 

THAT MORE THAN ONE ASSASSIN WAS INVOLVED IN J.F.K.'S MURDER. 

WEISBERG QUOTES RUSSELL AS SAYING THAT HE HAD APPEALED TO CHIEF 

JUSTICE WARREN, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSION, TO INCLUDE IN THE COMMISSION'S 

FINAL REPORT (QUOTE) "A LITTLE FOOTNOTE" SAYING THAT SENATOR RUSSELL 

DISAGREED WITH THE "LONE ASSASSIN" CONCLUSION. 

WARREN, ACCORDING TO WEISBERG'S ACCOUNT, REFUSED TO DO SO. WEISBERG 

ADDS THAT SENATOR RUSSELL, IN AN EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 

IN SEPTEMBER OF 1964, VOICED HIS THOUGHTS ABOUT THE POSSIBLE CONSPIRACY, 

BEIIEVINA THAT THE TRANSCRIPTS OF THAT MEETING WOULD DEMONSTRATE TO HISTORY 

THAIHE SUSPECTED CONSPIRATORS WERE BEHIND THE ASSASSINATION. 

HOWEVER, RUSSELL WAS LATER SHOWN A COPY OF THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE 

SEPTEMBER MEETING AND, ACCORDING TO WEISBERG, FOUND THAT THE TRANSCRIPT 

HAD BEEN CHANGED. THE TRANSCRIPT HAD BEEN ALTERED, WEISBERG STATES, TO 

DELETE ALL OF RUSSELL'S REMARKS ABOUT A POSSIBLE CONSPIRACY. 

ACCORDING TO WEISBERG, WHEN SENATOR RUSSELL LEARNED OF THIS ALLEGED 

ALTERATION, HE SEVERED HIS LONG PERSONAL FRIENDSHIP 	WITH LYNDON JOHNSON 

AND RESIGNED FROM THE SENATE MILITARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE IN PROTEST -- ZODIAC  

** 

(MORE) 



ZODIAC 
News Service 950 Howard Street, San Francisco, California 94103 (4151 956-3555 

December 6, 1974 

Dear Harold: 

Enclosed is a story we did for the 9th from your 
book Whitewash N. 

I tried to call you several times today with a few 
minor questions. Since I douldn't reach you, I 
just went ahead with the story. 

I hope you find it reasonably accurate and a good 
condensation of what Senator Russell told you. 

1111 call you sometime this coming week (but not 
Monday, because they're too busy). Maybe I'll call 
Tuesday. 

Best, 

ion Newhall 



12/9/74 

Dear Jon, 

Your intter of thu 6th retorto you've had trouble roaching 	says you nay cola tomorrow, I'll bo away until evening toncrror, so this hasty riot in response and connont on your reloese for today. 
In spirit it is faithful and accurate. It minor detail is ban inaccuracies that do not address the substance. Bxamplas there sever really was a trannoriprt of the sesaion eat which Russell was conned. NY giving bin the fake transcript and voting a farther check for hie, on the posatbility that both the fain, and a real tranucTipt exist d, in what reached hia fully. He was nhockod enough at the fake. He dida t know alout either the fake or the nonnexistence until ny contact with him. 
Tho other vas of hie doubt wau ballistics. Re did not believe one man was capable: of that shooting with that rifle and he was, of course, correct. 
Oa calling me, thin ins the tine of the year I can give you a schedule that can save you money. 

Our only regular income is Ay wife' a. She works two days a week moot of tht yoar, full days five days as weok et the Block office she aana Mea frog: thud first of the yuurs until April 16. For the !.'env ronaining weeks of thin year abet,   will answor the phone if I amlialhome tialtaig=titzlittittpIZZatUttgEXXXXXX except during normal working hours on Fridays and lortna;:,  the 16th. Who work the other Mondays and iu scheduled to work oath Friday.) however, boginnIng Can firnt of the year, • 	Q y taat oho will nnatnr in ny abtoace io weakenda. Infrequently I an allay cringe ant oho is not. So, during the normal wonting day her:, banxintaitt tnn firnt, it le anfll to cake a ntation call. Her bourn vary with the volunt or nork, but I'z gonorally boas by 9:30 a.m. during the tax StA2017. I can be delayed ovoniage if her relief has not COQ, OU tine or abs has a client tith whoa sho hat ban to cork overtino. 
As I've already indicated, the station rerotion to your first story was fantastic. While it translated into very few sales, I nometheleso welcoso it because it provides an opeortunity for reaching people if not for paying the printer ana with all taellaiaormw. tion that is reaching them I believe it is important for these to be spoken to =tumidly. The frightening reality iv that responsible people have no way of eaucrininatiog. 
Among tke conaugnencon of nal the Irrational tozrhngu thtt 4u tlao oc traiting, &aide :fon 	 .e4opil,, is the inevitability tnut no aatttr how chuckini; the truth is it is pale by 000puri.lonzzl aahoudod. 
When that crop passes thrcogh a sophioticated editor's roads, a couple or timed be automatically throws everything on the oubjoct in the wastebasket. Thor it in entirely tonatnrial if a Skolnick or the entire Boston ca work for the spooku for pay or not. a°body con do spook work wore effectively. 

aiain thaukk and in give ay nunhor a you titan 4'.  will do away goo‘ for any of your clinuta to plunks. 

Meanwhile, please if there in a next tiro do not forgot the "where" of those troditional 5 "Y e" so 'wogs can ord"r the book. All the straight Ae. stations arn doing that and sPrim..: thA price, which accounto for moot salsa to date ane. eliainates letter,-writing for the audience wad for se. I get cheeks and a note and I send books out and. it is done. 

Hunt rcgarde, 


