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this trend. but even so, the average etfiliate nill devotes_
.over §1 per- ‘cent .of his schedule to network programs.
h . ‘This wouldn’t bs so dad if the stations really. exercised
. firofessional:ourtialiam fraternity, Mr, Whitehead, 'out some vesponsibility. for the programs and commercials
“Mged proposed ¢hanges in Governmeht policy. The spcech " that come down the network pipe. But all that many af-
Siderablefuror in' broadcasting circles. In . . . filigtes do i filp the switch In the control:room to 'n
4}1& interest bf giving the public.a chance to become fu!ly . o:work," throw' the “switch” in the ‘mallroom to forward
' ‘with the text, We reprint it below,, © * . "Viewer complaints fa ‘the network; sit, back’ md enjoy :
.tm. Sl diiring ‘the holldays, . we in' ingtop . the frults of'a very profitable business, . e
thlixkinx aheld to. 1873; among " other’ things. A Pleaee don't mlsunderstand me when J stress the need :
ug testlmony before Conxresﬁonal com-  for more local responsibillty. T'm aot talkmg about locally:“ -
mi For my .part, I am' particularly. concerned , produced programs, important though they are. I'm talk- -,
] t testimony :on broadcast license renewal legislation. - ing:nbw’ about licensee .responq;bxllty for all pmgremlng. i
‘Broadcasters are making'a determisiéd push for some . lncluding the programs t.hat [come trom'the notwo
reasonable  measure. of license. renewal security.. Righ : nbillty is the keystohe'
g ! living over a trap door:the Federal Com:: ° ¢ erating urider ithe

Commission can-.spring “at: the“drop'of ‘a essive’ A
or ‘other: renewal challenge; That
‘i, and, conmdeﬁng all the fuss -

¥ White rector tho “White "Hotise
Tclecommunicot ns Pohcy Iu a recent apeech
n umapolls ‘chapter’ of Slxmd ‘Delta  Chi, "the .
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- Doctrine is a ‘mess;. Detmled and frequent “eourt
decisions andFCC- supervision ‘ot btoad Asters! jornal
istic judgment arg’ unsatisfactory,; eving t.h
“First. Amendment’ goal for : ;
shown signs of making’ 1mpmvements in - what has becom.
. a-chaotic scheme Pf Fairness D« trm forcement. Thes
" imiprovéments are needed. But t f
-dpproach,. for all’ fts: problems, wa s 3
1being wnll ’remain 8 necesslty,' a]belt an unfortunat
- cessnty So. whlle our long-range goal should be's bro
‘ c;ast medin structure just as free of’ Govemment‘ intrusion,
; just as. competxtlve. just’ asgrd.iverse ‘a$-the print ‘media
 there are three- harsh realit )

igg thé puckrto make 4 buck 'is re-
steady increase in the amount of network :-
Affiliates between 1960 and- 1 70
\;-ane Tlme Access Rule to rev
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lemerits of his mmunitj("g.thq
..iwqy by chgo.’rhe tlﬁ !

. dities,’ includlng the 15 statiom owxied by\ {
. ’,anetvvorks and the stauolgg that are owned by |
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" to do away with the Falmess Doctrine In the short rum,

- First, there is a scarcity of broadcasting outlets. Sec-

o ond, thore is a substantial concentration of economic and..
. social power in the networks and their affillated TV sta-

tions. Third, there is a tendency for broadcasters and

. the networks to be self-indulgent and myopic in viewing
" :the First Amendment as protecting only their rights as

speakers. They forget that its primary purpose is to as-
- sure a free flow and wide range of information to the
public. So we have license renewal requirements-and the .
: Fairness Doctrine as added requitéments—to- make sure !
that the networks and stations don't ignore the neéds of

- those 200 million people sitting out there dependent: on'rv P

But this, doesn’t mean that we can forget about - the”
“broader mandates of the First Amendment, as it'applies-
-to broadcasting. We ought to begin, where we can, 1o
change the Communications: Act to fit. the First Amen
ment That hag always' been and’ continues to'be' the
"aim and initent of this Administration. We've
‘a start and we've got to do it now. :
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