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- Htlarification " of. -*. ‘and
gﬁxanges in” the. resolutmns
nditions.
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-.By Johi Cai_'mody

Channel 26 (WETA) is.

threatening to turn down a
" major $800,000 federal grant

-+ to produce -a new public af.. .-

‘fairs series for national pub-
lic TV next season because
it fears the Corporation:for
Public Broadcasting wants

. “censorship authority over

the conduct of the 28 pro-
.posed shows. .. .
WETA. is objecting to

“conditions” contained in a -
‘at ' a

resolution passed
March 7 CPB board meeting

authorizing funds for the :
still-undefined series that -

would deal with current is-
sues. The language of the
resolution has sent a shiver
through the publie TV in-
dustry, which hag already

'WETA. From BI

A) notified the  CIB
that it - wants

Y

' -president,. said that -unless
v “there 1s elimimtion of any
thought. of. program control
as written in the CPB board
minutes, it- would not be
. possible to go: ahead with
the senes" [

number of public afféirs se-

ries approved by the corpo--

ration for the upcoming sea-
Although two other public -
affairs shows were funded-
at the March CPB meeting,-
only WETA had. special con--
“ditions-attached to its grant.-
The -exact language was:
“Although (CPB) ' manage-

. ‘ment " has ‘held . preliminary .
. discussions with. WETA and
.this series, promises to ‘af-

“ford balanced and  objective,

"in-depth analyses ‘of major

‘current issues and programs
‘of enduring value ... the
board instracts management
to work closely with WETA
management in. the develop-
ment of more . detailed in-
formation regarding . pro-

-seen a sharp decllne in the ' grams within this serles, .

GWETA is - the parent
body.for Channel 26 and for -
the National Public. Affairs
Center for Television
-(NPACT) which would prod-
uce the series here. = . . .

-Taverner stressed that the ing o,

“As management deter-

mines the information de. .

veloped is sufficient prom-

ise_of programs. that .meet . ...

thede - criteria, management

is nu:thorlzed to release .
..foracmalprodp’.‘i‘

tunds .
uction.”
The key

to public broadcgsting,
“balance

sources,’ is''the  “]
and objective of

phrase, the “eriteria” which:
;-the CPB would presumably

" use in judging whether the '\
shows should be m‘oduced'

or broadcast. - .-
Yesterday, the 3o-member

board ‘of the Greater Wash-

ington Educational Telecom-.

munications Association »

See WETA, B¢ Col. 1

GWETA board ac'on
““peither-angry nor volat.ile" !
and added that® “we’d like’ ;
* very much to ‘do the project -
—but we'll have no-over-the-
\shoulder producti
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