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herniating 'group represent-
ing the nation's 147 public TV 
licensees --who presently -an-
tral the Publie-  B;'paSdca  

-Service netwrsk. • 	' 
The board ehairinan had , as-

sured member of the licenSee 
j ! negotiating" tealn - es last as 

the previous Thursday night 
that a majority of his board 
viould support the effort at a 

y compromise. 	, 
The vote Friday to "defer 

action" on the recormenda-
'lions was seen as a direct slap 
"it Curtis. 

It followed an intense, 413 
hour telephone campaign by 
White ouse staff members—
reportedly including ,Clay T. 
Whitehead, director of the Of-
fice of Telecommunications 
policy, and Patrick J. Bu-
chan special assistant to the 
President—to members of the 
Presidentially appointed CPB
board urging the rejection. 

The negotiators worked out 
a compromise favorable to the 
licensees over a "censorship" 
plan that would give each side 
the right to contest a given 
program  for the "fairness and 
balance" of its content. Each 
side would have

oring 
 had a,34nam- 

ber monit 	te4,,,, 
4 to 2 vole' would arn,, bat*" 
necessary to kill a contested 
program 

nder ,the terms of the 
promise, the local broad-

casters would have remained 
in control of scheduling on 
PBS; CPB wpuld have had 
final say on how federal 
funds were spent for program- 

ming; and the licensees, in 
turn,- would have had access 
to the network for programs 
privately funded.  

This list compromise point 
referred , to an estimated $15 
million '1 which the Ford 
Foundation is currently "hold- 

g" foi •PBS,Pord, ' in the 
past has resignated much of 
its aid for public affairs 
shows. 	\ 

It has withheld a decision 
this year, however, pending 
resolution of the fight in favor 
of PBS. 	- 	, 

The Pub b lie Mvadcasting 
Service net-work is now under 
the nominal control of the 
licensee's who run the nation's 
234 public TV stations. 

Last fall, when the Nixon 
administration gained a ma-
jority on the 15-member borax!, 
the CPB moved to take over 
complete control of the net-
work, which the administra-
tion and congressional 'critics 
had long complained was 
oriented toward, controversial 
and "unbalanced" publie 
fairs " programming- • 

The licensee group fought 
back tinder a new leadership 
headed by Dallas industrialist 
Ralph Rogers, board chairman 
of Station ZETA there. Re 
witted the other leaders of the 
"lay boards who control the 
local stations with the licensee 
group to form a new negotlst,  
ing power, itself called ','Pnb-
lic Broadcasting Service."  

The "Rogers Group" agreed 
to dicker with a 3-man sub-
committee appointed by the 
CM, board which included 
Dr. James Killian of Cam- 
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