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H
arry T

hornton, C
hattanooga' 

television personality w
ho w

as 
sent to jail T

uesday for refus 7  
in

g
 to

 rev
eal a n

ew
s so

u
rce; 

sa
ys 

h
e m

ay
 h

av
e step

p
ed

 
o
n
 th

e to
es o

f "so
m

e little 
tin gods" w

ho contributed to 
legal action against him

. 
T

hornton w
as found in con-

tem
p
t o

f co
u
rt b

y
 C

rim
in

al 
C

o
u
rt Ju

d
g
e T

illm
an

 G
ran

t 
fo

r refu
sin

g
 to

 d
iv

u
lg

e th
e` 

n
am

e o
f a telep

h
o
n
e caller 

*
 
*
 
*
 

w
hose rem

arks w
ere aired on 

T
hornton's show

 N
ov. 22. 

T
H

E
 C

A
L

L
E

R
, w

ho identi-
fied him

self only as a m
em

ber 
of the H

am
ilton C

ounty G
rand 

Jury, referred to an investiga-
tio

n
 o

f fo
rm

e
r C

ity
 C

o
 

Judge B
ennie H

arris and s d 
in response to a question fro 
T

h
o
rn

to
n
 th

a
t it w

a
s 

w
hitew

ash. 
G

rant ordered ,T
hronton 

h
is co

u
rt T

u
esd

ay
 to

 sh
o
t 

w
h
y
 h

e sh
o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e h
eld

 
*
 *

 *
 

in
 co

n
tem

p
t fo

r refu
sin

g
 to

 W
G

O
W

 in
 C

h
attan

o
o
g
a. "A

n
d
 

g
iv

e th
e caller's n

am
e last I th

in
k
 m

o
st o

f th
e p

eo
p
le 

w
eek

 to
 eith

er th
e g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 h

av
e a p

retty
 g

o
o
d
 id

ea." 
or Judge G

rant. 	
, "W

e d
o
 h

av
e so

m
e little 

T
h
o
rn

to
n
's atto

rn
ey

, Jerry
 ' tin

 g
o
d
s in

 th
is co

u
n
ty

 an
d
 

th
is c

ity
 w

h
o
 re

se
n
t a

n
y
 

criticism
," T

hornton s a i d . 
"T

h
ey

 feel th
at th

ey
 are ap

-
parently above that, and w

hen 
you step on their toes a little 
b
it, th

ey
 fin

d
 w

ay
s to

 strik
e 

back." 
"Y

ou can call them
 fat cats, 

or little tin gods, or w
hatever 

y
o
u
 w

an
t to

 call th
em

; th
e 

term
 fits," T

hornton said. 
ab

o
u
t th

ree h
o
u
rs latA

r o
n
 	

D
O

 
Y

O
U

 F
E

E
L

 th
at th

is 
an

 
	

W
hy you are in the shape 

an order from
 Judge C

hariest" -
  

G
alb

reath
 o

f th
e T

en
n
essee Y

o
u
 are in

 n
o
w

?" T
h
o
rn

to
n
 

C
o
u
rt o

f C
rim

in
al A

p
p
eals in

 w
as ask

ed
. 

N
ashville. 	

"I th
in

k
 th

a
t th

is w
a
s a

 
contributory factor," T

hornton 
T

h
o
rn

to
n
, w

h
o
 caim

ed
 p

ro
- rep

lied
. "T

h
e g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 is 

tectio
n
 as a n

ew
sm

an
 u

n
d
er a fin

e b
u
n
ch

 o
f p

eo
p
le. T

h
ey

 
the F

irst A
m

endm
ent, sought treated m

e w
ith courtesy and 

to
 sh

o
w

 th
at th

e actio
n
 ag

ain
st all resp

ect. I h
av

e n
o
 co

in
-

; h
im

 w
as in

stig
ated

 b
y
 D

ist. p
lain

t ag
ain

st th
em

. T
h
ey

 are 
A

tty
. E

d
 „D

av
is, w

h
o
 acted

 
 

as p
ro

secu
to

r at th
e T

u
esd

ay
 d

o
in

g
 w

h
at th

ey
 co

n
sid

er to
 

 
hearing. 	

' 	
b
e th

eir d
u
ty

. B
u
t I still feel 

th
ere are ex

ten
u
atin

g
 cir- 

D
av

is h
as d

en
ied

 h
e h

ad
 

anything to do w
ith T

hornton 
being called before the grand 
jury and, later, before Judge 
G

rant. 
"M

Y
 A

T
T

O
R

N
E

Y
 an

d
 I 

both feel that w
e know

 w
here 

it is com
ing from

," T
hornton 

sa
id

 in
 a

 ta
p
e
d
 in

te
rv

ie
w

 ' 
yesterday w

ith R
ick U

pshaw
, 

new
s director of radio station 

S
A

N
D

E
R

S
 H

A
D

 said before ; 
T

h
o
rn

to
n
's h

earin
g
 th

at h
e 

issu
ed

 th
e su

b
p
o
en

a f o
 r 

T
h
o
rn

to
n
's g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 ap

-
pearance on instructions from

 
Judge G

rant. 
G

rant, asked if he ordered 
th

e su
b
p
o
en

a at th
e req

u
est 

of the grand jury, the district 
attorney or on his ow

n. refus-
ed. to com

m
ent. 

T
hornton said he w

ould fight ; 
G

ran
t' co

n
tem

p
t ru

lin
g
 "to

 
the very top rung." 

"IF IT
 M

E
A

N
S the Suprem

e 
C

o
u
rt in

 th
e en

d
, th

en
 th

at's 
w

h
ere w

e w
ill try

 to
 g

o
," 

he said. 
T

h
o
rn

to
n
 is co

h
o
st o

f th
e 

M
orning S

how
 on W

D
E

F
-T

V
 

(C
h
an

n
el 1

2
), a d

aily
 talk

 
sh

o
w

 o
fte

n
 n

o
te

d
 f o

 r 
d
iscu

ssio
n
 o

f co
n
tro

v
ersial 

issues. 
W

illia
m

 M
. D

u
n
a
w

a
y
, 

general m
anager of W

D
E

F
-

T
y, said the station supports 

T
hornton's right-to protect the , 

identity of a new
s source. 	

, 
"I D

E
F

E
N

D
 th

e rig
h
t o

f 
1
  

M
r. H

arry
 T

h
o
rn

to
n
 —

 an
d
 ! 

-- 
all broadcasters 	

to
 rep

o
rt -f 

th
e facts as th

ey
 see th

em
," I 

D
u
n
aw

ay
 said

. "W
e fu

rth
er 

support M
r. T

hornton's right 
to

 stan
d
 b

y
 h

is co
n
v
ictio

n
s, 

as a p
ro

fessio
n
al b

ro
ad

caster, / 
in

 refu
sin

g
 to

 su
rren

d
er th

e 
N 

n
am

e o
f h

is n
ew

s so
u
rce to

 
the grand jury. 

S
u
m

m
e
rs, so

u
g
h
t to

 c
a
ll 

w
itn

esses T
u
esd

ay
 w

h
o
 s e 

testim
ony he said w

ould show
 

th
e su

m
m

o
n
s th

at b
ro

u
g
h
t 

T
h
o
rn

to
n
 b

efo
re th

e g
ran

d
 

ju
ry

 w
as n

o
t req

u
ested

 b
y
 

that panel. 

G
R

A
N

T
 O

R
D

E
R

E
D

 
T

hornton to jail until he decid-
ed to reveal the caller's nam

e, 
-

b
u
t T

h
o
rn

to
n
 w

as released
 

cu
m

stan
ces th

at I w
ish

 w
e 

could have had an opportunity 
to have brought out in court 
yesterday (T

uesday), because 
w

e w
ere prepared to do so-" 

G
rant denied S

um
m

ers per-
m

ission to call five w
itnesses, 

including M
. C

. G
ross, grand 

jury chairm
an, and C

rim
inal 

C
ourt C

lerk C
lyde M

. S
aun-

ders. 
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