
p
a
 fv)  ?

iv
 

	
M

E
D

IA
 

	

itehead: P
roposal W

on't L
ead to C

ensorship 
B

y T
om

 A
des 

.-A
d

m
in

istratio
n

 sp
o
k

es-
M

an C
lay T

. W
hitehead yes-.  

ierd
ay

 d
en

ied
 th

at h
is p

ro
-

posed new
 broadcast legisla-

tio
n
 co

u
ld

 lead
 to

 g
o
v
ern

-
p
e
n
t c

e
n
so

rsh
ip

 o
f th

e
 

new
s. 

A
n
sw

erin
g
' a ch

arg
e. b

y
 

S
en

. V
an

ce H
artk

e 
W

h
iteh

ead
 said

 o
n
 a C

B
S

 
m

o
rn

in
g
 n

ew
s p

ro
g
ram

 th
at 

"O
u
r in

ten
t' is 1

0
0
 p

er cen
t 

to
 th

e co
n
trary

 ... W
h
at w

e 
w

an
t is to

 h
av

e th
e b

ro
ad

- 
taster b

e a v
ery

 in
d
ep

en
d
-

e
n
t m

a
n
, a

 le
a
d
e
r in

 h
is 

co
m

m
u
n
ity

 w
h
o
 ex

ercises 
resp

o
n
sib

ility
 fo

r w
h
at h

e 
show

s to his com
m

unity." 
W

hithead, ,director of the 
O

ffice o
f T

eleco
m

m
u

n
ica-

tio
n
s P

o
licy

, an
n
o
u
n
ced

 h
is 

`P
ro

p
o
sed

 leg
islatio

n
 in

 a 
speech M

onday' in IndianaP
-

pH
s. 
B

ro
ad

casters ex
p
ressed

 
co

n
cern

 o
v
er •a stip

u
latio

n
  

th
at lo

cal statio
n
s b

e h
eld

 
acco

u
n
tab

le fo
r th

e co
n
ten

t 
o
f n

etw
o
rk

 n
ew

scasts th
ey

 
telev

ise an
d
 th

at th
is b

e a 
fa

c
to

r in
 th

e
 re

n
e
w

a
l o

f 
their licenses by the F

ederal 
C

o
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
s C

o
n

u
n

is-
sion. 

W
hitehead said yesterday 

h
is b

ill w
o

u
ld

 free b
ro

ad
-

casters f r o
 in

 b
o

th
erso

m
e 

red ta
p
e an

d
 p

ap
er w

o
rk

. It 
increases the tim

e span of.'a 
statio

n
's licen

se fro
m

 th
ree' 

years to five. 
In

 h
is sp

eech
, W

h
iteh

ead
 

used the phrase "ideological 
plugola" to describe w

hat he 
considered partisan opinions 
b
ro

ad
cast b

y
 th

e n
etw

o
rk

s 
as n

ew
s. C

B
S

 rep
o
rter N

el- 

so
n
 B

en
to

n
 p

ressed
 h

im
 fo

r 
ex

am
p
les o

f su
ch

 "p
lu

g
o
la" 

in the interview
. 

d
o

n
't w

an
t to

 cite an
y

 
specifics," W

hitehead replied. 
.T

h
is

 is
 n

o
t a

 v
e
n
d
e
tta

 
' ag

ain
st m

y
 P

atticu
lar in

d
i-

v
id

u
als o

r an
y
, p

articu
lar 

netw
ork." 	
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F
u
rth

er b
ro

ad
castin

g
 in

-
d
u
s
try

 re
a
c
tio

n
 to

 th
e
 

sp
eech

 fro
m

 A
B

C
 n

etw
o
rk

 
a
n

c
h

o
rm

a
n

 H
o

w
a
rd

 K
. 

'S
m

ith, w
ho on his new

scast 
last n

ig
h
t asso

ciated
 w

h
at 

h
e
 c

a
lle

d
 W

h
ite

h
e
a
d

's
.  

"th
reats" w

ith
 th

e jailin
g
 o

f 
new

s reporters w
ho refused 

to
 rev

eal co
n
fid

en
tial n

ew
s 

sources. 
"
I h

o
p
e
 it is

 n
o
t s

o
,"

  

S
m

ith said, "but it begins to 
lo

o
k
 lik

e a g
en

eral assau
lt'  

on reporters." 
W

hithead's proposals and 
th

e "th
e co

u
rts' d

estru
ctio

n
 

o
f co

n
fid

en
tiality

" co
u
ld

 
lead to a tim

e w
hen "w

e w
ill 

liv
e so

lely
 b

y
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
handout," S

m
ith said. 

"B
anners of outrage have 

unfurled all over N
ew

 Y
ork 

w
ith

 g
re

a
t th

w
o
k
in

g
 

sounds," said John C
hancel-

lo
r, an

ch
o
rm

an
 fo

r N
B

C
, 

from
 his N

ew
 Y

ork office. "I 
p
refer 'to

 w
ait an

d
 see h

o
w

 
d
an

g
ero

u
s th

is is g
o
in

g
 to

 
g
et. I th

in
k
 it w

ill b
e terri-

b
ly

 d
ifficu

lt to
 p

u
t th

e p
ro

-
posal into w

orkable legisla- 

tiv
e lan

g
u
ag

e. It m
ay

 ju
st 

die a-horning." 
"W

e
'v

e
 b

e
e
n
 w

a
tc

h
in

g
 

(o
u
r affiliates) ev

er sin
ce 

th
e first A

g
n
ew

 sp
eech

 in 
1
9
6
9
," C

h
an

cello
r said

. "I 
h

av
en

't seen
 ev

en
 so

 m
u

ch
 

as a m
urm

ur from
 the affili-

a
te

s. T
h
e
re

 is n
o
 re

v
o
lt 

a
m

o
n

g
 th

e
 a

ffilia
te

d
 sta

-
tions." 

C
B

S
 an

ch
o
rm

an
 W

alter 
C

ro
n
k
ite

 c
o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

be 
reached for com

m
ent. 

"W
hitehead said yesterday his: bill w

ould free broadcasters 
from

 bothersom
e red tape, and paper w

ork. It increases the 
tim

e span , of a station's license from
 three.  years to five." 


