R e

Our Man Iloppe

SFCherc?ﬁ SRR T 0T

the White

to the contrary,

My W}ntehead s been accused
ng” the television industry to

some emotional .critivs claim

fiking: .is,.right out of **1984”
Getﬁ‘ Orwell’s “novel ‘aboul a future dm
ad % Big Brother’ . who suppress:
doms and dlssent among a

i'ﬁghtenmg" Not at all A= o
d:the National Academy of ™
'I‘e]evisxon Arts and Sciencés in a speech
.the other day:

greatfmanv peopie in 1984’ liked
-whAt Blg‘ Brother was. doing because. he
wiis n theu- interest and cons.:

P
£ WHITEHEAD'S absolutely nghi
Unforiunately; our progress toward

thie. goal has been; up to now, minimal.
Take “‘Newspeak.” the language used

.inthe ~novel to make people feel better ::

‘abeut what the government is doing. You

dan’t find such phrases as “‘protective re-

.action ralds” anywhere in Newspeak -
even -though it certamly sound:, beuer
than ‘‘blowing people up.”. "=

' In ‘the novel, the government was al-
ways at war, because this increased iis

authoritarian powers. And its allies and-

enemies econstantly changed. But we
haven’t always been at war. We older citi-
Zens can remember when we were at
peace, -

. "That was between the time we and our
gallant - allies, the Russians and Chinese,

“fought the fiendish Germans and Jap-

anese and before we got in The Cold War
against the fiendish Russians and Chinese
with the gallant Germans and Japanese
backing us to the hilt.

lues.‘too. ha»e our mtexests .

alor '.
“.the war and the auministration

-~ he’s been domg ~-gouner or later;

. SlOl‘k,

But in. me book
really at war.

dov
ave probuged

prosecution of the" war has beé
to peace.

Naturally. . Big Brother never pubnclv ‘

“explained why he did What he did. Ktvi in-:

formed . public is_an’ unhappy puﬁﬁc On'
the other hag can count on Mr. Nix-
on to makeé the:i’nf'”:ake of evplauungwh&; ,‘,4

But ¥ where* weihaven't made ‘much

- troublemakers. -Many members  of tie.
press, . for instance, are still at large to-
day. Nor was Big Brother ever forced tn
‘bug _the. headquaners ol -the epposition;

: night and
‘day.. True, police. in‘a few cities have be-
~gun setting up television cameras in ‘the

telewswn W atched ¥OU,

streets, but only to unsnarl traific ang
prevent muggings and rapes.- .

Bul even, this' first’ rudimentary ad-
vance Has caused protest. “Who.” a tadv ¥
know protested, "‘wants to be rapod ovm:l
evision?"'

And desmte massive- efforts in rece

T vears bV numerous. government &‘_:,""(‘F R

the absolutely essential Nationzl Data
$®ank, containing complete dossiers onvv-

‘ery citizen. is stil far from complete.

* % * )

O WE yet have a lobg wav {o go. Par

given the advances in technology anu
mass psychological manipulation, we cer-
tainly shouldn't giveuphope.

After all, the most important siep of all
in reaching the 1984 society is to convinee
the public that it’s in their interest and
concern,

And you have to admit that Mr. White-
head has taken ys a giant stride forward.

gFoind T8’ i the SuTVeIITunce and Jailnger ~" "
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