
R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak 

po
d
 yp

h
y  

R
epublican D

efection: It A
ll B

egan in O
ctober... 

I 

I 

T
he intensity of the R

epublican stam
-

p
ed

e ag
ain

st P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 can

 b
e 

traced to last O
ct. 31 w

hen G
en. A

lex-
an

d
er H

aig
 w

en
t to

 C
ap

ito
l H

iil w
ith

 
so

o
th

in
g
 reassu

ran
ce fo

r th
e p

arty
's 

S
en

ate lead
ers—

clearly
 o

n
e o

f th
e 

w
o
rst o

f th
e in

fin
ite W

aterg
ate m

is-
calculations at th

e W
hite H

ouse. 
O

n
 th

at d
ay

, W
h
ite H

o
u
se ch

ief o
f 

staff H
aig

 to
ld

 w
o
rried

 R
ep

u
b
lican

s 
th

at th
e tap

e o
f th

e P
resid

en
t's fatefu

l 
M

arch 21, 1973, conversation w
ith John 

W
. D

ean III w
ould prove this w

as M
r. 

N
ixon's first know

ledge of the W
ater-

gate cover-up. It is "exculpatory," said 
H

aig
. S

im
ilar assu

ran
ces w

ere g
iv

en
 

key congressional R
epublicans by H

aig 
during the next few

 w
eeks. F

rom
 them

 
stem

m
ed S

enate M
inority L

eader H
ugh 

S
co

tt's reso
u
n
d
in

g
 d

efen
ses o

f M
r. 

N
ixon and less stentorian declarations 

from
 lesser R

epublicans. 
N

eith
er S

co
tt n

o
r th

e o
th

ers accu
se 

H
aig

 o
f d

ecep
tio

n
. T

h
ey

 su
sp

ect, in
 

fact, that H
aig him

self w
as m

isled. B
ut 

th
ese R

ep
u
b
lican

s are liv
id

, n
o
t o

n
ly

 
o
v
er th

e co
n
ten

ts o
f th

e tran
scrip

ts 
b
u
t b

ecau
se th

ey
 feel lik

e d
u
p
es. 

A
n
 ex

am
p
le is th

is p
riv

ate rem
ark

 
b
y
 o

n
e R

ep
u
b
lican

 lead
er: "I cam

-
paigned up and dow

n m
y state all w

in-
ter p

ro
claim

in
g
 N

ix
o
n
's in

n
o
cen

ce o
f 

w
h
at I w

as to
ld

 ab
o
u
t th

at M
arch

 2
1
 

tap
e." S

u
ch

 fu
ry

 h
as created

 an
 u

n
- 

bridgeable chasm
 betw

een R
epublicans 

and their P
resident, converting his de-

fense from
 political to narrow

ly legal. 
T

his possibly fatal W
hite H

ouse m
is-

calculation seem
s based less on a naive 

m
isread

in
g
 o

f th
e tran

scrip
ts th

an
 o

n
 

an underlying b
elief in

 th
e N

ix
o
n
 in

n
er 

circle that they w
ould never b

e rea
d
 b

y 
C

ongress. 
T

hat is certainly the best explanation. 
for testim

ony before the S
enate W

ater-
gate C

om
m

ittee last July 30 by form
er 

N
ix

o
n
 lieu

ten
an

t H
. R

. H
ald

em
an

. 
B

ased
 o

n
 p

erso
n
ally

 listen
in

g
 to

 an
d
 

tak
in

g
 n

o
tes o

n
 th

e M
arch

 2
1
 tap

e, 
H

ald
em

an
 sw

o
re th

at M
r. N

ix
o
n
 said

 
"it w

ould be w
rong" to raise $1 m

illion 
in hush m

oney—
testim

ony that result-
ed

 in
 h

is p
erju

ry
 in

d
ictm

en
t. In

 an
 

A
ug. 22 press conference, M

r.. N
ixon 

generally confirm
ed H

aldem
arV

s ver-
sion. 

E
ven after M

r. N
ixon agreed O

ct. 23 
to

 su
rren

d
er th

e M
arch

 2
1
 tap

e to
 th

e 
grand jury, W

hite H
ouse aides thought 

it n
ev

er w
o
u
ld

 reach
 C

o
n
g
ress. T

h
at 

w
as th

e situ
atio

n
 O

ct. 3
1
 w

h
en

 H
aig

 
trav

eled
 to

 C
ap

ito
l H

ill to
 reassu

re 
w

o
rried

 S
en

ate R
ep

u
b
lican

 lead
ers. 

W
h
en

 h
e to

ld
 th

em
 th

e tap
es sh

o
w

ed
 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
 first learn

ed
 o

n
 M

arch
 2

1
 

of W
hite H

ouse involvem
ent in W

ater-
gate, S

cott w
as elated. 

S
co

tt's elatio
n
 so

ared
 w

h
en

 h
e w

as 
later sh

o
w

n
 a tran

scrip
t an

d
 q

u
ick

ly
 

scanned it. A
nother k&

 S
enate R

epub-
lican

 w
as to

ld
 b

y
 H

aig
 o

n
 th

ree o
cca-

sio
n
s th

at th
e M

arch
 2

1
 tran

scrip
t 

w
o
u
ld

 "ex
cu

lp
ate" th

e P
resid

en
t. 'A

l-
though few

 defended the P
resident so 

loudy as S
cott, m

any publicly d
eclared

 
M

r. N
ixon w

ould b
e red

eem
ed

 if only 
h
e w

o
u
ld

 release th
e tap

es. 
N

o
t u

n
til th

e H
o
u
se im

p
each

m
en

t 
p
ro

ceed
in

g
 raised

 th
e p

o
ssib

ility
 th

at 
C

o
n
g
ress m

ig
h
t g

et th
e tap

es d
id

 M
r. 

N
ix

o
n
, in

 a F
eb

. 2
5
 p

ress co
n
feren

ce, 
ch

an
g
e h

is tu
n
e ab

o
u
t th

e M
arch

 2
1
 

h
u
sh

-m
o
n
ey

 co
n
v
ersatio

n
. B

u
t n

ev
er 

d
id

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se w

arn
 th

ese R
e-

p
u
b
lican

s to
 h

ed
g
e th

eir •b
ets ev

en
 a 

little. 
T

h
u
s, M

r. N
ix

o
n
's an

n
o
u
n
cem

en
t 

A
p
ril 2

9
 o

f th
e release o

f th
e tran

-
scripts brought sighs of relief. B

y M
ay 

1, how
ever, S

cott w
as grow

ing nervous. 
H

e an
d
 h

is staff h
u
d
d
led

 fo
r th

ree 
hours before issuing a one-page state-
m

ent reaffirm
ing his confidence In M

r. 
N

ixon. 
It w

as not until the follow
ing w

eek-
en

d
 th

at S
co

tt an
d
 o

th
er R

ep
u
b
lican

s 
g
o
t d

o
w

n
 to

 serio
u
s read

in
g
. T

h
ey

 
learn

ed
 th

at M
r. N

ix
o
n
 w

as in
fo

rm
ed

 
of W

hite H
ouse involvem

ent in W
ater-

gate before M
arch 21 and that he by no 

m
ean

s ru
led

 o
u
t h

u
sh

 m
o
n
ey

 o
n
 th

at 
o
ccasio

n
. S

co
tt w

as ag
h
ast to

 fin
d
 h

e 
had not seen the second of tw

o N
ixon-

D
ean conversations of M

arch 21. 

H
aig, w

ho to this day has never per-
sonally heard the tapes, is not blam

ed 
p
erso

n
ally

 ("I th
in

k
 A

l is a victim
 as 

m
u
ch

 as w
e w

ere," say
s o

n
e sen

ato
r). 

A
im

in
g
 th

eir an
g
er at th

e P
resid

en
t 

and his law
yers, the R

epublican defec-
tio

n
 th

en
 b

eg
an

 ro
llin

g
 w

ith
 S

co
tt's 

harsh statem
ent of M

ay 7. D
uring th

e 
next 48 hours, three prestigious groups 
of R

epublican congressm
en—

the S
.O

.S
. 

C
lu

b
, th

e W
ed

n
esd

ay
 G

ro
u
p
 an

d
 th

e 
C

how
der and M

arching S
ociety—

m
et 

to
 p

riv
ately

 ech
o
 S

co
tt's p

u
b
lic state-

m
en

t. M
r. N

ix
o
n
 w

as p
o
litically

 fin
-

ished in the H
ouse. 

T
he W

hite H
ouse, fully aw

are of this, 
n
o
w

 m
u
st rely

 o
n
 Jam

es S
t. C

lair to
 

sav
e M

r. N
ix

o
n
 o

n
 g

ro
u
n
d
s h

e co
in

-
m

itted
 n

o
 im

p
each

ab
le o

ffen
se. T

h
at 

leav
es th

e P
resid

en
t's effo

rts to
 w

o
o
 

C
ap

ito
l H

ill R
ep

u
b
lican

s at a b
itter•  

im
passe. 

H
o
u
se R

ep
u
b
lican

 lead
ers -m

ay
 d

e-
cid

e th
is w

eek
 to

 sen
d
 a d

eleg
atio

n
 to

 
M

r. N
ixon, but all agree a request that 

h
e resig

n
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e rejected

—
u
n
d
er-

lining 
th

eir im
p
o
ten

cy
. P

resid
en

tial 
aides confide M

r. N
ixon w

ill not resign 
if o

n
ly

 b
e
c
a
u
se

 h
e
 w

a
n
ts to

 fo
rc

e
 

"w
eak-kneed" R

epublican-congressm
en 

to
 cast th

e p
o
litically

 d
an

g
ero

u
s v

o
te 

o
n
 im

p
each

m
en

t. T
h
e trail th

at b
eg

an
 

O
ct. 3

1
 in

 n
aiv

e h
o
p
e is en

d
in

g
 in

 
anger, resentm

ent and vindictiveness. 
CO 1974. Field Enterprises, Inc. 


