
	

 
1
 

R
etired officers fire m

issile theory back into T
W

A
 case 

B
y John H

anchette 
I  

and B
illy H

ouse 	
/ X

 
G

annett  

W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 ieltired 

adm
iral T

hom
as M

oorer, a for-
m

er ch
airm

an
 of th

e Join
t 

C
hiefs of Staff, called T

hursday 
for new

 congressional hearings 
into T

W
A

 Flight 800. 
T

he plane disintegrated July 
17, 1896, en route to Paris and 
plunged into the A

tlantic near 
L

ong !stand, killing 230. 

"T
his tim

e, I w
ouldn't let the 

F
B

I do it," M
oorer said. "I'd 

h
ave th

e N
T

S
B

 (N
ation

al 
T

ransportation Safety B
oard) 

do it." 
M

oorer and other retired 
N

avy brass, at a new
s confer-

ence, expressed suspicion over 
the F

B
I's 18-m

onth investiga-
tion of the disaster. 

"A
ll evidence w

ould point to 
a m

issile," said M
oorer. 

M
oorer, an expert on m

issile 
w

eaponry, attended the new
s  

conference convened by a m
e-

dia w
atchdog group that scoffs 

at the N
T

SB
 and FB

I findings. 
Josep

h
 V

aliq
u

ette, F
B

I 
spokesm

an in N
ew

 Y
ork, said 

the agency is "com
fortable" 

w
ith

 its co
n

clu
sio

n
s th

a
t 

"there's no evidence a crim
inal 

act w
as responsible." 

T
he N

avy officers —
 w

ho 
appeared w

ith a veteran T
W

A
 

pilot, tw
o w

itnesses and m
em

-
b

ers of A
ccu

racy in
 M

ed
ia, 

w
hich coordinated the briefing  

—
 said

 a stu
d

y of evid
en

ce 
from

 recovered Flight 800 data 
recorders rebuts the govern-
m

ent's official story about fuel 
vapors exploding in a central 
tan

k
 of th

e jetlin
er after a 

spark from
 unknow

n causes. 
T

he retired officers specu-
lated

 a m
issile cou

ld
 h

ave 
com

e from
 either a subm

arine 
or a buoy device developed by 
the N

avy years ago to float at-
tack m

issiles into position for 
launch from

 m
iles aw

ay. "O
ne  

vital question w
e haven't at-

tack
ed

 is th
e origin

 of th
at 

streak of light," said M
oorer. 

Shelly H
azle, a spokesw

om
-

an for the N
T

SB
, scoffed at al-

legations m
ade at the .press 

conference. "T
heir interpreta-

tion of the data from
 the flight 

data recorder only displays 
their lack of know

ledge of how
 

FD
R

s w
ork and how

 data is in-
terpreted." 

C
ontributing Scott B

ow
les 
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