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Cloak-and-D
agger D

ebut at CIA 
E

xhibit on U
-2 Pilot G

ary Pow
ers R

em
ains U

nder W
raps for the T

im
e B

eing 

B
y Peter Finn 

W
ashiostaaPostatalfW

eiter. • - • 

T
he exhibit is tim

ely, fascinating and, in 
its w

ay, deeply personal. 
P

roblem
 is, you can't visit itat least 

not at its current location. 
H

eck, even T
he W

ashington P
ost had 

trouble getting in to the ultra-exclusive lit-
tle m

useum
 at the C

entral Intelligence 
A

gency. B
ut w

e have com
e in from

 the cold 
to bring back a sneak preview

. 
T

hirty-five years ago, Francis G
ary Pow

-
ers, the U

-2 pilot shot dow
n over the Sovi-

et U
nion in 1960, w

as released from
 V

ladi-
m

ir P
rison

. N
ow

 P
ow

ers's son
, G

ary 
Pow

ers Jr., has m
ounted an exhibition on 

his late father's storied flight 21-m
onth 

im
prisonm

ent and eventual release in a spy 
exchange in C

old W
ar B

erlin. 
T

he exhibition's centerpieces are tw
o 

pieces of U
-2 w

reckage, including one the 
R

ussians gave to the U
.S governm

ent. 
T

he C
IA

 presented it to the Pow
ers fam

ily. 
A

lso on exhibit are correspondence be-
tw

een V
ice P

resident R
ichard M

. N
ixon 

and the Pow
ers fam

ily, letters from
 Pow

ers 
to his m

other, Pow
ers's D

istinguished Fly-
ing C

ross and other m
em

orabilia from
 the 

pilot's life. 
T

he other U
-2 piece and other item

s 
from

 the Pow
ers flight, including the poi-

son pin the pilot carried in case he.w
as tor-

tured, w
ere lent to the tem

porary exhibi-
tion

 b
y H

. K
eith

 M
elton

, a m
ilitary 

historian w
ho has assem

bled one of the 
w

orld's largest collection of C
IA

 m
aterials. 

a 4
 

feet over Sverdlovsk, 1,300 m
iles inside . 

the Soviet U
nion, w

hen the Sovietsfired 14 
surface-to-air m

issiles at him
. O

ne explod-
ed near the ,U

-2's tail section, breaking off 
one of the w

ings and sending the plane into 
a tail spin. Pow

ers popped his canopy, loos! 
ened his harness and w

as ejected by the 
centrifugal force. H

is parachute opened au-
tom

atically at 15,000 feet, and he landed, 
w

ith Soviet forces.w
aiting, in the m

iddle of 
the U

SSR
. 	

" 
T

hree m
onths liter, the Soviets convict-

ed him
 of espionage. H

e spent 21 m
onths in 

prison before the prisoner exchange in Ber-
lin, 35 years ago next M

onday. 
T

he Pow
ers eidulit opened at the C

IA
's 

Langley headquarters in January: 
"W

e are having our 50th anniversary.—  
and its the 35th anniversary of G

ary Po* 
ers's release, so it w

as m
arriage of coin- „ 

m
on interests," said M

idge W
. H

olm
es, a 

C
IA

 spokesw
om

an. "A
nd som

e of the staff 
lO

ve m
eeting G

ary and telling him
 how

 they; 
w

orked w
ith his father." 

W
hen the exhibition's C

IA
'run ends at 

the end of M
arch, Pow

ers w
ill take it to the 

N
ational W

ar C
ollege in the D

istrict. in late
.  

June, it w
ill m

ove to G
eorge M

ason U
niver-

sity. B
oth of those exhibitions w

ill be open 
to the public, he said. 

P
ow

ers began collecting m
em

orabilia 
five years ago in an effort to learn m

ore 
about his father, w

ho died in a helicopter • 
crash in L

os A
ngeles in 1977, w

hen his son 
w

as 12. 

T
he poison pin that Pow

er* carded hi case 
he w

as tortured had been dipped in curare. 

O
ther item

s from
 Pow

ers's life, including 
his prison journal, are at the N

ational A
ir 

and Space M
useum

. 
The exhibit is m

ounted in the C
IA

 Exhib-
it C

enter, a delicious sm
orgasbord of 

spookery, including single-shot canes, m
i-, 

crodot cam
eras, silencers, the E

nigm
a en-

coding m
achine and all m

anner of cloak and 
dagger curios. T

he exhibit hall even has a 
flashlight once ow

ned by L
atin A

m
erican 

guerrilla C
he G

uevara. 
"It's a very appropriate place," said G

ary 
P

ow
ers Jr., 31. It's a chance for a new

 
generation of agency personnel to reflect 
upon their history." 

P
ow

ers's father left the A
ir F

orce in 
1956 to join the C

IA
 and fly U

-2s. T
he pi-

lot, of W
ise C

ounty, V
a., m

et his w
ife, Sue,'  

at the agency, w
here she adm

inistered per-
sonality tests. 

O
n M

ay 1, 1960, Pow
ers w

as at 70,000 
I had read m

y father's book and talked 
to him

 about w
hat it w

as like to crash," said 
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G
ary P

ow
ers Jr. 

ap
p

ears w
ith

 a cu
t-ou

t 
im

age of h
is fath

er, 
F

rancis G
ary P

ow
ers, 

th
e U

-2 p
ilot sh

ot 
d

ow
n

 over th
e S

oviet
.  

U
n

ion
 in

 1960. P
ow

ers 
Jr. has m

ounted an 
exh

ib
it on

 h
is fath

er at 
C

IA
 headquarters, but 

th
e p

u
b

lic w
ill h

ave to 
w

ait for a ch
an

ge of 
ven

u
e to see it. S

tory 
on

 P
age C

3. 
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mows evaraerek aesea—ma 	For 
merisendrile abed his hither five yOWS Igo isla 

kit 1977 helicopter crash In Los Angola:, 
k. siva he isoiOn tiolectbig 

inert to learn more about him. ids hither died 

Powers, who is executive director 'of the 
Downtown Fairfax Coalition But I was so 
young when he died. I Wanted to know 
more about him and started to read about 

• him and gather memorabilia." 	- 
Powets's interest in his father's exploits 

• has fumed into something larger:Ile wants 
to erect a Cold War memorial near Arling-
ton. National Cemetery and open a Cold 

, War Museum• in the Washington area 
Among those he has aPoken to about 

ing his board of directors is Sat$43tillill■ 
ShChaV, BM of Nikita S. Kluushchevitist 
secretary of the Comnimist Part); -st the 
Soviet Union at the time of the U-2-crish. 
The young Khrushchev teaches at"Stovin 

• University. 	• 	•  
"We need a museum to record the listoty of 

the Cold War from the erection of the-Jietili 
Wall to the fall of Soviet Comnamism,* PoWers 
said. "We should honor all those who tlid• ao 
much good for us in that period." 

' 	• 	 . 


