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JFK
 friend, aide D

ave P
ow

ers dies 
He spent his life tending to Kennedy's career, legacy 

B
O

S
T

O
N

 (A
P

) —
 D

ave P
ow

ers, the B
oston 

Irishm
an w

ho w
as John F

. K
ennedy's fam

ously 
devoted aide every step of the w

ay to the W
hite 

H
ouse and served after JF

K
's assassination as the 

keeper of the C
am

elot legend, died yesterday at 
85. 

P
o
w

ers cam
e to

 b
e k

n
o
w

n
 as K

en
n
ed

y
's 

"co
ath

o
ld

er" an
d
 "S

an
ch

o
 P

an
za" b

ecau
se h

e 
spent his life tending to JF

K
's career, his w

idow
 

and children, and finally his legacy, as curator of 
the John F

. K
ennedy L

ibrary m
useum

. 
"Jack loved D

ave R
ow

ers like a brother, and 
so

 d
id

 all o
f u

s in
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 fam

ily
. Jack

 
couldn't have had the N

ew
 F

rontier w
ithout him

, 
and w

e w
ill m

iss him
 very m

uch," S
en. E

dw
ard M

. 
K

ennedy, D
-M

ass., said in a statem
ent 

T
he m

an w
ho called him

self "just a new
sboy 

w
ho m

et a president" had been sought out by the 
w

ealth
y

 K
en

n
ed

y
s in

 th
e early

 d
ay

s o
f JF

K
's 

political career because he w
as closely connected 

to B
oston's blue-collar Irish-A

m
erican fam

ilies. 
T

he child of Irish im
m

igrants, P
ow

ers had an 
Irish-C

atholic upbringing in the C
harlestow

n sec-
tio

n
 o

f B
o

sto
n

. H
e h

aw
k

ed
 n

ew
sp

ap
ers o

n
 th

e 
w

aterfront, spent S
undays at the church assisting 

at five M
asses, and knew

 everyone in the neigh-
borhood. 

B
ecause of that, a cam

paign w
orker directed 

K
ennedy to P

ow
ers' door w

hen the future presi-
dent 

w
as 

cam
p
aig

n
in

g
 fo

r C
o
n
g
ress in

 1
9
4
6
. 

P
ow

ers had been supporting the rival candidate, 
but he w

as so taken by the young K
ennedy that he 

changed cam
ps forever. 

P
o
w

ers in
itiated

 JF
K

 in
to

 th
e ro

u
g
h
 an

d
 

tum
ble of B

oston cam
paigning and in how

 to deal 
w

ith the ordinary folk of the city. A
t one rally, he  

persuaded K
ennedy to im

prove the im
pact of a 

high-toned speech by em
phasizing that his par-

ents w
ere natives of the district. 

In later years, P
ow

ers traveled w
ith K

ennedy 
on various cam

paigns and m
issions. 

A
fter K

ennedy w
as elected president in 1960, 

the m
an w

ho called him
self a "three-decker Irish-

m
an," referring to the houses of B

oston's Irish-
A

m
erican enclaves, becam

e a special assistant in 
the W

hite H
ouse. 

P
o
w

ers serv
ed

 as an
 u

n
o
fficial g

reeter at 
W

hite H
ouse functions 

a
n

d
 a

s a
 fu

ll-tim
e
 

friend to the president. 
K

ennedy, he said, 
"w

as the greatest m
an 

I ever m
et and the best 

friend I ever had." 
P

o
w

ers, a lep
re-

chaun-like figure w
ith 

tw
inkly eyes, w

as know
n for his hum

or and his 
in

d
ifferen

ce to
w

ard
 th

o
se w

ith
 lo

fty
 titles. H

e 
once told the visiting shah of Iran, "I w

ant you to 
know

 you're m
y kind of shah." 

F
riends said P

ow
ers rem

em
bered all of K

en-
nedy's cam

paigns so w
ell he could rattle off the 

exact num
ber of votes JF

K
 got in each election. 

O
n N

ov. 22, 1963, P
ow

ers w
as riding in the 

presidential m
otorcade in D

allas w
hen K

ennedy 
M

S
 shot W

hen the president's lim
ousine reached 

P
arkland H

ospital, P
ow

ers helped rem
ove K

en-
nedy and put him

 on a stretcher. 
T

hat afternoon he accom
panied Jacqueline 

K
ennedy back to W

ashington, next to the casket 
on A

ir F
orce One
.
 

( 

P
ow

ers recalled the trip back to W
ashington 

in an article for Lift m
agazine. 

"O
n that long, sad ride hom

e, Jackie sat next 
to the casket S

he w
as so brave on the trip back to 

W
ashington. A

t one point she turned to m
e and 

said, 'O
h, D

ave, you've been w
ith him

 all these 
years. W

hat w
ill you do now

?'" recalled P
ow

ers. 
"I choked up —

 I couldn't answ
er her." 

In 
Jo

h
n
n
y, W

e
 H

a
rd

ly K
n
e
w

 Y
e
, 

the book 
P

ow
ers w

rote w
ith K

ennedy appointm
ent secre-

tary K
enneth P

. O
'D

onnell in 1972, the w
riters 

recalled P
ow

ers w
as so upset he "drew

 the priest 
aside w

hen they w
ere leaving the traum

a room
 

and asked F
ather H

uber to hear his confession. 
H

e thought he w
as hav-

ing a heart attack." 
F

ollow
ing the as-

sassination, K
ennedy's 

w
id

o
w

 so
u
g
h
t so

lace 
fo

r h
er so

n
 b

y
 h

av
in

g
 

P
o
w

ers co
m

e to
 h

er 
h

o
u

se in
 G

eo
rg

eto
w

n
 

ev
ery

 d
ay

 fo
r lu

n
ch

 
w

ith John F
. K

ennedy Jr. 
"D

ave P
ow

ers w
as a loyal and devoted friend 

w
hom

 m
y m

other and father adored," said JF
K

's 
d

au
g

h
ter C

aro
lin

e K
en

n
ed

y
, p

resid
en

t o
f th

e 
K

ennedy L
ibrary F

oundation. "I w
ill alw

ays be 
g

ratefu
l fo

r h
is p

erso
n

al k
in

d
n

ess an
d

 fo
r h

is 
tireless efforts on behalf of the K

ennedy L
ibrary." 

P
ow

ers w
ent on to help hi form

er S
en. R

obert 
F

. 
K

ennedy's cam
paigns. H

e also began w
ork 

assem
bling records and m

em
orabilia for the JF

K
 

L
ibrary in 1964. H

e served as its m
useum

 curator 
from

 its opening in 1979 until he retired in 1994. 
P

ow
ers died at a hospital in suburban A

rling-
to

n
. H

e is su
rv

iv
ed

 b
y
 h

is w
ife, Jo

, a so
n
, tw

o
 

daughters and three grandchildren. 

lack loved D
ave P

ow
ers like a 

brother . . . Jack couldn't have had 
the N

ew
 F

rontier w
ithout him

." 
S

e
n

. E
d

w
a
rd

 M
. K

e
n

n
e

t 
 

after Pow
ers' dea 
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_Dave Powers, a longtime aide to President Kennedy who subsequently served as 
;,curator of the JFK Library in Boston for 30 years, died yesterday. He was 85. 
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