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O
BITU

A
R

IES 
JFK

 A
ide D

avid Francis Pow
ers D

ies at 85 
B

y B
A

R
T

 B
A

R
N

E
S 

W
ashington P

ost S
taff W

riter 

D
avid F

rancis P
ow

ers, 85, w
ho 

h
elp

ed
 a y

o
u
n
g
 N

av
y
 v

eteran
 

n
am

ed
 Jo

h
n

 F
. K

en
n

ed
y

 w
in

 h
is 

first election to C
ongress and then 

serv
ed

 as h
is p

erso
n

al aid
e an

d
 

confidant through his presidency, 
died M

arch 27 at a m
edical facility 

in A
rlington, M

ass. T
he cause of 

death w
as not reported. 

M
r. P

ow
ers w

as an unem
ployed 

veteran of the A
rm

y A
ir F

orces and 
the fam

ed "F
lying T

igers" of W
orld 

W
ar II w

hen the 27-year-old K
en-

nedy clim
bed three dim

ly lighted 
flig

h
ts o

f stairs in
 an

 ap
artm

en
t 

h
o
u
se n

ear B
u
n
k
er H

ill in
 th

e 
C

harlestow
n section of B

oston and 
k
n

o
ck

ed
 o

n
 h

is d
o

o
r o

n
e d

ay
 in

 
1946. 

"M
y nam

e is Jack K
ennedy. I'm

 
a candidate for C

ongress, and I'd 
like you to w

ork for m
e," K

ennedy 
said. M

r. P
ow

ers, w
ho w

as know
n 

fo
r h

is co
n

n
ectio

n
s, access an

d
 

savvy in the rough-and-tum
ble of 

B
oston's Irish ethnic politics, took 

a day to consider the offer. B
ut he 

finally agreed, and for the next 17 
years he w

as at K
ennedy's side for 

every m
ajor decision, crisis, politi-

cal cam
paign and presidential trip. 

H
e w

as p
art o

f th
e o

rig
in

al 
coterie of K

ennedy aides w
ho w

ith 
L

aw
rence F

. O
'B

rien and K
enneth 

O
'D

onnell cam
e to be know

n as the 
Irish M

afia. A
t the W

hite H
ouse, 

h
is title w

as "sp
ecial assistan

t," 
w

h
ich

 as ap
p
lied

 to
 M

r. P
o
w

ers 
m

ean
t recep

tio
n
ist, g

atek
eep

er, 
g

reeter, co
u

rt jester, so
u

n
d

in
g

 
board and repository of trivia. 

W
hen Joe C

ronin, the president 
of the A

m
erican L

eague, cam
e to the 

W
hite H

ouse to give the president a 
season baseball pass, K

ennedy asked 
M

r. P
ow

ers, "D
ave, w

hat w
as C

ro-
nin's lifetim

e batting average?" 
W

ith
o
u
t m

issin
g
 a b

eat, M
r. 

P
ow

ers answ
ered: ".302. B

ut he is 
m

o
re fam

o
u
s fo

r b
ein

g
 th

e fifth
 

H
all of E

arner struck out in a row
 

b
y

 C
arl H

u
b

b
ell in

 th
e 1

9
3

4
 A

ll 
S

tar G
am

e. T
he others w

ere R
uth, 

G
eh rig, Sim

m
ons and Foxx." 

T
o announce a visit by the depu-

ty
 p

rem
ier o

f th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
, 

A
n

astas M
ik

o
y

an
, M

r. P
o

w
ers 

w
ould open the door to the O

val 
O

ffice w
ith these w

ords: "T
he real 

M
ikoyan is here." 
T

he S
hah of Iran w

as introduced 
as "m

y type of S
hah." B

ritish A
m

-
bassador D

avid O
rm

sby G
ore, a 

special favorite of the K
ennedys, 

w
as announced w

ith this m
essage: 

i  

"O
ur type of am

bassador is in the 
C

abinet R
oom

." 
M

r. P
ow

ers w
as in the presiden-

tial m
otorcade in D

allas w
hen K

en-
nedy w

as shot on N
ov. 22, 1963. 

W
h

en
 th

e p
resid

en
t's lim

o
u

sin
e 

reach
ed

 P
ark

lan
d
 H

o
sp

ital, M
r. 

P
ow

ers helped rem
ove K

ennedy 
fro

m
 th

e car an
d
 p

lace h
im

 o
n
 a 

stretcher. 
T

hat afternoon, he flew
 back to 

W
ashington sitting w

ith K
enne-

dy's w
idow

, Jacqueline K
ennedy, 

n
ex

t to
 th

e cask
et carry

in
g

 th
e 

president's body on A
ir F

orce O
ne. 

"O
n
 th

at lo
n
g
, sad

 rid
e h

o
m

e, 
Jackie sat next to the casket. S

he 
w

as so
 b

rav
e o

n
 th

e trip
 b

ack
 to

 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
. A

t o
n
e p

o
in

t sh
e 

turned to m
e and said, 'O

h, D
ave, 

y
o
u
'v

e b
een

 w
ith

 h
im

 all th
ese 

years. W
hat w

ill you do now
?' " 

M
r. P

ow
ers w

rote in an article for 
L

ife m
ag

azin
e. "I ch

o
k

ed
 u

p
—

I 
couldn't answ

er her." 
A

fter th
e assassin

atio
n
, M

r. 
P

o
w

ers rem
ain

ed
 o

n
 th

e W
h
ite 

H
ouse staff, greeting visitors and 

ju
g

g
lin

g
 p

resid
en

tial ap
p

o
in

t-
m

ents. B
ut the m

agic of the K
enne-

dy years w
as m

issing in L
yndon B

. 
Johnson's presidency, and in 1965 
M

r. P
ow

ers resigned. 
'H

e
 w

e
n
t o

n
 to

 h
e
lp

 in
 th

e
  

cam
paigns of S

en. R
obert F

. K
en-

n
ed

y
 (D

-N
.Y

.), th
e slain

 p
resi-

dent's brother. H
e also began w

ork 
assem

bling records and m
em

ora-
b

ilia fo
r th

e Jo
h

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 

L
ibrary and M

useum
 in B

oston. H
e 

served as curator from
 its opening 

in 1979 until he retired in 1994. 
A

 native B
ostonian and the son 

of Irish im
m

igrants, M
r. P

ow
ers 

sold new
spapers on the C

harles-
tow

n w
aterfront as a boy, and he 

once described him
self as "just a 

new
sboy w

ho m
et a president." O

n 
S

u
n

d
ay

s, h
e w

as an
 altar b

o
y

, 
assisting at M

ass at his neighbor-
hood church. H

e knew
 just about 

e
v

e
ry

o
n

e
 in

 th
e
 b

lu
e
-c

o
lla

r 
C

harlestow
n, and he w

as recruited 
to

 ad
d

 a sen
se o

f w
o

rk
in

g
-class 

realism
 to w

hat the H
arvard-edu-

cated
 K

en
n

ed
y

 feared
 m

ig
h

t b
e 

perceived as his ow
n lace-curtain 

credentials as a political candidate. 
T

here soon developed a person-
al bond betw

een the tw
o m

en that 
w

ould last until K
ennedy's death. 

M
r. P

o
w

ers d
ev

elo
p
ed

 an
 acu

te 
sensitivity to K

ennedy's likes and 
dislikes. T

hey sw
am

 together in 
th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se p

o
o
l, w

atch
ed

 
television together, ate m

eals to-
g

eth
er an

d
 stay

ed
 u

p
 late at th

e 
en

d
 o

f a lo
n

g
 d

ay
 ju

st to
 talk

, 
so

m
etim

es o
f p

o
litics an

d
 elec-

tio
n

s
, s

o
m

e
tirm

..-„
,„

,„
,,,, 



I he president hates to be 
alone, except when he is catching 
up on his reading," Mr. Powers 
said in 1962. "So in the evening we 
watch television together or talk. 
But when the president starts to 
read, you don't say anything until 
he speaks to you." 

Hanging above Mr. Powers's 
desk at the JFK Library and Muse-
um was a picture of the Kennedy 
children and a thank you note from 
Jacqueline Kennedy for Mr. Pow-
ers's assistance during the weeks 
after the president's assassination. 

For several months after Kenne-
dy's death, Mr. Powers left his 
White House office daily at noon to 
have lunch with Jacqueline Kenne-
dy and John F. Kennedy Jr. at their 
house in Georgetown. There he 
usually read stories to the young 
John Kennedy. 

"Mrs. Kennedy thinks the boy 
eats a bigger lunch when I'm there. 
I'm always glad to do it," Mr. 
Powers said. 

"Dave Powers was a loyal and 
devoted friend whom my mother 
and father adored," said Caroline 
Kennedy, president of the Kenne-
dy Library Foundation. "I will al-
ways be grateful for his personal 
kindness and for his tireless efforts 
on behalf of the Kennedy Library." 

Survivors include his wife, Jo, 
and three children. 


