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closed wlta tinls letbter a uemo on the Terre daute
N H +

citent . Doe wan wao laft the rifle was named darry

cev, Tnorendineg Lae memo, you'll notice tnat in 1962

4 veild 1owa driver's license. Pernaps you can begin
cvine this Hut witn bthe Iowa Lepartment of kotor Veliicles.
' ©owive iaforaation about his address, em-
why oautomonile, to.

VR CachUood aa alrtiocle oncuswald Laau 1 wrobe for-

Foor sewspaper put out by FPerry Adams in Santa Barbara,
e Lt ome kaow of sny thodrnts you iy have an the

ve the tiame, 1'd appreciate nearing from you about
ey boranty in tne case. 1 haven't put together a memo
sy balk with Futerbaueh, but wnen 1 do, i'll send you a

Sincerely yonurs,

J
Acvvl /QiifM””““-N

Larry daapsnen
2500-18th Ave. 3.1. (Apt. 11)
Great falls, iontana 59401
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On Nov, 25, 1363, Harry L. Power registersed at the Terre
daute iouse hotel, 7th & Wabash in Terrs Haute, Indiana. He
gave his address as 127 K. University Ave., San Antonio, Tex.

He was glven Boom 705, and pald 35.00 for one night (12). He
carried no luggage, but had gomething with him wrapped in news-
paper (14), ‘

Alpo on Nov, 25, Power bought a ticket to 8t. Louis at
the Terre Haute bus terminal (14). This probabiy occurred after
he reglatered at the Terre Haute House, 8inoe he made a phone
call to the bus terminal from the hotel (13). When it was en-
nounced, at 5:45 PN, that the St. Louls bus was ready to leave,
foz?r got up and ran out of the bus terminal and down the alley

14). '

On Nov. 26, Power made a phone call from the hotel to Poff's
Gun Shop in Terre Haute (13). He offered to sell a rifle, and
when he couldn't get the price he thought it was worth, he un-
successfully trled to purchase emmunition for it (i&4). Shortly o
after noon on Nov. 26, Power checked out of the hotel without T
hims package (4). Before doing this, he may have tried, unguc-
cessfully, to buy ammunition at the American Sports Bullding
in Terre Haute (14).

After Power cheoked out, & maid entered Room 705 and found
2 7.65 MM German Mauser rifle torn apart lying across the arms
of a cnalr. She reported this to the managsaent, and the Terre
daute Police Department was called. Chief of Detectives John
O'Leary assigned Detectives Schoffstall and Zaton to investi-
gate. They went to the hotel, and talked to Mr, Varn Allen, the
notel manager. They also had the room checked for fingerprinte
(14). The rifle had been wiped clean of prints bafore it was
discarded (3), and no other prints were found (i14). The rifle's
serial number was found to be U8686 (14). ‘

The detectives obtained the following description of Power:
fair complected, stooky build, sandy or light brown hailr combed
stralght back, 22-23 years old, 5°6" tall, white male, neatly
dressed in a dark blue suit. The F.B.I. was notified, and Special
Agent Ken Phelps was assigned to investigate. The detectives
also checked out Fower's calls to the bus terminal and Poff's
Gun Shop (14).

At 3:00 MM, Nov. 27, the deteotives sent a radio message
to the San Antonlc Police Departaent, asking for a “oharacter
and wanted cheok® on Power. No age or description was given.

At 10:3% M, Nov. 28, a negative reply was received from the
San Antonio Police Department (5).

On Nov. 29, the dsteotives sent a letter to tne Chief of
Folice in San Antonio, asking for a complete character cheok on
Power. Eis descoription was given, and hig San Antonioc address
was repeated. In San Antonio, the letter was stamped to indicate
that police files showed nothing on Power (6).

On Dec. 7, no reply naving been received to the deteotives®
letter, Captain cmugena V. Butts of the Terre Haute Detective
Sureau wrote to an old aoquaintance of his, Inspector Emil E.

Peters of the San antonio Police Department, asking for more in-
foraation on Power (7).
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in hii= letter, Captain Butts sxplalned tnat Power left
"n high powercd rifle the cal. that wus used %o shoot Presi-
Zenne’y with," Butts also mentioned: "We also wish Lo check
this guy out as uwe have also had a local official theatened
(gic) and he may be involved as the rifle was found on the
sovonth floor of a notel acoross (slc) the stree (sio) from
the Democate (sic) and Republican headquarters this oity."

{7) While it i3 not clear from the letter when thig threat
against a looal official was made, a_political rally was held
in the vicinity of the Terre Haute House the night Powar stayed
there (18). Aszuning the threat was masde that night, it is in-
teresting to note that on the morning of Nov. 26, seourity was
increased on Katthew B. Welsh, Governor of Indiana. These noa-
sures included the agsigning of a State Police gergeant in
plain clothes to acecapany the Governor, the stationing of a
State Policemnan 24-hours-a-day at the governor's mansion, and
the locizing of a second door to the governor®s office (1). In
addition, the governor's 8tate Foliceman chauffeur was ordered
to stick ologser to the Governor than ever besfore (2).

On Dec. 10, Inspeotor Petars wrote to Captain Butts, at-
taching to his letter the report of San Antonio Detective T. T.
Fanley, who investigated Power in San Antonio (9). Penley had
beaen assigned to the case on Dec. 9, amd had conducted hig in-
quiry on Deoc. 9-~10. He found that 127 University Ave., San An-
tonio, was ocoupied by Mrs. 8. W. Gamblin, vho saild she had
iived at that addresas for 50 years, 4did not rent to anyons, snd
414 nct know Power, Fenley next called Horth Seeman, -Direator
of Hecords of the Texas Public Safety Department. Seeman report-
aed that Power had tried to obtain a Texas driver®s liscense in
July 1962 but had falled the test and not ried again. Seeman
gald Fower was 5°10® tall, weighed 180 lbs., was born on April
5, 1543, had a valid Iowa 4driver's license, was a painter by
trade, and worked at Acme Neon Co., 1301 W. Eilderbrand, San
Antonio, Fenley learned from the oredit dbureau that FPowsr gave
108 University as his address and had many bad debts on his
record (8).

Fenley next talked to Don RcNay, owner of the Acme Neon
Co. McNay sald Power left the company on Sept. 12, 1962, and
was "o smart asleck type person and a troubdble maker® and left
town owing a lot of bills. MoNay sald one of his former em-
ployees, Roger Dresch, had told him Powar carried a membership
card in the Young Comaunist League. Molay said he last heard
from Power uwhen he wrote for his W2 forms from “Gen. Dsl. Taft-
berry, Manila W.Va.* (8) (Manila is a town, population 100, in
Boone County, W.Va.)

Fonley oalled P.B.I. 3.A.C. J. Nyer Cole, and gave him the
inforuation on Power, and Cole said he'd have Speclal Agent
Mark Childs get in touch with Fenley (8).

On Deo. 10, Penley talked to FKrs. H. J. Moore, of Apt. 2,
108 University. She sald no one named Power had lived there
in tne nine months she had lived there. Fenley next talked to
Roger Dresch at his Dlunce of employment, Hollins Cutdoor Adver-
tising Co., 2323 Brosdway, 3an Antonio. Dresch gaid "Fower was
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a odd sort of person. That he had a warped out look on 1ife.
That he felt the world owed him a llving and that there was
notning wrong with Comaunist®s. He spoke free about Comaunists
and about our type of Govermment. He dont (sic) remember Power
saying anything eabout doing any harm to any Uffioal (sic). Hia
out look was to go baok to W. Va and take his rifle and go into
the nills and stay there for the rest of his life. HE WAS A TOP
HAQKSHAN golng to the rifle range at least 2 or 3 times a week,
The only other person that he knows he ran with is a boy named
Charlie and that Charlie is Big and Pat and works for a garage
some whers around Pive Points. The card that he carried was
cream colored with dark blue or black letters.® (8)

Fenley talked, finally, to Jack Cole, owner of the aparte
ment house at 108 University, Sam Antonio. Cols sald he didn't
know auch about Power, except "that he was married to a woman
in the Alr Force and that he was an BEx Aray man and that they
seemed to have a lot of family trouble and that he moved out
around Sept. of last year and he has not heard frcm him sinoce.®
(8) Fenley's report was then attached to Ingpector Peters® let-
ter to Captain Butts of the Terre Haute Folice Department {(9).

on Apr. 7, 1964, Detectives Schoffstall and Eaton wrote
thelr “offense report,” and it was signed by Chief of Detectives
O'Leary (14). On Apr. 9, 1964, Chief of Police Frank Riddle of
the Terre Haute Police Department wrote to Earl Warren. He wrote:

Enclosed find ocase records from my department concerning

- an 1lndident -in our oity which may interest your Commig-
sion regarding investigation of the aassassinaticn of
President Kennedy and/or attempt on the life of General
Uﬂlk‘ro

You will note by the reports that there is a rifle in-
volved in this investigation. This wapon is in the pos-
session of the Terre Haute Polics Department at this
time and 1s available to your Commission at any time.

itlddle attached to this letter copies of all pertinent reports,
documents, and correspondance (15). ’

Norman Redlich, of the ¥Warren Commission staff, received
Riddle's letter, and passed it on to Howard F. Willens axd J.
ime Ranitin with the note: "My recommendation is that we acknow-
ledge and take no further acticn. If bomth of you agree, pleasse
return end I°1l write tne letter.” (16) The follaowing letter,
dated April 24, 1364, and sigued by Rankin, was sent to Riddles

Chief Justice Warren has asked me to reply to Jour letter
of April ®, 1964 (si0), walch Was accompanied by records
from your departaent ooncerning an inoident involving a
rifle ooourring shortly after the assasaination of Prog-~
ident Kennedy.

We do not feel that there is any need for the Commission
to examine this rifle at this time, but we thank you for
your coopsration in ealling this matter to our attention. (17)
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(4)
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(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)
(13)

(14)

(15)

(1€)

(17)

Referaences:

*Johngon Is Welsh's *64 Choice,” Ihe Indlanapolis News,

November 26, 1963, p. 26,

“Indiana Tightens Security,® Inhg New York Timeg, November
27, 1363, p. 17.

“Reveals Finding of 3iflo; Pormér Chief 5till Wonders,®
Ine ierre Haute Tribune-Star, April 2, 1967, p. 28.

"Rifle Simllar to Lee Oswald®'s Found in Hotel," The Delleg
Timeg-Herald, April 3, 1967.

Radlo zrarfic record, Terre Hsute Police Department, Nov,
27. 1763,

Letter from Detectives Schoffstall and Eaton, Terrs Haute
Pollce Department, to Chief of Police, San Antonio, Tex.,
Nov. 29, 1963.

Letter froma Captain Eugens V. Butts, Terre Haute Polics.
Department, to Inspector Emil E. Peters, San Antanio
Police Department, Dec. 7, 1963.

Assigzmaent report of Deteotive T..T. Fenley, San Antonio .
Police Department, Dsc. 9, 1963.

Letter from Inspector Emil A. Peters, San Antonio Police
Departaent, to Captain Rugene V. Butts, Terre Haute Folice
Departmaent, Dec. 10, 1963.

Letter from Clarence B. Everly, Terre Haﬁt. Police Depart-
ment, to the National Rifle Association, Deo. 5, 1963,

Letter from salter J. Howe, NHationsl Rifle Asaoclaﬁion.
to Clarence B. Everly, Terre Haute Police Department,
lec. 12, 1963.

Registration oard, Terre Haute Rouse, Hov. 25, 1963.

Records of local calls, Aoom 705, Terre Haute Houge,
November 25-26, 1963,

Uffense report of Detectives Sohoffatall and Eaton, Terre
Heaute Polioce Lepartaent, April 7, 1964.

Letter from Chief of Police Prank Riddle, Terre iHaute
rollce Uepartment, to Zari Warren, April 9. 1964.

idouting silp from Horman Hedlioh to Howard P. Willens
amd J. Lee Rankin, April 21, 1964,

L.zzcr from J. Lee Rankin to Prank &iddle, April 24,
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(18) Int=rview of Prank Riddle by Larry Baananen, Putnemville,

(19 Intarvies of Ar. Van Allen (nanger of the Terre Haute House),
oy LAarry deapanen, Terre iaute, Ind., Aug. 31, 1970.
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