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GONF‘l'DI-;NTIAL. No‘!lse to GRS: example of some of my inability to communicate Wilh pPersonages,
establishmentarians, etc.
]

11/10/71

Hipn Charles iieC Mathias
Room 460

Sen, ta Office Bldg.,
Waahington, D.C.

Dear Hao,

If you feel called upon to respond, please do not feel you have to do it pewsonelly,
elther to dictate the letter or o read and cign it. I know how large the stack at the end
of the day must be when I eonsider the size they used to be in the %0s and the proliferation
of publis responaibilitics end public expressions. While we appreciate your taking the few
moment, we also know you do not have them,

I do hppe that you and Ann can sometines soon find the time. 1'11 be away for about
two wecles beginidng the end of next week, I'd much prefer to show you rather then tell you,
and showing is a matter of from 10 muntes up, depe.ding #n the fime you have, Cr interest.
Hairy ao is some of what you've zeen, you've seen nothing like this. You would then better
understand the feeling of futility I have when thoge whose namea 1'd like to Lelp them
save are oither mute or non-responsive.

Thanics for speaking 46 Hasghall. 54d told me. If you can aver get his to overcome
his paranoid attitude to the subject and to me, you'll do him and the country a favor. le
should imow pome of what I lnow, and w1l I waat in roturn is thst he keep hie wouth shut.
Unleas he feols it necessary to do something, If it is with my work, I'd stipulate only
ny agreement, and thet would depénd on whatever tho intonded use might be, I want nothing
from him, If and when you come, you'll understand,

As a member of the Judiciary Comdtitee, you might be interested in kuowing my experiences
in having what 1 went congldered on Powell considered, I wrote and naid 1'd like e brief
opportunity. After the lapee of some time 1 got what to me was an.melear letier and asked
precisely what was wanted i advence and the deadline, I have just gotien by meil from
Western Union in Baltimore a copy of the telegram it got fron lolloman 12120 g.m. Sundey.
They read it to me later in the sorming. That gave me until 5 p.me the next day, “onday,
to get it into the Vomdtu .e's hands. In turm, that meant a4 trip to weshingson for ce. Sut
i1 1 ldved fartlur away, wheot it reelly oeent da that 1 gould 1ile nothing, 1 delivered
it about 3 pe.ne Honday, dropyed a copy off for 3id, and came home, Yesterdsy morning I got
three calls frow Weatern Urdion, a0 ome in #ime to coaply. The first, at 9:70 a.m., gave
me until 10130 to appear in the Comuittee's chambers if I wanted to be heard (end I hed
already left a letter saying either way, the Comnittee's wishss would satisfy me becaunse
I do not seck persenal publicity). This, in any real terms, mace it imposcible. But even
worse, there were twox others, vne phoned to me at 10130, the time I would have been due,

the s.cond just before 13130, when it was already too late. I don't knov t ¢ normel level
on insf{icicnoy in your Committeels sitafl work, but were the desizn to prevent the spoear-
ance of witnespes who might be anticdpated to be adverse to the ohairman's desires, it
could not have beon more neatly aoccomplished. In tids cuse I do not ocare bucause 1 had no
specipl desire to appear and testify. I would have been willing had the Comdttes desired
to queostion ue. Buk How about a citizen in Loa Angeles? Ur Monolulu, cr anchorege, or aven
Hew York or mRichmond?

Flease don't fesl you have to answoer,
Best frouw us both, Harold Weisberg



