MARK LANE CHARGES
PANEL CONSPIRACY

Ray's Lawyer Says Committee
Violated Law in Inquiry Into

Dr, King Assassination
5 & LL_

By ANTHONY MARRO
Spascial ti The Naw Yoerk Times

“ST. LOUIS, Aug. 7 — An alttorney for
James Earl Ray, the convicted killer of
.| the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., said
today that the House Selegt Committee on
.| Assassinations had viplated the law and
{its'own rules as a part of a “conspiracy' |
110 prevent a fair investigation of the as-
| passination, which togk place in Memphis

10 ‘{:ars ago. e

"The lawyer, Mark Lane, said in a state-
ment issued here that the conunittee's in-
vestigawors and their agents had sub-
.| orned perjury, eriminally received stolen
property and monitored and tape.
‘| recorded telephone conversations.

In addition, Mr. Lane said (hat the
_| committee had “violated their own rules
by secretly establishing a conference be-
fween one of their agents and a reporter
for The New York Times"' In an attempt
to plant false information about the inves-

ug:uon. b

spokesman for the committee said,

““The allegations are serious and they wil}

be examined carefully and completely."’

He said the committeg would have no
her comment now. "

i Tellsef Tape-Recordings

At a news conferenge here, Mr. Lane
distributed a statement by Oliver Patter-
son, who identified himself as a former
informant for the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation wl\p most recently had been
working a8 an undag;gver agent for the

. House gammiittee, ,

Mr. Patterson, 34 years old, said both
in @ written statement and later in un in-
| terview that while' working for the com-
mittee he had tape-recorded inlerstate |
1elephone calls he had made w Jerry

ay, the brother of the assassin, and also

ad secretly made copies of letters from
ames Earl Ray o Jerry Ray and mailed
them (o a committes investigator

* Mr. Patterson said that he could not re-
call whether the investigator, whom he
idenufied as Conrad Baefz, had told him !
specifically to steal the letters and copy |
them, but that after he wld Mr. Baetg
‘that he had them, Mr, Baetz told lnm to
mail them (o his post office box in Woad |
(River, 111, K
4 Mr. Baetz, a staff investigalor for the,

cemmittee, could not be reached for com|
mgnl. I
Both Mr. Lane and Mr. Patterson alsa |
alleged that Mr. Baetz had told Mr. Pat-
terson that committee officials wanted to |
arrange a meeting between him and a re-
,‘ﬁmer for The New York Times so that, in |
'Mr. Patterson’s words, I could give
} falge information.” ' )
‘%' Reports Getting Instructjons
" Mr. Patterson, who had never been
reached by The Times and had never |
‘ ded the paper with any information ”
E rning the King assassinution prior

totpday, said that he had been told 1o try b
1 persuade the newspaper that Mr. Lane 'F;‘,
\was'a homosexual, that the committee "
had rgceived no new information in the
2ase, and that he, Mr. Paterson, had
jeen threstened with harm by Jerry Ray
| because of his undaroover work.
! Mr. Lane, who has been a persistent
teritle of Federal mvestigations ot both
the King assassipation gnd the assassina
Hen of Presideny, Kennedy in 1963, said
“tedgy that the ulleged actions by the com.-
mittes and ifs staff were designed to pre-
vent Mr. Ray from reggiving a new tnal,
~Mr. Ray, who is pow [na state prison in
Tennessee, orl 'nall% plepdad guilty o
]me murder ‘ofgJ r, King, but more re-
'cently has denied any guilt and has de-
claed that he was gn innogent victim of a
Jarges conspiracy. ¥ 4 Y .

Mr. Patterson said that he decided to
 make public an accoynt of his work for.
‘the committee afier Mr. Lane leatned
atgpt it and persuaded him that it was
ghe best way 10 insure thal the Federal

gverpment would u,q;f%, = racr:l;ylio%
ngkhim.  Odg o R gy
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