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. The House Assassinations Ccmmlt-
o tee ludden]y began Investlgating it
Lt ‘ mu yvegterday in the face of accusa
‘ﬁ‘rﬁ"'\ ¢ Q}Q{m that an undercgvep agent It ve-
'ji".( 'j,c,:ultad had spled' on Jerry Ray,
'I'.mtggd his letlers and+secreily tape-
. ad his conversations..
d R 15 a hrothey of James|Earl Ray,
*"qsmv $

ed killer of the Revi: Marun ‘
King Jr.o o " ndhi ‘
' "'Aamrdina te a sfatement by, ﬂwyn-
damover ageht, a former KBl in;
: ‘#armer ﬁa gd Oliver Patterson of-
i Mo., one cpmmittee investi-
N digirdy aﬁnr even dssigned him''te “secure -
wgmples of Jerry Ray's hair:
ﬂ The charges' 'prompted an abrupt.,
olding of additlapal funds for
» 1” commitieg's inguiries and sent it
tp a tyrmoil leu than a week before
' ‘start, of ' public hearm(,s ml}o
;Flng s murder in 1868, "

“The turnabout, ‘which inclucled a bu,
.of gunmesmanship at the expense ‘of
"/'The New Yark Times, was englneered
i by the confroversial Mark Lane. Now'
‘ t e lnwyer for King's convicted assas-

, Lane led the lobbving efforl to
emata the commillee Lwo years uuu,
: hyt has since turned against It.

“° The committee's chief caunsel, GL
"+ Robert Blakey, acknowledged that the
- allegations were ‘‘very serious” and
sald they would be thoroughly exam-
-, ined. But he refused lurther comment
.+ and ‘declined even to say whether the
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ommittes .had any
gents.

“I'm not authoFized” to say, Blakey
rotesied in a somewhsat tense ex.
:naneeg with reporiers cES"-'.EI"—&II.&_‘-‘
NOrming. moments after 2 House Ad-
ninistration subecommitiee had
shelved the committes’s report for
ﬁmommcarryitthmnghf.he end of
ip vear.

“Rep. Samuel L. Devine (Ohio),

l'ank:mg Republican on hoth the &ssas-
sinations Commitiee and the subeom-
mittee that funds i, complained that
the inguiry would run eut of mones
By Sept. 15, right in the middle of
public hearings on President Ken-
nedy's assassination, without a “fresh
f_:ransfuﬁpn, bat his jji!ﬂ]leagues were
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undercover

unimpressed. Subcommitiee Chair-
man John H. Dent (D-Pa.) said the As-
sassingtions Cemmittee had $822 000
as of Julv !, more than enough to
keep it going until the currsnt furor
s settled and the Kennedy hearings
completed.

The charges of committee-aumthor-
ized spving on Jerry Ray were first
aired Monday in 2 St. Louis “pews
conference” that Lane had carefully
archestrated last weekend after enlist-
ing Parterson as a defector willing to
tell all. In & typewritten statement,
the self-described undercover agent
said he had been “recruited” by com-
mittee investigator Conrad (Pete)
Baetz early this year and sent te
Georgia to “renew my relationship”
with Jerry Ray.
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yersations. This went on for several

months. Baetz took the tapes of the -

recorded conversations with him and
gave me back tapes regnlariv.”

Under rules adopied by the commit-
tee last year in the midst of another
£ONUeversy. “no conversation of ecom-
mittes members or staff with any per-
sor shall be recorded without the
prior knowledge and/or writien con-
sent of the person whose conversation
is to be recorded.” In addition, fhe
rules state, “there shall be no elec-
tronic Smeillx_nee or wiretapping u!
any person.”

A Madison County, I1., deputy sher-
if on leave.for a year, Baetz was re-

poriedly closeted here with committee-

officials vesterday. A representative
of the commitiee guoted him as say-

According 1o Patterson. he had been
ar infarmer for the FBI on the activi-
tes of Jerry Ray ané white suprema-
cist J. B. Stoner from 1971 to 1974 Ap-
parently the FBI supmlied Patterson’s
name 0 the Assassimations Commit-
tec as 2 petential sssen,

In any case, Patierson said in his
staierment that Baetz 2 $24 000-a-vear
committee investicator based in St
Louis. 'regularly inssructed me to tel-
ephone Jerry Ray smd to taperecord
those ronversations.™

‘I often did that while Baetz was in
my house.” continmed Patierson. an
electronics salesmam who used to op-
erate z shop calied Blackjack Radio
out of his home. “Often Baetz would
Iisten into the conwersation by using
earphones designed to monitor con-

ing, “I ecan’t make any comment I
don't want to make Eny comment”

Patterson slso said that en ane oe-
casion while he was in Washm.ﬁnn
with Jerry Ray—apparenily in mid-
April when both iestified before the
Assasginations Committee and shared
a motel room during the trip—he
searched Ray's belongings. Patterson
Baid he found some letters from
James Earl Ray to his brother aiong
with a2 map “which J En:yhadp{aced
“in his toilet articles bag” . |
“Imkthﬂm,pimtompmdthem,ud
«sent the copies to Baatx, Pmeunn
said.

He said Baetz later toid him the
documents were considered “so impor-
tant” that they were discussed at a
meeting in Washington attended by

Blakey. “the director of the FBI and
Attormey General [Griffin] Bell.”
Asked about that, Blakey parTied

by asking whether he was realiy being
asked {0 commment about such 2 “Tidic-
ulous’ claim. Told that he was beine
asked just that, he declined tc com
ment. He also refused to say whether
be thought the committes itself. rath-
er than. some other body. ought 1o
be conducting the investigation of
Patterson’s allegations. Finally Biakev
‘demanded that all his “no comments”
not be atiributed to him by name.

According to Patterson, Baetr alsc
sent him to Georgia to see Jerry Rav
and “io secure samples of Jerry Ray's
hair. A woman named Domnna who
travaledmthme at the tl.me,asmsted
in securing hair samples.”



