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Mr., Jokn Crewdson
The Hew York Times -
1920 &, St., BW
Wash., D.C.

Dear John,

Qur last night's conversation confirmed two fears I had when you left here,
first that the considerabls literary liabilities of Poat Hortem would present a
problem to you and next that you might get caught up in the natico’whodunit fever.

I refer to your unanswershble gquestion about the back wound in particular. I could have
done guite reasonable conjecturing about it but elected not to. I am not and will not
become part of the whondunit approach, one doomed to disaster and one that cannot

be either fully responsible or serve the purposes mk to wiich I have detbded so many

J8ars.

There simply &= too much in the book for the most diligent of fine reporters to
be sble to mmmpmhex comprehend, partly because there is no rsporter who c¢an have the
factual basis necessary. You will remember that I $old you beginning im 1967 I had to
mmm reeats my role, essentlally into the one who would make a record Jor history.
Sgok publisher and medis attitudes and the carryings-on of others suppesedly on my side
gave me the choice between this and quitting. I have several liudtations , primarily
a lack of facilities and help. Thus there could be no editing without my giving up
much elge that, had I, would not have besn done. The comubination of these and other
factors make real preblems for me and for reporters.

It ls because I am avare of these that 1 went to the irouble of preparing a list
of pages for you %o go over. You preferred to be what to you was independent and I
felt I could sot appear to be telling you how to regard your story. The result is that
you got bogped domm in the emormous detail, 1 fear. I did suggest to you that you
skip part one entirely so you could get itmediately into the enormity of the "new
evidenee” for which all those with no other anawers have been clamgforing. Regardless
of the kinds of things you have been hearing and seeing, almost all of the first part
is "new" but is less sensational. But the parts that follow are almest without exception
entirely "new" and are sntirely my own work,

If you want, although the coming week will be a difficuit ome for me, I'l]l tkie
the time to discuss the possibilitles of the meaning(s) of the back wound being lower
than officially represented. My own view is that all the officials imew 1%, lied and

mdurdahwtit.lndthtthﬂt!ﬁ.smthnmnoﬂaumoftbmamm?

a President that in itself is zajor news. Hsgardless of what can be atiributed to the
fact of the actual location of thw wound. However, I guarantee you that I can without
repetition give you a full half hour of possible mxplanations that may not have occurred
to you, if this is what you want. I'd hope not. In my view this is a proper intereat for
the future snd r:presentsd meporting not of the new evidence in this bock, which is
about evidence, suppression oy evidence and official corruption, not about who offed JFK.
If you still want to continue with this line of thinking rather than what I would

regard as e of the book and its contents, I suggest that you net hang up on
the precongpbtion that full-jecketed mi)itary ammo only was used in the crime. There
is eno more, but this can be a hangup that can obliterate all else, vhesker or

not such ammo was used.

I hope you will not regard this simplification as sn eifort to iatrude inte your
view of your story. This book, among other things, has collected from formerly sup-
pressed of ficial dources what I regard as irrefutable evidemoe that the official in®
vestigation set out to be a noneinvestigatdon and reported falsely, lknowingly falsely,
about esch and every cme of the known and admitted wound? It has been read by lawyers
who assure that this evidence is wnassailable aud would stack in any unbiased court.



In this simplification I have gone further. I have specified and proven who did
rh.attothiaom.whnmwitﬁ.nsanddlont.hwthomnngupmbegmtheﬁm
moment and by whom and how and by whom it was peppetuated. It will not ne to
mauumdmm,htmkinzafﬂlmﬂmdmﬁngwms of
persSonal and professional integrity required this of me.

ﬂymmmmtmmlwmecrm.mmmmmlmaw
fertmhopetmtmmcaudhmughmgmnmmmthmmm:
cmsﬂllbedmtmnnightbatheufforthgtlnonlymlmidarhmrca
chance, officdal action.

(As some of the CIA's files on me that came after you left show, the CIA under-
ntoodthisclaarl;ffxmthefirut.'l‘henisnmaofthsmllpurmtmofthou
fihatmhvegimmthatnmmthin:emmt‘wmmImmtgad.ngta
rﬂmetlmnm.althnuehyoucanmthmbecmmItoldyou*intandmpmoeed
with this in my own way, with or withoub prior ale of ancillary rights. It will at
mmmthhwmmﬂlmmwmmtmmm.myworkand
this undque approach.)

Aside from the investigation reported i believe I have resorted %o unusual
means o sccomplish my objective. I have at overy point put my head on the bloek, In this
book I am subject to charges of criminal Xihkw 1ibel, I don't know how mmny writers
run this risk to bring the truth out. I do uame names and I do attribute specific felomies
to those named.

On hard news: it is new that there is certification and multdple proecf that each
of the President's known wounds and at lesst one of Connally's was dsliberately lied
about under ocath. In the investigation of the erime ol the cemtury, with all these
biu;:leaincmmdwhanallot‘histarytumdonthncﬁ.m?mmumthnn
a decade such proofs have not been collected and verified? By more than one oificial
scurce aud document in each and every case?

The anterior nesk woulld was different in nature and located other than where
officially represented. The rear non-fatal wound ditto. The head or fatal wound was
four inches - & major percentage of the area of a head ~ other than where allsged.
211 tids means the shooking could not have been done ss represented and it alsc means
mtmpmmormwmm“sa).mmtonnmmmt.
based on hard avidence, iongible evidence, not testimeny or conjecturej and b) an
enormous numher of people, including some of the most sminent, for whatever reascn or
reasons, knev this and reperted ctherwise. I have my own opinions of motive hut 1
a.vuidthmbecmnlmhnpingyouﬁllcent&rmhardmmvmmmismdm.

mmmgdmnmwmmwmwmamaboutﬂmmum
amﬁmdﬁiﬁ.%ﬁmlh&nmmmmtecmﬂlm)tomearem
mmmmfmtmtmm“mmhutmmwcm.imtha?ﬁl's
certification that i know move about the subject than anyone in the FBI is fo we news.
Mmtbemnitn!’mteu.Ilnmofminetminwh:‘.chths?ﬁlhanmr
gaid this, regardless of motive.

I think it is hard news that I caught the FBI lying, in this case also perjury,
sbout what it did and did not de. Ths proofs are in facaimile, not limited to affidavits
on the material directly refuting each other.

Mthumdmymum«hldﬂfmweﬁmﬁﬁonmrwmorm
combination. More, I have indtisted the steps for this. I sxpect all the others to cop
out. But when kida at ths University of Maryland asked me %o appear there, tentatively
on the 24th, I suggested confrontation and t5ld them the name of every former Warren
Coammission lawyer in or near the Washington area. This is not new with me as an approach.
With my second book four of these lawysrs gave up & TV show when they learmed they'd be
in a gangup against me alone. I did the seme thing aith?rm-ﬂpmdramrummd
Art Hanes. Fovemen fgdd with his mskeup still om, so fast the highlight listing on the
T4mes' TV page could not be changed. I have the station’s tape and one made by a Joung



man in the gtudio audience. There may have been others who have written on contro-
versial subject’who have subjected themselves and their work %o this kind of testing
and personal haszard but I inow of nome. My point here is not boasting. I eschew
personal publicity. Mo will tell you that I would say nothing for use when we were
in Memphis together. I think h¢ will also say that the combination represented by
the State did not even try to lay a hand on the evidence I developed.

In gaet I have declined to be oo the King part of the coming CBS special, I
am aware that with this book's appoarance coiuedding with that coastp-td-coast pfime-
time appsarance the refusal is a personal sacrifice.

My approach, my beliefs and my objectives may not be the normal cnes and this
ﬂmmeﬁgﬁththﬁnmthwuhnp&rﬂmumtIdm

1 have tsken this tims not to influence you. I do pot believe that if I had
the intent I could anywey. It is my hope that this hasty, off-the-top tion to what
I took Prom owr last night's sonversation is not inaccurate and that reading what you
will yet read of this book-may present fewer problems to you if you understand me and
what I pesk in the book better.

Financially and physically T am limited but 4o the degree I ean I will make
coples available to you, either on a loan basis where I have dupliecates, as of the
picture of the front of the ueck, or by latiing you mele copies from those dociments
of which I do not have duplicates.

I will be trying for a Friday press conference in Washington. I will be
calling theee you were kdnd enough to tell me about at AP and UPI., If you have
any other such suggestions, I can use them and will apprecia%e them, I'll be
leaving for sz medical appointment about 123130 Tuesday snd ior an svening com-
mitnent in Hashingtog that night. Ezcept for possible lpcal errepnds ~ I can drive
up to 15 minutes withoui too nuch discomfort - 1 axpaﬂtlgn be here Bednemday snd
Thursday. If I can arrange the Friday prese conference I81) be in Washington then and
éxpect to be home Seturday, 1 leave for debste with Belin Puesday morming. I'Al not
be back untll Wednesday night because 1'll spend part of Wednesday with Jimmy Ray.

Vhenever I an hers, please feel fres {c ask anything you may want of o,

Sincerely,

Barald Veisberg



