Dear Dick, NOT MCDONALD 7/6/T5

Some years age an insurance-ggent friend to whom I was boacting ebout amy long
accidant-Crec reccrd as he renowed ry policy told me "that zaies you & bad risf."

He was playin: the odds, as they do.
1 suppose the semeral primeiple hes wide aprlication. Bven to judpemont,

1% ig, in fsct, the one elesent in -het I do that can give ©s concerne 1 have
made ne surlcae exzors aave with pooplGe Lot in LY wolde Low longy

But I flv iate tke faoe of it in gddvesring oy own judgament, Nol in the
expectation shat 1t will meke ary difforence. Were & not 2o tired tonight 1'a
probably be doing sorethdng olse, souething in widoh the fatigue, not all of whieh
is Fh:{sic.ﬁ.].. would not be a factor,.

Today I hes to g5 %o dauhisgtoa to co some work 4n preperafion for the chlendar
call next Tucolay on the swuit sgadnet the FUI of which I told youe You'll recall your
chpokle whea I told you tisy'c told the court 1 koos more aboul tids subject than
anyons 1o the ¥il. Today I proved it with their papsrs cnd pade auother case of
perjury sgaiast thom about which apadn uothiag will nov happans

Az T started t¢ return I caucht the 3 pede OB3 ngwn. The leal itenm wes Senator

‘g statement that the comdittes msy call Hizon in ite investigation of assas-
sjoustions, (This is a ddversien tlat takes hssalines and taken thes from thuls
appointed tesk, which would do the country more good if they hecded that.)

I kuow oxectly whed b was telidng acoubt without seddeg the details ia the
papers, which I won't sse until morning. It is my work and I cen meke & guess on
which I'¢ bat Low he got 1t: frow one I trusted, & usme not wiimown to yous It goes
Back o Hixzon's viceepresidency and I'd iet this man heve it in confidence becnuse
1 would bec wriving soout it.

Whet I don't recsll is whether it was in what I sent Peter Shopherd. I do kaow
that 1 had 21l of it worked cub befor: the last I heard from hime It was before
codl westher in 1972. 3ufors thers was & Wetergate cexiittee,

¥hen I laild that bock aside and started writing The Unispeschrent of Richard
Eizon, the draf't of which wau completed last Septcmber, it was one of the early
chapters, YWith a full stoxy, sc full that if the comzittee doss «het I didu't, I'm
confident thet tiis long ago I did tne basice of weet they'll do end waat they will
uots Despdte their authority and manpower and their beglnudns with my work.

A11 I could think of when I heard that ne.scast is what would heppen to a book
with the wholo store iz 14 when 1t vccomea tho publect of a Scuate luvestigelion and
cither canse: that investigation or is shead of it.

That rosindzs ze of Shepherd's disbelief in two uvnready ropsh chopter dralts
I sent him hot from the machine. They grow into the Hughes scandal with the CIA,
After thot I carrded it cuch ferthegr, into what na: noi yet appsared. In fact, almost
all of that book remaine freeh and with editing would heve a pood chasce of succwss.
But =y life is such i have no ides when 1 can ryead it for the first time and start
cutting znd editing,

A% the very beglndag whon 1 spoke to you about a Watergate book you seid “antem
had sifned Mol anhoff and that would crnarm the market. Well, thsy ooncElled out and
as I told you Clark did not deliver the book. He couldn't do e book he'd want his
name on, =0 cveon with his Hizoa White Houso experdioncss.

And desphte its aignificence, to date no substanidal, worthwhile Watergate bock
has appoared. .

~mEem T



Hotm even a good rehash, And on such a subject]

To me this is & commentery on publishing, commercially snd as it serves
public interests.

People dé tend to shun and fear what i= stymmge to them, and publishers more
than most etick to pat formulas of the paste

muwudldtbmutu.mthnqoﬁwmm.
I believey account for the conditeim of ths country today. And for what liss abesd,

Im'tmnﬁmhmtwmmnﬂuﬂmum
has been on my desk for several days. I'll have it edited by the end of the weelk,
q-d:eﬁnt;peit.mmluunntmﬂpaumnupmm bast
and as fast as I can I'11 get it r:ady to Pwint. Adding the appendix to the index
will be no great chore.

Somehow I'1l bring it outs I have an appointment with the representative of
& printer tomorrow.

I know what it can mean and can 4o and if I can make arrengements I'11 take
the chanoces.

Vhile I'd pretty ouch made up my mind that if I'm ready and nome of the ourrent
interests ocome to anything I'd go ahead, tnat brosdoast, one of so many, really was
decigive for me.

I don't realfy think that evem without comcercial distribution I'1l loses

ﬁtum-unmu.ummmnnmmumtum
eom-):'nqa wummm the copies out are pelling

wwm»xm.mtmmmm with the man
whose real name i3 used in the McDonald book = mound knows MoDonald
well. MoDongld told hin the book is faverable to his old friand "Shermen."

If Bemmey otill has any intereet, he has competdtol now ;nu:‘m.
t has &
philésophy professor on it and something called "Third Warld™ is hooked with and
by now has printed what the Rockefeller Coumission has ruined, The one chance that
has to escape total ruin, having been printed, is disbelief in snything offimial.
Only trash has any chance today, commercially, in ths fislds of zy work and
1 guess IAd best forget all other possidilities.

If there is anything to report following tomorrow’s dinner, I'11 Bet you know.
Best,
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