Rt. 12, Frederick, rd. 21701
8/28/75

br. Rod g!.bsnn

National Enquirer

600 South East Coast Ave.,
Lantana, Fla. 3”2

Dear Rod,

While I rocognize and respect the need for checking I am sware of and have
lived through soms situntions and problems sirilar to this snd ayd thoroughly
intimidated by the possibilityes of the kind of approaches you mentioned by phone
when we discussed several of the enclosurss a fav wminutea ngo.

You simply can'l regard anything of the magnitude of this as just another story
to be checked in just the nommal way. fou telked about chocking with people who
commifted criminal rcts when a President was killed, people with a past I'll remind
you of in a similar case.

If you expect any of t/ em to bow thrice toward the east and bog for Allzh'e
merey you seriously underestimate them, their situation and the incredible
potential. You Ymow I have Boen dealing in confidence with politiesl figures on
this and I'm not giving you my own opinion.

The perticular parallel is, I think, in the firat part of Pomt Hortems I put
Richard Levine then of the Baltimore Sun up to prodding Boswell on the body chart.
Boswell was the first to leave the service and he was nearbye

Boswsll saw Levine's reaction to a ehildishy false story, 1iledit, and tefore
Levine could get his story in the next mopfing's Baltimore Sun the identiegl
story was given o AP, which A-wired it ponseticonelly, levine ncver was quite
convinced that I had not done this to him,

You talk to guy of these people about any of this and you're going to be
scopped with lies and what will dull what is left. Deither of us wants that.

How CAN Burkley r=act to gny questions, or excuse amything he did except,
perhaps, to say he took orders? Hov can Boswell now sey other than he has sald,
other than the reports I sent you the orher day and the sworn testimony says?

Once you start checiing these kinds of things out with them they have no choice
but to consult around and to do what will kill your story end at lecast dull my book.

I'm not seying don't check. But I mn saying den't needlessly cut your throat
or mine., It isn't necessary.

The receipt does not say exactly what I remember. But it simply can't wmean
anything else snd it is dispuised with semantics. The mere fight I had for ali the
years it took to got this- smnd do 1 hove correspondence on itle belies the langusge.
There gimply are no medical personnel anywhere gha do not know the need for confi-
dentiality snd none need reminding. This is hardly a description of a threat to
court martial.

Other descriptions gre of sivilar gemeriptien irrelevance to the actual papers.
The exas certificate of death is neither that nor ia it dated 11/22/63.

1'm boen thyfugh thie much and I must reuind and warn you. demembor what ths
FBI did with tiw LZaprilder cavera? Hoover also iscue. a press statemont before Whitewash
II was out protending to rofubte it whan he had no proper way of having & copye is got
Deormous ctiention for lies and they had possession oi the camera to claim thal
writing was tales, liot entil tie next book, whore I reproduce the actusl documents
in facsimile, could I aven act the record stmaight bul the damage from ihese lies
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could not be undone and never reslly wase 1t isn't possible and that is the ldnd
¢f situation I fear,

That threat doesn't even make an exception of the FUI or the Secret Service
or & grand jury and that also is not normal,

Sure as hell tho doctors didn't require any such kind of notioe. Or those
dealing with the Tilne

Before I can mail this in the moming I'11 try to think of something else
that might ba mora pointed. I'm ec tired I've having trovhle remembering, I do
not believe any other purpose could reasonably be ssrved by thet threat or by the
gross violation of regulations in getting rid of every mingle peper whan they are
required by regulations to be kept by the Favy for 50 yaurse You have the receipt
gayin: they hoven't hept any records. But 4o you think they had ne reoords of this
one sheet, those who got and probably signed it?

I taks this time vhen I got farthed/ eand farthér bahind schedule only because
I am worried that this thing will blow up the way these poople have done these
tidngs befors and we'll both be hurt badly by what it will ruedn for us.

I've got tem of the hardest years in this work. 14 is close to ready to #o to
the printer., I sure dofi't want it blown.

And I have a very long experience of having not a peep from gny official gfter
publication, Then they can't.

I've just gone through a slege of proving perjury in court agaiust them, They
have laid no charges on me and they have yet to maie even pro forma denial. Thelr
closest contact with an anawer is to say 4 know more than anyome in the FBI. So
there really is & s0lid basis, thic stuff has alweys stacked. You've seen an
amormous docunentation. I would like to think that especielly where there is no
danger of suit it would be e ough to avoid vnnecessary risks to your people end me.

However, if you have cther questions, plcase ask.

Sincerely,
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